
HardisonInk.com 
Chiefland mows down Holmes County 

- heads to conference championship 

 

 

 

 

 

Chiefland defender 

Lawrence Rivers 

uses his speed to 

run down Holmes 

County 

quarterback Colby 

Jones for a sack. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 

© Oct. 30, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND --     Chiefland Middle High School’s high-octane varsity football offense thrashed Holmes 

County Middle High School 41-6 Friday (Oct. 29) to earn a berth in the conference championship in 

Blountstown next week. 

 

 

 

Indian 

speedster 

Dakota 

Fanning 

turns on 

the jets and 

runs for a 

touchdown 

during the 

first half. 
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Chiefland quarterback Clint Thomas kicks it into a higher gear and speeds away from two 

Holmes County defenders for a touchdown. 

 

 
Big Chiefland defensive lineman James Latson barrels  through the Holmes County line to sack 

quarterback Colby Jones. Officials ruled Jones wasn't in the end zone when he was sacked. 
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Chiefland's bruising fullback Junior Brown (#4) follows blockers around the right end for a 

short gain in heavy traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holmes County receiver Kevin 

Belser catches a pass with Chiefland 

defenders Donovan Minichello (#3) 

and Dakota Fisher bearing down on 

him near the sideline. Belser 

dropped the pass. 
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Blue Devil quarterback Colby Jones finds running room on a quarterback keeper but has a 

Chiefland defender in hot pursuit. 

 

     The Indians unleashed a furious offensive attack late in the first half scoring 21 points in three minutes to 

pull away from the Blue Devils and take a 35-6 lead as the second quarter ended. 

     Chiefland will travel to Blountstown to play for the Class 1A Sunshine State Athletic Conference 

Championship on Friday, Nov. 3. Chiefland fans should remember that Blountstown is on central time, an hour 

behind Chiefland. 

     The Indians are 9-0. Blountstown is 8-1, having lost only to Holmes County early in the season. Coach Adam 

Gore said Blountstown is a premier football program that has played for the Class 1A Florida High School 

Athletic Association state championship three of the last six years. 

     Gore said he was proud of his kids’ effort against the 5-4 Holmes County Blue Devils. 

      “I say this every week,” Coach Gore said. “They just strap it up and go and we’ve come a long way in a short 

amount of time. We were real young and immature at the beginning of the year and now we’re a seasoned 

varsity football team. For the most part, we’re locked in, and everybody encourages everybody to play hard. I’m 

happy for them.” 

     Chiefland is the first team since 1965 to go undefeated in the regular season but they will have to beat a 

tough Blountstown team in the conference championship to match the 10-0 record of the 1965 team, Gore said. 

      “Blountstown is really good. Blountstown is a premier program,” Gore said. “They’re just really big, tough, 

strong, fast kids. When you go to Blountstown, they play football,” Gore said. 

     Gore said he isn’t sure why Chiefland, with a 9-0 record, must travel to Blountstown, 8-1, to play on their 

field for the championship. It gives Blountstown home field advantage. He thinks it has to do with the fact that 

this is Chiefland’s first year in the conference and they have to play in the Panhandle for some reason. 

     Chiefland’s Rating Percentage Index, commonly known as RPI, is better than Blountstown’s. The RPI is used 

to rank sport teams based upon a team’s wins and losses and strength of schedule. 

     Holmes County Coach Jeff Lee said his team came into the game short-handed after being decimated by 
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injuries. He said earlier in the season they were 5-1 and had beaten Blountstown but he said many of the team’s 

starters were being lost to injuries. 

      “We’ve been decimated by injuries. That comes with the game. The next guy needs to step up and play. We 

did not get that tonight,” Lee said. “I’m proud of us in the second quarter. We could have easily rolled over and 

let them have their way with us, but at the end of the half, that was the big thing – 21 points in three minutes. 

That was huge. If that don’t happen there and we score earlier it could have been a lot closer.” 

     Lee said the second quarter scoring binge by Chiefland was too much to overcome but he said his team 

needs to put the loss to Chiefland behind them. 

      “They’re a good football team. They got some special kids. We got to regroup. We got Hilliard next week. We 

still got a lot to play for,” Lee said. 

     Lee added that his number one receiver, Jake Riley, a senior, is the top receiver in the state, and the team’s 

quarterback, Colby Jones, has a great arm. Jones and Lee were unable to overcome Chiefland’s relentless 

pressure on the quarterback. 

     Chiefland scored its opening touchdown after losing the ball on a fumble at the 3-yard-line of the Blue 

Devils. Holmes County was forced to punt its offensive series stalled. Chiefland speedster Dakota Fanning 

returned the punt 35-yards. Dylan Cochran added the extra point. 

     Holmes County scored its only touchdown of the night on its next possession when Jones threw a 70-yard 

touchdown pass to Riley over the outstretched hands of a Chiefland defender. The two-point conversion failed. 

     The Indians, who hadn’t faced a great passer before Friday night’s game, quickly tightened up their pass 

defense. Jones was able to connect with Riley numerous times during the game but the duo never got close to 

the end zone again. 

     Chiefland, a scoring machine, used its next possession to march 45 yards downfield and score on a 40-yard 

touchdown run by Fanning. He left defenders in the dust with his speed. Cochran added the extra point. 

     The game got out of hand for Holmes County at the 2:57 mark in the second quarter when Chiefland scored 

three quick touchdowns. The first was a 20-yard touchdown run by quarterback Donovan Minichello. Cochran 

added the extra point. 

     Clint Thomas added the second of three scores when he ran the option out of the quarterback slot and used 

his tremendous speed to slash through the Blue Devil defense for a 55-yard touchdown. Cochran added the 

extra point. 

     The Chiefland defense shut down Holmes County quickly on its next series, setting up the third quick 

touchdown, a 50-yard touchdown run by Thomas running the option as quarterback. 

     The Indians scored their final touchdown with 2:51 left in the game when Thomas ran 40 yards for the score. 

The play was designed to sweep right, but Thomas’s path was cut off by Holmes County defenders. Thomas 

reversed field and used his speed to cut through the remaining Blue Devil defensive backs and linebackers on 

the opposite side of the field, scoring with relative ease.  


