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Two constitutional officers 

who died in office are honored 

 
State Sen. Jennifer Bradley and State Rep. Joe Harding sign resolutions to honor 

the late County Commissioner Mike Joyner and the late Property Appraiser Oz 

Barker. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 

     WILLISTON -- State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) and State Rep. Joe 

Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) honored two men who were constitutional officers of Levy 

County and who recently died from COVID-19 while they were still in active service to the 

residents and visitors of Levy County. 

     Sen. Bradley said that she and Rep. Harding wanted to honor the late Levy County 

Commissioner Michael Floyd “Mike” Joyner and the late Levy County Property Appraiser 

Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker for their lives of honorable community service for the people of 

Florida. 
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Providing a photo 

opportunity by 

accepting the 

resolution by the Levy 

County Legislative 

Delegation to honor 

the late Mike Joyner 

are (from left) his 

daughter-in-law 

Dedera Joyner, his 

widow Diane Joyner, 

Sen. Jennifer Bradley 

and Rep. Joe 

Harding. 

 

     The senator said she 

had the opportunity to 

meet Joyner during her 

campaign for office. She 

found him to be 

interesting and incredible with life experiences that are unmatched. Bradley said she enjoyed 

hearing Joyner’s stories from his days in law enforcement, and that she believes nobody loved 

their community more than he loved the community. 

     “He was selfless,” Bradley said. “He was humble. He was tough. He was just a very, very 

special person for me to get to know. And he will be missed.” 

     Bradley read the resolution.  

     The resolution noted Joyner was a beloved member of the Levy County Community. He 

served in law enforcement for 32 years. Those duties included work in undercover operations to 

find suspects dealing in illegal narcotics. 

     He received plaques of appreciation from the United States Drug Enforcement Agency, the 

United States Marshals Service and the United States Customs Service. Likewise, he was 

honored with recognition by the American Legion, and the United States Narcotics Officers 

Association. 

     Bradley went on to say in the resolution that Joyner played a crucial role in combatting illegal 

drugs. He was active in collecting evidence for the capture and conviction of serial killer Aileen 

Carol Wuornos. 

     Gov. Rick Scott appointed Joyner in 2010 to the Levy County Board of County 

Commissioners, and he was reelected subsequently. 

     The resolution noted Joyner was a devoted family man, a Christian, a public servant and a 

friend to all in Levy County. 

     He died Aug. 4. 

     The Levy County Legislative Delegation therefore resolved for Oct. 5, 2021, to be a day of 

remembrance of Commissioner Mike Joyner, for his service to Levy County and the State of 

Florida. 
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Providing a photo opportunity by accepting the resolution by the Levy County 

Legislative Delegation to honor the late Oz Barker are (from left) Sen. Jennifer 

Bradley, his son Zachary Barker, his widow Lori Arrington Barker, his daughter 

Lauren Phillips and Rep. Joe Harding. 

 

     Rep. Harding spoke about Barker before reading the resolution. 

     Barker was a guy, Harding said, made certain that his word was his bond.  

     “When he told you that he was praying for you,” Harding said, “he meant it.” 

     Harding said with a man like Barker, it is not possible to note on one piece of paper in a 

resolution the treasure that he was for all to know. 

    Nevertheless, Harding said, it is important to commemorate for posterity the honorable life of 

Barker. 

     Like the resolution honoring Joyner, the one to honor Barker noted he was a beloved member 

of the Levy County community. 

     The resolution noted Barker was the director of Levy County Emergency Management before 

Mark Johnson held that post, which was later accepted by John MacDonald. For the past 13 

years, Barker has served the people as the Levy County Property Appraiser. 

     Barker was a well-respected businessman who owned Chiefland Aluminum. Barker was noted 

for serving in numerous organizations, as well as being a very active member of the Chiefland 

Rotary Club.  

     The resolution noted Barker was a servant of Christ, a loving family man, a public servant and 

a friend to all in Levy County. 

     He died Aug. 29. 

     The Levy County Legislative Delegation therefore resolved for Oct. 5, 2021, to be a day of 

remembrance of Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker for his service to Levy County and the State of 

Florida. 


