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Faith and Blue event shows promise 

 
Sheriff Bobby McCallum, once a 
high school football player in 
Chiefland, shows youngsters that he 
can still toss the pigskin with the 
best of them. The sheriff also played 
catch and throw with some very 
young children who were using a 
smaller, lighter football. 
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     WILLISTON – The Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Williston Police 
Department joined forces with members 
of the Christian community Saturday 
afternoon (Oct. 30) and evening to watch 
the Florida-Georgia football game, to 
watch other televised football games and 
to enjoy fellowship. 
 
  

 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow (left) and WPD Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird 
are among the members of that agency at the event. The chief is holding a cup that 
changes colors from the solid light blue to having patches of purple when it gets cold. 
The WPD also gave away ink pens with the message ‘Text Later. Drive Now.’ 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Levy County Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp (left) and Sheriff Bobby McCallum provide 
a photo opportunity when requested. The top two professional law enforcement 
officers for the county were joined by a healthy contingent of other LCSO members who 
mingled with people as they came to the Faith and Blue event. There were many items 
available for free from the LCSO, including mouse pads with Crime Stoppers 
information, and orange or blue tote bags. 
 

 
Pastor Steve Miller and Tanisha Miller are among the happy couples at the event. 
Pastor Miller provided the opening prayer. 
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As Sheriff Bobby McCallum (center) speaks, WPD Chief Dennis Strow (left) and Levy 
County Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis (in the distance at 
the right) listen. Lewis and LCPC Founder and Member Robert Wells were present with 
other LCPC staff to provide support for the event held at Williston Elementary School. 
 

 
Chief Dennis Strow ends his welcome with two words ‘Go Gators!’ 
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Sheriff Bobby McCallum (left) and Pastor Steve Miller are among the people working to 
bring everyone together through the Faith and Blue event. Other means they use for 
peace in the land are prayers to God, and speaking with individuals and families about 
the power of love and kindness to one another. 
 

 
Among the young 
people who 
enjoyed the 
chance to meet 
and greet with 
members of the 
ministry, 
members of the 
law enforcement 
community and 
with other youths 
are Aaliyah Days, 
13, and Liniyah 
Days, 14. They are 
cousins. Here 
they are seen with 
official equipment 
of the American 
Cornhole League. 
Cornhole is a 
game where 

beanbags are thrown at a hole in a slanted wooden object. Generally, the team with the 
most holes hit with beanbags per throws wins.  
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     As for the big game that night, the Florida Gators lost to the Georgia Bulldogs their annual 
competition in Jacksonville, just as many sports prognosticators had anticipated for this football 
season. 
     Meanwhile in Williston, most of the people at the Faith and Blue event were Gators fans. There was 
at least one Clemson fan, and at least one kinda’ Georgia fan, and at least one FSU Seminole fan. The 
big screen was for the Gators-Bulldogs game, but other games were on smaller screens. 
     Children played the Cornhole game and enjoyed hotdogs, potato chips and water. They also tossed 
footballs. 
     While the official National Faith & Blue Weekend 2021 happened in many places from Oct. 8 
through Oct. 11, in Levy County it was on Oct. 30. 
     This program seeks to build more engagements between people. 
     At the heart of this initiative is the reinforcement of connections between law enforcement 
professionals and the communities they serve through the reach of houses of worship. 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum welcomed everyone and thanked the Williston Police 
Department and the Levy County Prevention Coalition for partnering with the LCSO at the event. 
     The sheriff said he understood there were many other things happening earlier that day, as well as 
during the 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Faith and Blue event, and then afterward that evening as well. 
     Sheriff McCallum said he is happy to see the love and kindness being shared by everyone at the 
event Saturday in Williston. The members of the LCSO and WPD are happy to be able to serve the 
people in Levy County and Williston, he said. 
     The sheriff said he is thankful to be at this event, and he feels blessed to be the sheriff of Levy 
County. Sheriff McCallum also is the president of the Florida Sheriffs Association during this FSA 
year. The FSA includes the sheriffs from all 67 of Florida’s counties. 
     The sheriff mentioned that he is glad to be at the event with Levy County Undersheriff Brett 
Beauchamp, and other members of the LCSO. The sheriff said the members of the LCSO try to treat 
all people like they should be treated. The members of the WPD, under Chief Strow, McCallum said 
also treat others as they would want to be treated if they were in the same situations they encounter. 
     Chief Strow shared his thoughts at the start of the event. 
     He said he was glad to participate in this time when it was a time where everyone could be brought 
closer together as one community.  
     With everything that has happened in 2020, including the global COVID-19 pandemic, Chief Strow 
everyone needs to be working together.  
     He ended his welcome and introduction “… with two great words. Go Gators!” 
     With that Pastor Steve Miller of the Destiny Church Of God By Faith said the opening prayer. 
     Then, there were the football games to watch on the screens as people joined in that. 
     During the commercial breaks and halftime, there were other activities for the people. Other 
pastors were anticipated to show up as the event unfolded. 
     Among the anticipated other clergy expected to participate were Pastor Reginald Williams of the 
Jones Temple Church of God In Christ. of Williston, and Pastor Johnnie Jones III of the Ministerial 
Faith Alliance. 
     The Levy County sheriff said he hopes this kickoff of Faith and Blue events in this county heralds a 
good starting point for similar events in the future. 
     As Sheriff McCallum mentioned, Saturday was a big day for events. 
     There was the Ninth Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Walk and Rally in Bronson. Also Saturday, 
the House Of The Happy Cats & Dogs conducted a dog wash event in Chiefland to raise money for its 
service to the Tri-County Area animals this group serves through low-cost veterinary care. 
     Also, Saturday the Yankeetown-Inglis Woman's Club held its 38th Annual Chili and Soup Cook-
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Off, Bake Sale & Silent Auction. 
     Later on Saturday evening, there was the Annual Trunk Or Treat event at First United Methodist 
Church of Chiefland. And this was the first year for the Tri-County Athletic Commission’s Halloween 
Bash and Trunk-Or-Treat event. 
     Likewise, there were positive Halloween-oriented events in Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 
     On Halloween evening, the WPD and Williston Fire Rescue members gave away candy from the 
Police and Fire Station in Williston. 


