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Levy County Commission 
continues opposition to toll road 
New NCBDC executive director named 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 18, 2021 at 6:11 a.m. 
     BRONSON – Most of the first hour of a two-hour meeting of the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners on Tuesday (Nov. 16) was the commission listening to people oppose a toll road going 
through Levy County. 
     Gov. Ron DeSantis has proposed toll roads being added in the state. In May of 2019, Gov. DeSantis 
signed Section 338.2278, which created the Multi-Use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance 
(M-CORES) Program. 
     This program proposes that the Florida Department of Transportation build three new toll 
highways, which would permanently destroy some of the last remaining wild stretches of coastline in 
Florida. It is promoted as necessary for travel and economic development. 
     One of the three proposed roads, the Suncoast Connector, would slice through the Big Bend coastal 
region of northwest Florida and cause irreparable harm to the area’s pristine coastal waters and 
productive seagrass habitat. 
     As for the status of the governor and the FDOT’s plan right now, nothing appears to be clear. As he 
opened the meeting, Commission Chairman John Meeks made a point of letting everyone understand 
that he knows nothing more than what the FDOT has put out recently about the governor’s M-CORES 
Program. 
     Near the conclusion of the lengthy commentary by the public and the county commissioners, 
former Levy County Sheriff Johnny Smith expressed his appreciation to the County Commission for 
its continued stance against the toll road going through Levy County. 
     “Levy County is home to me,” Smith said. “I like our way of life here, and I don’t want it changed. 
And I think I can speak for many, many people here today.” 
     The former sheriff said he feels blessed to have a County Commission that stands up for its 
residents and visitors. 

OTHER ACTION 
     Among the other action by the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, it approved a request 
for the appointment of Dan Vaudreuil of ANCORP, 707 S.W. 19th Ave., Williston, to fill a board 
member position representing the private sector on the Nature Coast Business Development Council. 
     George Buckner III, a member of the NCBDC Board, introduced Scott Osteen, the new executive 
director of NCBDC. 
     The NCBDC met last month via Zoom. Among the people in attendance were Acting Chairman 
Buckner, a board member representing the private sector; Vandreuil, then set to be appointed to 
represent the private sector; Treasurer Bob Krefting, representing utilities; Dr. Philip R. Geist area 
director of the Small Business Development Center at University of North Florida in Ocala, and a 
board member representing no designated interest; Joyce Wilson, representing non-profits; Heidi 
Schwiebert, who was solicited to become a board member; Dorothy Pernu a board member 
representing utilities; Greg Galphin, a board member not noted as representing any interest; and 
Denny George, a board member representing utilities. 
     The representatives on the NCBDC for education and transportation were not present at the 
October meeting.  
     The organization is funded by the taxpayers of Levy County to seek new business to come into the 
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county. It has had a variety of names and structures since its start in 1985 as the Levy County 
Development Authority. 
     It is known as a “public charity contracted to handle economic development on behalf of Levy 
County and its eight incorporated municipalities,” according information on the county government’s 
website. 
     As for the NCBDC website, it does not list the board members, much less what interests are to be 
represented on that board. The most recent previous executive director was by David Pieklik, who 
accepted a job with Citrus County government for economic development. 
     During the long period many people making statements against the toll road through Levy County, 
Scott Osteen, the newly appointed executive director of NCBDC, said he opposes it. County 
Commission Chairman Meeks said he appreciated the comment and reminded Osteen that he already 
has the job of helping attract economic growth in Levy County, intimating that there was no need to 
kowtow in public to the board that pays his salary. 
     The County Commission recently entered into an agreement with CareerSource Citrus, Levy, 
Marion, to provide benefits for the person in the executive director’s job of the NCBDC. CareerSource 
Citrus, Levy, Marion, is among the CareerSource units in Florida funded by state taxpayers to link 
business owners with employees. 

 

 


