
HardisonInk.com 
Daily news website earns placement among 

top independent news websites in Florida 

 
Jeff M. Hardison holds the Certificate of Award in the Florida Press Club’s 2020 Excellence in 

Journalism competition in the category of Online Independent News Site. The first, second or 

third place ranking in 2021 in that and other categories has not been announced yet, although 

the top three finalists in Online Independent News Site have been named. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – HardisonInk.com sole proprietor Jeff M. Hardison announced today (Friday, Oct. 29) 

that the 11-year-old daily news website is among the top three award-winners for 2021 in the Florida Press 

Club’s 2021 Excellence in Journalism competition. 

     Statewide in the Florida Press Club’s 2020 Excellence in Journalism competition, HardisonInk.com earned 

second place in the category of Online Independent News Site. 

     Florida Press Club (FPC) President Anne Geggis sent an email on Oct. 28 to announce “… the finalists from 

arguably the best state of news in the country!” 

     HardisonInk.com earned first, second or third place in the category of Online Independent News Site, again 

in 2021, according to information sent by FPC President Geggis. 

     Hardison said the second place win last year was a real day brightener and to have a repeat of being in the 

top three in this category speaks volumes about the quality of news and human interest stories, photographs 

and videos published in HardisonInk.com. 

     “I earned my first statewide award from the Florida Press Association in 1983 in the FPA’s Better Newspaper 

Contest, in the category of Investigative Reporting,” Hardison said. “Then, after graduating from the University 

of Florida with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Journalism in 1984, I earned some more FPA awards. 

     “My first award from the FPC was in 1989 in the category of Best Public Service,” Hardison said. “My second 



HardisonInk.com 
award from the FPA in the Investigative Reporting category was in 2006. My second award from the FPC was 

in 2020. Every year I entered a contest, I earned recognition during the past 38 years.” 

     Hardison said he is honored as well as being extremely happy to have been judged in the top three statewide 

for HardisonInk.com in the Florida Press Club’s 2021 Excellence in Journalism competition in the category of 

Online Independent News Site. 

     “The presentation ceremony last year was via Zoom,” Hardison said. “I rented a room at a motel to have 

reception good enough to participate. I think there is a stronger potential this year for the FPC to have an event 

somewhere in Florida. If I can attend, given the limits of space, time and money, then I will go.” 

     When the placements for winners are announced, the multiple award-winning journalist said he plans to 

publish those results. 

     “The FPC is the bees’ knees from my perspective,” Hardison said, “especially now, because it honors 

journalists as it always has -- not just the corporations that pay their salaries. I am Jeff M. Hardison doing 

business as HardisonInk.com. I achieved my American dream. As for my dreams as a native Floridian, they 

continue being happy as they have since I first started dreaming in early 1956. Some people may think I am 

dreamy. Go figure!” 

     The annual FPC event recognizes journalists from all over Florida for their work. 

     Frances DeVore founded the Florida Women’s Press Club in 1950, as a way to seek to balance inequity that 

kept women from career advancement in the news-providing profession. The name was later changed to the 

Florida Press Club. The organization includes hundreds of Florida journalists in newspapers, and now 

websites, from all over the state. 


