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Police chief honored 

by Legislative Delegation 
 

 
(from left) State Sen. Jennifer Bradley, Police Chief Dennis Strow and State Rep. 

Joe Harding provide a photo opportunity Tuesday in the R. Gerald Hethcoat 

Community Room of Williston City Hall as the Levy County Legislative Delegation 

passes a resolution to honor Chief Strow for his 50 years of service in Florida in 

the law enforcement profession. This recognition was Tuesday morning (Oct. 5). 

 

Story and Photo 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2021 at 12:11 p.m. 

     WILLISTON – Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow was honored Tuesday morning (Oct. 5) 

as the Levy County Legislative Delegation signed and delivered to him a resolution to recognize 

his 50 years of service in the law enforcement community. 

     Rep. Harding read the resolution before making the presentation.  

     The resolution calls for Oct. 5, 2021, to have been a day of recognition for Chief Strow’s 50 

years of service in the law enforcement profession for the people of Florida, Levy County, 

Marion County and Williston. 
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This is a picture of the very 1973 Buick that Dennis Strow owned, back when the 

Marion County Sheriff’s Office deputies owned their patrol cars. 

Photo Provided By Dennis Strow 

 

 
Y- This is a 1973 retro Mercury patrol car like those from that time in Marion 

County, which was restored by WPD Chief Dennis Strow. 

Photo Provided By Dennis Strow 

 

     In the “whereas” parts of the resolution by the 2021 Levy County Legislative Delegation -- 

State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) and State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, 

Dist. 22), some of his history in the field is recorded. 

     First the document notes he is “a beloved member of the Levy County community.” 

    He served his first 38 years with the Marion County Sheriff’s Office. 

    The chief shared a little insight with HardisonInk.com after the presentation of the resolution. 
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    Strow joined the MCSO at the age of 16 through a work program, where he went to school in 

the morning and then worked – starting out at the jail. He was a junior in high school at the 

time. 

     The Sheriff’s Office back then provided the badge and the uniform, and that is all. 

     When he started as a deputy at the age of 18, having graduated high school, deputies had to 

purchase their own bullets, handguns and shotguns and drive their own cars as cruisers. The 

MCSO reimbursed deputies for miles, Strow added. 

     Back when he turned 18 years old in 1973, the mandatory minimum age to purchase bullets in 

Florida was 21 years old, he said. During his first three years of service as an MCSO deputy, his 

mom had to buy him bullets. The chief added that the MCSO did provide the bullets for deputies 

during their target practice. 

     Also back then, he said, the MCSO did not provide bulletproof vests to deputies. His mother 

bought him a bulletproof vest. 

     “I was the only deputy at the Sheriff’s Office with a bulletproof vest,” Strow said. “That was a 

good thing, but it was not such a good thing. Every time, there was something dangerous, they 

said, ‘You’ve got the bulletproof vest, you go.’” 

     During his 38 years with the MCSO, Strow served the people as a deputy, an assistant bureau 

chief, a public information officer, and as a watch commander and supervisor, the resolution 

noted. 

     Looking more at the set of “whereas” statements in the resolution presented by the Levy 

County Legislative Delegation on Oct. 5, it noted the Williston City Council appointed Strow as 

Williston’s police chief in August of 2011. 

     The resolution notes further that “Chief Dennis Strow is a devoted family man, Christian, 

public servant and friend to all in Levy County, and 

     “Whereas, Chief Dennis Strow has always been a pillar of strength and support to all in his 

community, now therefore,” the Levy County Legislative Delegation called for that day to be one 

of recognition for his 50 years of service. 


