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Indians win in overtime thriller 
 

 
Chiefland receiver Donovan Minichello outruns his Hornet counterpart as 
he waits for a 35-yard touchdown pass to fall into his hands. 
 
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Nov. 20, 2021 at 1:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- The Chiefland Middle High School Indians Varsity Football Team 
defeated the Lafayette County Middle High School Hornets Friday night (Nov. 19) by a 
score of 28-27 with a goal-line defensive stand that won the game in overtime and sent 
the Chiefland fans into a cheering frenzy.  
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Indian runner Dakota Fisher puts his helmet down as he runs for yardage. 
 

 
Lafayette quarterback Marlo Thomas keeps the football on a run around 
left end. 
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Chiefland quarterback Clint Thomas looks for receivers as he backpedals 
behind his line. 

 
Chiefland runner Junior Brown takes a handoff from quarterback Clint 
Thomas for a first down. 
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     Chiefland’s win advances the Indians to the second round of the Florida High School 
Athletic Association Class 1A state playoffs against Union County next week in 
Chiefland. 
     The game on Friday night, played in Chiefland, was won after the Hornets decided to 
go for the win in overtime. The visiting team attempted a two-point conversion after 
their touchdown in overtime, rather than kicking an extra point. 
     The Indians stopped the run short of the end zone, ending the game. 
     It had been an extremely hard fought and physical game. When the Indian tacklers 
realized they had sealed the victory, they ran to hug each other and their coaches. Some 
Hornet players fell to the ground in disbelief and frustration. 
     The Chiefland team scored its first touchdown in overtime when speedster Dakota 
Fisher blasted through an opening in the Hornet defense for the score. Dylan Cochran 
added the extra point after touchdown. 
     In high school overtime, each team gets a chance to score from the 10-yard-line. After 
Chiefland took the lead in overtime, Hornet quarterback Marlo Thomas sliced through 
the Chiefland line to score a touchdown for Lafayette County. 
     The score was 28-27. 
     Lafayette County took a timeout to discuss strategy. When the Hornets lined up for 
their attempted two-point conversion, Thomas got the call again, but Chiefland gang-
tackled Thomas before he could score. 
     Chiefland head Varsity Football Coach Adam Gore said he told his coaches and 
players if the Hornets scored a touchdown in overtime, they would attempt a two-point 
conversion to win the game. 
      “I said be prepared for it. We were. We coached them up and we were ready to go,” 
Coach Gore said. “I’m happy for the seniors. I’m happy for all the guys. Just a good 
bunch of kids.” 
     Gore said he was glad his seniors got a chance to experience the type of success the 
team had this year. Chiefland is 10-1 going into next Friday’s game. He said the previous 
time he coached Chiefland in 2018 the seniors on this team were freshman when he 
called them up to play on the varsity. 
     Last year, during global COVID-19 pandemic, the team won a single game. This year 
was very different. The sophomores dominate the ranks, with a sprinkling of juniors and 
seniors, and they have found a winning identity the 2021 season as they have enjoyed 
success. 
     Lafayette County, which finished 8-5 for the season, fought hard against Chiefland. 
Hornets Head Varsity Football Coach Marcus Edwards said he didn’t regret going for 
the win on a two-point conversion run. 
      “That’s who we are,” Coach Edwards said. “They fought all night. They wanted to 
continue to fight. That was our way of continuing to fight. If I had to do it over again, I’d 
do the same thing.”  
     Edwards was asked if Chiefland’s 1997 state championship win over Lafayette County 
played any role in motivating the team to compete at such a high level. Edwards said he 
was present for the 1997 game, but it wasn’t a factor in Friday’s game. 
      “This was these guys’ season. I wanted to go as far as we could go with these guys. 
They wanted to go as far as they could. They played that way. They played their butts off 
tonight and that’s all I can ask of those guys,” he said. 
     Longtime Chiefland fans said this was the first overtime win for Chiefland since 1980 
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when the Indians defeated the Newberry Panthers. In that game more than 40 years 
ago, the Indians tied the Panthers in regulation but weren’t given an opportunity in 
overtime to score. 
     Chiefland coaches filed an appeal. Newberry was brought back to finish the game 
with Chiefland. The Indians won in overtime. That’s the way fans remember it. 
     The Lafayette County Hornets dominated the first half of Friday’s game. They were 
more physical than Chiefland, according to Gore. But he said the Indians came back out 
in the second half and took the fight to the Hornets. 
      “I asked them at halftime. I went in there smiling and I just said, I got a young team, 
a young bunch. I want to see how you guys are going to respond. Are you going to wilt 
and cave -- or are you going to fight?” Gore said. “They fought. We knew that they 
(Lafayette County) knew as the game went on, we were starting to get momentum as far 
as controlling the line of scrimmage. And that’s really what it boils down to is controlling 
the line of scrimmage and Chiefland owned that in the second half.” 
     Quick Scores 
     Chiefland scored first in the game when Indian speedster Dakota Fisher broke loose 
for a 70-yard touchdown run on the Indians’ opening offensive series. Cochran added 
the extra point with 10:25 remaining in the first quarter. 
     Lafayette County quickly tied the score on its first possession when Thomas threw a 
20-yard touchdown pass to Carter Higginbothan. The extra point was good. 
     In the second quarter, Chiefland drove from its own 16 to score on a 41-yard run by 
Clint Thomas. Cochran added the extra point. 
     Lafayette County capitalized on a Chiefland fumble before the half, and the Hornets 
quickly drove to score on a short run by Thomas. The extra point was good and the score 
was tied at 14-14 going into halftime. 
     The Hornets ambushed Chiefland on the first play from scrimmage in the third 
quarter when Thomas threw a 60-yard touchdown pass to Nic’kel Freeman. The extra 
point was good. The Hornets led 21-14. 
     Chiefland returned the favor late in the third quarter when Thomas found Donovan 
Minichello for a 35-yard touchdown pass that caught the Hornets’ defense by surprise. 
     The score was 21-21 at the end of regulation time. 

 


