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Williston preps for 

Fourth of July and Christmas events 

 
Williston Municipal Airport Manager Benton Stegall tells listeners about some 

planned events for the airport. This Saturday (Oct. 9), at about 9 a.m., the airport 

is hosting a Young Eagles Rally. The Ocala Chapter of the Experimental Aircraft 

Association is putting on the event. Children aged 8 to 18 years old are invited to 

listen to a 20-minute briefing and then go on a 20-minute flight for free. Also on 

Oct. 30, there is the annual pig roast slated by local EAA as a fundraiser, where $15 

will buy a meal from those local pilots. Lunch is at noon. There are about 130 

planes anticipated to start arriving as early as 9 a.m. that Saturday. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2021 at 5:11 p.m. 

     WILLISTON – The five-member Williston City Council – President Debra Jones, Vice 

President Marguerite Robinson and council members Michael Cox, Darfeness Hinds and Elihu 

Ross discussed Christmas tree sales, Light Up Williston 2021 and the Fourth of July 2022 

during their regular twice-monthly meeting on Tuesday night (Oct. 5). 

     The group also was introduced to the new human resources director -- Deanna Wilson. 
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Williston Human Resources Manager Deanna Wilson is seen at the Oct. 5 meeting 

of the Williston City Council. 

 

     Williston City Manager Jackie Gorman introduced Deanna Wilson as the new manager of 

human resources for the city. City Manager Gorman said Wilson proved her skills by hitting the 

ground running. 

     Tuesday night was a relatively significant point for a recently accepted member of the Florida 

Bar. Attorney Kiersten Ballou was the solo legal counsel for the City Council that evening. She is 

part of the Folds, Walker & Maltby law firm of Gainesville. 

     She reminded members of City Council of the firm’s offer to provide an ethics workshop on 

Nov. 18. President Jones said she plans to be there, especially because Williston City Attorney 

Scott Walker mentioned it will be enjoyable as well as educational. 

     Among the many other activities and actions the City Council discussed were some properties 

where owners are failing to abide by zoning ordinances. Violating city codes can result in fines, 

and eventual liens placed on properties, even to the point of the city successfully becoming the 

new owner of the property after due process of civil law. 

     Mowing lawns that had become so thick that a bush hog might be needed was a prevalent 

issue. The Peso Antique Store continues to be netting $100-a-day fines, and the Board of 
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Adjustment is slated to meet Oct. 28 with that issue being among those on the agenda. 

     There were happier items mentioned that evening too. Progress with the Friends of Cornelius 

Williams Park was shared. The Peanut Festival was mentioned as being a lot of fun again this 

year. 

     President Jones brought up the idea of allowing a vendor to use city property near the old 

train depot on Main Street and Noble Avenue to sell Christmas trees. 

     The potential vendor was not at the meeting Tuesday night, and he did not teleconference 

either. 

     Jones found her colleagues receptive to speaking more about this idea of Christmas tree sales 

at the next regular meeting. This vendor had reportedly promised to give some amount of 

proceeds from the tree sales to the Williston Chamber of Commerce. 

     On another matter involving fun, President Jones told the other Council members about 

Primera Events potentially being the provider for fireworks and entertainment on July 2, 2022. 

     The owner of that company Bill Foster, who she said lives in Morriston, is a proven promoter 

and successful organizer for events such as the one the city holds each year in early July as part 

of the celebration of the nation’s independence from England. 

     The full listed price now for 12 minutes of fireworks and live entertainment is $10,000, and 

that includes cleanup afterward. 

     Foster was not at the meeting, and he did not connect via teleconference. This matter is 

destined for placement on the agenda for the Oct. 19 meeting, which starts at 6 p.m. in Williston 

City Hall, given that all five members seemed interested in continuing discussion about that 

possible option for next year’s Independence Day celebration – on July 2. 


