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Cross City celebrates Veterans Day 
with a parade and ceremony 
DAV gives Camp Valor $500 

 
Musicians in the 
Dixie County High 
School Redcoat 
Regiment 
Marching Band 
march behind a 
banner in the 21st 
Annual Cross City 
Veterans Day 
Parade, while 
performing 
patriotic songs. 
The band 
members are 
talented 
musicians. 
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     CROSS CITY -- The 21st Annual Veterans Day Parade and Celebration in Cross City brought 
hundreds of people to town Thursday (Veterans Day, Nov. 11) to show their respect for the military 
men and women who have served the United States of American in war and peace. 

 
Fourth grade Beta 
Club students from 
Anderson 
Elementary School 
prepare for the 
parade. Their 
teachers said they 
must maintain an A 
and B average, and 
have no referrals to 
be in the club. They 
were told if they met 
a veteran, then they 
were to thank the 

person for their service. The students were handing out flags along the parade route at 
the ceremony. 
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United States Marine Corps Lt. Col. Harvey Hampton, a combat soldier who served in 
the Korean and Vietnam wars, walks to the ceremony in the park. He is 85 years old. 
 

 
Cross City Mayor Tank Lee organized the Veterans Day Parade and celebration with his 
wife and daughter. He said he thinks every day should be Veterans Day. 
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Hundreds of crosses bearing the names of military men and women lined the parade 
route of Cross City's 21st Annual Veterans Day Parade. The crosses and American flags 
are a major fundraising effort by the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 
 

 
Military veterans, many of them who served in the Vietnam War, gather to be honored 
at the 21st Annual Veterans Day celebration in Cross City. 
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Town of Cross City officials ride in a patriotic float. The town sponsors the parade 
annually. 
 
     Cross City Mayor Tank Lee who heads up the celebration each year said he came from a military 
family and felt it was his responsibility and duty to honor veterans. 
      “A veteran is someone who is deserving of our appreciation and our love and our prayers 365 days 
a year,” Mayor Lee said. “I’ve always said every day is Veterans Day. Let me hear an Amen!” 
      “Amen!” the crowd responded. 
     Bob Leichner, who has set up and operated the sound system with his wife Dottie at Veterans Day 
celebrations in Cross City for the past 17 years, read from a statement he composed about veterans. 
     In the statement, Leichner first described Christmas with all its sacred traditions. He said 
Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Christ. It’s the reason for the season. 
      “The same should be said about Veterans Day,” Leichner said. “While not a sacred holiday, 
Veterans Day is a very reverent and solemn day to honor those men and women who have gallantly 
and heroically served their country.” 
     Leichner recalled the origins of Veterans Day, which began in 1918 as Armistice Day to 
commemorate the cease fire on the western front in Europe in WWI. The armistice occurred on the 
11th hour of the 11th day or the 11th month of 1918. 
     Congress passed a resolution seven years later establishing Armistice Day as a national holiday 
dedicated to the cause of world peace. 
     In 1954, Congress replaced Armistice Day with Veterans Day. 
      “The idea was to honor veterans of all conflicts, not just World War One survivors as some thought 
it was originally intended,” Leichner said. 
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Tri-County Area Disabled American Veterans Chapter 63 presents a check for $500 to 
Camp Valor Chief Executive Officer Dan Cavanaugh. Shown from the left are DAV 
members Max Freez, Commander Larry Foland, Camp Valor Chief Operating Officer 
Debbie Destin, Cavanaugh, George Woods and Charles Goodman. Camp Valor is 
destined to be located in the Otter Springs Park and Campground, and it is being 
created to help veterans. 
 
     Tri-County Area Disabled American Veterans Chapter 63 made a presentation of a $500 to check 
to officials building Camp Valor, a facility on the grounds of the Otter Springs Park and Campground 
that will give veterans and their families a way to transition from military service to civilian life. 
      “They can bring their families and get a new career that suits their body and their mentality,” said 
Debbie Destin, chief operating officer of Camp Valor. 
     She said it isn’t a residential facility where veterans can live. 
     Camp Valor is a private non-profit association dedicated to helping veterans. Fundraising efforts 
thus far have generated $350,000 for Camp Valor, Destin said. 
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As Taps is played by the Dixie County 
High School Redcoat Regiment 
Marching Band, Disabled American 
Veteran Larry Foland, commander of 
DAV Chapter 63, joins others as they 
salute the flag. 
 
 
     Cross City was decked out in red, white and 
blue for Veterans Day. 
     One side of U.S. Highway 19 in the city was 
adorned by hundreds of white crosses, each 
bearing an American flag flying in the wind. 
The crosses bore the names of veterans who 
had passed and some still living. People 
purchases these crosses and flags to honor 
particular veterans. It is a fundraising effort by 
the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 
     Visitors who walked among the crosses were 
solemn as they passed by the names of 
hundreds of military men and women who 
served this country. 

 


