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Levy County Wall Of Honor Expansion Dedication 
Ceremony includes Florida Secretary of State 
Laurel M. Lee  
Four vets who died in the line of duty specifically 
honored 

 
Florida Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee addresses veterans and attendees on the 
importance of freedoms provided by voting. Among the duties of the Florida Secretary 
of State’s Office is voting in Florida. 
 
Story and Photos 
By C.L. Watson, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Nov. 11, 2021 at 5:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – In her expansion of the Veterans Wall of Honor, which she established in the Levy 
County Courthouse lobby, Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones hosted the Veterans 
Wall of Honor Expansion Dedication Ceremony on Wednesday (Nov. 10). 
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Ladies in patriotic attire take time to look the Veterans Wall of Honor located at the 
front entrance of the Levy County Courthouse. 
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Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks (at right) presents the plaque to the 
family of united States Army Private First Class Wardell 'Bubba' Borders. 
 

 
Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks, who is a veteran as well as being the great 
nephew of United States Navy Petty Officer First Class Joseph Plummer Brooks, 
presented the plaque to his family members. 
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(from left) Patty Steve, 
the mother of Lance 
Corporal Brian Buesing, 
stands with Levy County 
Commissioner Lily 
Rooks and Jimmy Jones. 
Jones, a veteran of the 
United States Navy’s 
Seabees, is the director 
of Levy County 
Construction and 
Maintenance, and has 
been very much a part of 
hanging the photos on 
the Veterans Wall of 
Honor. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
United States Navy Petty Officer First 
Joseph Plummer Brooks, a veteran of 
the United States Navy who died in the 
line of duty during World War II, is 
honored through this memorial. 
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A display case near the Veterans Wall of Honor shows respect for Sgt. Karl A. Campbell, 
a man who died in the line of duty to preserve freedom in the United States of America. 
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A display case near the Veterans Wall of Honor shows respect for USMC Lcpl Brian 
Rory Buesing, a veteran who gave his life in service. 
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Levy County Director of Tourist 
Development Tisha Whitehurst 
serves guests patriotic cake and 
cookies following the dedication. 
Years ago, her predecessor Carol 
McQueen served punch and cake 
in the same courthouse lobby 
during various events. Levy 
County Clerk of the Court Danny 
Shipp has continuously and 
graciously provided support for 
all of the events to honor people 
that have been held in this 
courthouse for many years now. 
 
     The now expanded Veterans Wall of 
Honor is seen in the Levy County 
Courthouse lobby on both sides of the 
main entrance, which is now separate 
from the entrance for the courtrooms. 
     The theme for the ceremony 
Wednesday was “All Gave Some. Some 
Gave All.” The program highlighted the 
lives of four service members who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for their 
country – they gave their lives to 

protect and defend the freedoms Americans enjoy, as established in the United States Constitution. 
     Among the thoughts shares is that a debt of gratitude is owed to the country’s Gold Star families: 
parents, spouses, siblings and children who have lost a loved one while those soldiers were defending 
the liberties enjoyed in America. 
     Levy County’s Gold Star Families can take pride in knowing their loved ones left humanity with a 
legacy or honor. 
     The morning started with the Posting of Colors and The Pledge of Allegiance by the American 
Legion Post 236 Color Guard. An invocation by Pastor Chuck Cook from the Long Pond Baptist 
Church followed. 
     Florida Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee was one of the guest speakers. She spoke on the 
importance of voting and thanked the veterans for their service.  
     The first service person honored was United States Army Private First Class, Wardell “Bubba” 
Borders. He attended Williston Vocational High School and served in the United States Army from 
1963 to 1968. He specialized in light weapons infantry during the Vietnam War.  
     On May 15, 1968, PFC Wardell was killed in action near the South Vietnam province of Binh 
Duong. 
     United States Navy Petty Officer First Class Joseph Plummer Brooks from Williston was the second 
service person honored. PO Brooks served from 1942 to 1944. During World War II, he was stationed 
on the destroyer USS Cooper. It was torpedoed by a Japanese destroyer Take on Dec. 2, 1944. Brooks’ 
body was never found and declared dead on Dec. 3, 1944.  
     The third veteran recognized was United States Marine Corps Lance Corporal, Brian Rory Buesing 
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from Cedar Key. He honorably served in the USMC from 2000 to 2003. While serving during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, LCpl Buesing was killed in action on March 23, 2003, near Nasiriyah, Iraq.  
     Lastly, United States Army Sergeant Karl A. Campbell who attended school in Chiefland was 
honored. He joined the Army in 1994 serving for eight years and took a short break of six years before 
rejoining the Army in 2009. While stationed in Afghanistan, during Operation Enduring Freedom, his 
unit was attacked by insurgents. He died from wounds suffered from the attack on Oct. 4, 2010. 
     State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston) was a guest speaker who thanked the veterans for their 
service and highlighted the importance of America’s freedoms by voting. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones closed the program and invited attendees to socialize 
and enjoy refreshments provided by the Levy County Visitors Bureau. 
     Levy County residents and their families who have served or are currently serving in the United 
States Armed Forces can provide the Levy County Supervisor of Elections office with a photograph to 
be displayed. 
     A biography form will need to be completed at the time of submission. The biography form can be 
found at https://www.votelevy.gov/. The completed form and photograph can be returned to the Levy 
County Supervisor of Elections office via mail, email, or by bringing it to the office in person. 

 


