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Most rubber ducks ever (so far) 
grace the Withlacoochee River 
 

 
Ducks are dumped into the river as they launch on their race to the finish 
line. 
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     YANKEETOWN – The Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve (WGP) saw the 
best duck race so far in the history of rubber duck racing on the Withlacoochee River at 
Yankeetown as a fundraiser on Sunday (Nov. 21). 
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This picture shows a human-sized duck mascot on the back of a boat as 642 
rubber ducks are placed in the Withlacoochee River on Sunday (Nov. 21) to 
be carried by the flow of the river as the little rubber ducks race to the finish 
line. No rubber ducks were left behind in this valiant, fun and exciting 
fundraiser to help the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve. 
 

 
Duck wranglers 
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Hardhats worn by the 
duck crew 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Duck wranglers in action 
 
 



HardisonInk.com 
     In what has become a beloved tradition of fun and excitement, the Friends of the 
WGP sold a record 642 duck sponsorships. 
     The winning Duck was #585, sponsored by Andrea Rohback, and she won $200. 
     The last duck was #38, sponsored by Stacia Markowitz, and she won $50. 
     Weather and tidal conditions were near perfect on the Withlacoochee River for the 
annual WGP Duck Race. 
     There was a light tailwind and an outgoing tide. The peloton was dispersed, with no 
breakaway floaters. In the end, duck #585 edged out his nearest competitor. The mellow 
mallard, last place, floater this year was #38.  
     Kayakers from the Florida Paddling Trails Association helped with the duck 
wrangling this year. The Friends of the WGP note that they appreciate the donors who 
created such a large number of floaters. The little guys can get skittish after a big race. 
     Likewise, the Friends thank everyone for the support. It was indeed the best year ever 
for this Friends of the WGP fundraiser. 
     The Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve is a 413-acre parcel of undeveloped wetlands 
located on Florida’s Nature Coast. It consists of mixed hardwood, pine, and cabbage 
palm forest, tidal marshes and several salt ponds. 
     The Preserve has a 30-foot observation tower, a salt pond boardwalk, a Gulf of 
Mexico accessible canoe-kayak dock, and a 4,500 square-foot Education Center. 
     It is located at 1001 Old Rock Road, just off Levy County Road 40 West, in 
Yankeetown. The Preserve is open daily from dawn to dusk. 
     This duck race is part of the big Lions Club Seafood Festival that happens every year 
(except if there is a global pandemic, etc.) in Yankeetown. This year, it was on Nov. 20 
and 21. 


