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Breast Cancer Awareness 
Walk shows progress 

 
Driving a Bronson Fire Rescue engine at the front of the Ninth Annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness Walk in Bronson on Saturday (Oct. 30) is BFR Fire Chief Dennis Russell. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 31, 2021 at 2:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- Reggie Stacy heralded his Ninth Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Walk and Rally 
Saturday morning (Oct. 30) as the procession went from the United States Post Office in Bronson to 
the James H. Cobb Park. 
  

  

 
Reggie Stacy walks in front 
of the group of people who 
walked with him to bring 
awareness about breast 
cancer this year in 
Bronson. 
CLICK ON THE PHOTO TO 
THE RIGHT TO SEE THE 
VIDEO OF THEM 
WALKING. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhkXnjBM-jI
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The Bronson fire engine helps assure safety for the people walking in the breast cancer 
awareness event Saturday as the BFR Squad Truck stops oncoming traffic from Court 
Street. 
 

 
Willie Schnitzler sets up the sound system for the rally at James H. Cobb Park. 
Schnitzler is among many people who helped behind the scenes. He has participated in 
helping all nine years of this event. There were more than 20 individuals and business 
interests donating as sponsors this year in addition to people like Schnitzler who 
served in logistical manners. Those bags in the picture are among the door prizes from 
the rally. 
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Reggie Stacy confers with Nurse Practitioner Kizzy McCray-Sheppard just before the 
start of the rally. 
 
 
Deacon Nathaniel Patterson of 
Saint John’s Missionary Baptist 
Church of Bronson agrees to a 
photo opportunity moments 
before he said the opening prayer 
for the rally. 
 
 
     Stacy’s primary goal was attained 
again this year, as it has since its 
inaugural steps – bring awareness 
about cancer to the people. October is 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
     Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
began in 1985 as a partnership between 
the American Cancer Society and the 
pharmaceutical division of Imperial 
Chemical Industries. Betty Ford helped 
kick off the week-long event 36 years 
ago.  
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     She was herself a survivor of breast cancer. Betty Ford (April 8, 1918-July 8, 2011) was diagnosed 
with breast cancer when her husband, Gerald Ford (July 14, 1913-Dec. 26, 2006), was president of the 
United States (1974-1977). 
     The Ninth Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Rally In Bronson, scheduled from its 10 a.m. launch at 
the Post Office through the closing prayer at the park that is also known as the Bronson Sports 
Complex, showed even more support this year from the faith community, medical professionals, 
cancer survivors and others than in years gone by. 
     While Stacy has been leading a walk and having a rally every year in Bronson to help bring 
awareness for nine years now, this year’s event also provided an opportunity for the group to donate 
to the American Cancer Society in Gainesville, he said. 
     The walk originally was set for Oct. 9 this year, but Stacy needed to change the date to Oct. 30. 
     Deacon Nathaniel Patterson of Saint John’s Missionary Baptist Church of Bronson opened the rally 
with a prayer. Minister Charlene James was the emcee for the rally. 
     The schedule of events showed Lillian McClendon being the first singer of the day, with other songs 
performed by Catherine Manuel, the Greater Works Praise Team, Flora Vincent and Family, and 
Stacy himself, with Kevin Williams on Guitar. 
     Stacy performs under his stage name of Reggie RealStarr. He sings country music, southern rock, 
music from the 1980s and 1990s and Gospel music, and has earned recognition over many years and 
at many places with his talent. 
     Another performer of the day was Inari Brutton who performed a praise dance. 
     Emily Smith, R.N., was the first listed speaker of the day. Mike Hodges, a cancer survivor, and 
Kizzy McCray-Sheppard, a Nurse Practitioner, was another speaker who helped listeners understand 
more about cancer as everyone worked to bring awareness about the disease to the public. 
     Not only did the rally provide information and inspirational singing and speeches, but there were 
door prizes as well. 
 

 
This table shows the small differently colored vials of sand that were given to people to 
take with them as participants in a group sand art project. 
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This chart shows the representative 
colors for the different forms of 
cancer, including pink for breast 
cancer and lavender for all forms of 
cancer. Lung cancer is represented by 
clear color, which for sand art meant 
white sand like on Clearwater Beach. 
 
     And there was a unique artistic activity 
offered for everyone to participate. 
     Stacey Peters brought different colors of 
sand to provide an opportunity for an event 
that resulted in sand art, which was either 
raffled or presented to a person after the 
event Saturday. 
     People whose lives have been touched by 
cancer, for instance by a family member 
surviving or passing away after suffering 
from cancer, would select differently colored 
types of sand and then pour that color of 
sand into a big glass jar. 
     After that, each participant was given a 
small container with sand of that color, if 
they wanted, to take home as a memento 
from the day. 
     At the end of the day, a cap was placed on 

the jar and some person went home with the big art. 
 
Stacey Peters pours lavender 
sand to represent all forms of 
cancer as she participates in the 
sand art creation project. 

     Peters said this was an activity in 
contrast with some events where 
people released massive amounts of 
balloons into the air. When large 
numbers of balloons are released 
together, they can present a hazard to 
pilots. Beyond that, eventually 
balloons pop or fall to the ground and 
become part of the debris commonly 
known as litter. 


