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Gilchrist County Legislative Delegation 
Hearing continues ongoing communications 
between constituents and state leaders  

 
State Rep. 
Chuck 
Clemons 
(left) greets 
Gilchrist 
County Clerk 
Todd 
Newton 
before the 
hearing. 
 

 
Story and 
Photos 
By Jeff M. 
Hardison © 
Oct. 27, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     TRENTON – The state senator and state representative for Gilchrist County conducted the 
annual Gilchrist County Legislative Delegation Hearing has been Tuesday afternoon (Oct. 26) after 
having to reschedule it from a previously planned date. 

(foreground) State 
Rep. Chuck 
Clemons (left) 
speaks with 
Gilchrist County 
Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz before the 
start of the 
meeting as 
(background) 
State Sen. Jennifer 
Bradley speaks 
with Gilchrist 
County 
Administrator 
Bobby Crosby 
before the hearing. 
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     State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) chaired the delegation this year. State 
Senate District 5 includes Levy, Dixie, Gilchrist, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Lafayette, 
Suwannee, Union and part of Marion counties. 
      State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21), whose district includes all 
of Dixie, Gilchrist and part of Alachua counties, is the other member of this legislative delegation. 
     The hearing on Tuesday was in the Gilchrist County Commission Meeting Facility, 210 S. Main St., 
Trenton. As Sen. Bradley had forecast, seating at the venue was adequate to provide for appropriate 
social distancing. 
     While the use of facial coverings was encouraged, only one member of the press followed that 
encouragement. 
      The legislative delegation holds a public hearing each year to afford local officials, members of the 
public, and other interested parties the opportunity to present legislative proposals or express 
opinions on state issues. The next Regular Session of the Florida Legislature is scheduled to convene 
on Jan. 11 in Tallahassee. 
     In closing the hearing, Rep. Clemons reminded listeners that this annual hearing is not the be-all, 
end-all for constituents to communicate with the members of the Florida Legislature who represent 
them. 
     “It doesn’t have to be a public hearing for the senator or myself to hear your cares or your 
concerns,” Clemons said. “We have staff. We have offices in this district for me. We have a Jonesville 
office (western Alachua County).” 
     The District 21 Florida House member added that Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton has 
provided office space in the Gilchrist County Courthouse for Clemon’s staff to meet with people. There 
is also a place in Cross City’s City Hall in Dixie County for meetings with the representative or his staff 
members. 
     The state leader reminded people that not every action taken by a House member or a senator is 
legislatively driven. Beyond making and amending laws, and helping budget for state expenses, these 
leaders have staff members who can help people solve problems. 
     Finding unclaimed property is a task they can assist with. Clemons gave other examples. He said 
normal wheelchair wheels are too skinny to work well in rural Florida where there are homes on 
sandy property. 
     Sometimes, it takes a legislator to help a staff member at a state agency understand that they need 
to approve the application for a wheelchair with a wider than normal wheel size for this reason. 
     Among the other examples, Clemons said there has been a need to move a member from a hospital 
in a state other than Florida to a Florida hospital. This was needed for an indigent family member that 
could not afford to rent a motel room for extended times or to travel to see their loved one in that 
distant hospital. Sometimes, a nudge from an elected state official can help people in agencies better 
understand the needs of the people, he said. 
     “Those aren’t legislative things,” Clemons said. “Those are things the senator and I do each and 
every day to make sure the quality of life in the areas we represent are at the maximum levels where 
we can possibly help.” 
     Clemons said he was honored to have had the privilege to listen to the people on Tuesday afternoon 
in Trenton. 
     “If you need us,” he said, “call us.” 
     Sen. Bradley said she, too, is honored to represent Gilchrist County in the Florida Senate. She 
added quickly that all 11 counties she represents are equally beloved by her. 
     While Tuesday’s focus was the upcoming legislative session, she considers it the beginning of 
discussions about those matters. 
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     She let listeners know there are methods to easily track bills on matters of interest to them. It starts 
on the Senate’s website, Sen. Bradley said. 
     That website is at https://www.flsenate.gov/. 
 

State Rep. 
Chuck 
Clemons and 
State Sen. 
Jennifer 
Bradley start 
the Gilchrist 
County 
Legislative 
Delegation 
Hearing in 
Trenton on 
Oct. 26. 
 

THE HEARING 
     While the end of the meeting can be seen as the beginning of the conversation for this legislative 
session, the meeting began with introductions. 
     Sen. Bradley said she calls Clay County home. She introduced her staff members legislative 
assistants - Mary Lee and Tonya Shays, and her secretary Hunter Peeler. Katelyn Heffley, another 
legislative assistant listed for the senator, was not at the meeting. 
     Lee focuses on appropriation requests, the senator said.  
     Rep. Clemons, like Sen. Bradley welcomed everyone. “It’s good to be in God’s Country,” Clemons 
said as he mentioned his home in western Alachua is in Newberry, which is part of District 21. 
     Clemons introduced all three of the women who make him look good, he said. 
     He introduced his wife Jane, as he decided this was “bring your spouse to work today.” 
     Beyond the actual home-front, 
where his wife makes him look 
good, the representative introduced 
Legislative Assistant Ellen Boukari 
and District Secretary Robin Steele. 
 
Rob Bradley, the husband of 
State Sen. Jennifer Bradley, 
listens to the conversation at 
the meeting as he sits next to 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz. 
 
     Sen. Bradley then said that in 
honor of “bring your spouse to 
work day” she introduced her 
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husband. Rob Bradley was in the audience, Sen. Bradley said. He was her predecessor in the Florida 
Senate. After the Gilchrist County Legislative Delegation Hearing, the couple is headed for Tampa to 
visit their daughter. 

REDISTRICTING 
     Passing a balanced budget, as the Florida Legislature does every year is one task. This year, Sen. 
Bradley added, the Senate and House are tasked with redistricting, as they must every 10 years. 
     In the Florida Senate, Bradley chairs the Congressional Redistricting Committee. Her other 
committee assignments this session are the same as the previous session. She was on the pandemic 
response select committee last session, but that committee has given its duties over to the various 
other interests such as health and education. 
     Clemons mentioned that he sits on the committee for redistricting in the Florida House of 
Representatives. 
     With that, he gave a broad view of what redistricting means from the 2010 versus the 2020 United 
States Census. 
     Thanks to technological advancements in the past decade, Clemons said he sees a lessened 
likelihood of bickering. The ease of seeing data and creating maps with today’s technology in contrast 
with the 2010 version should be easier. 
     And yet, Clemons said, regardless of anything, even before the first map of the new districts is set, 
there are groups expressing an intent to file lawsuits to contest them. 
     The census data shows reduced population in rural North Florida and an increased population in 
urban Florida, he said. 
     This means the geographical area of House districts in rural areas may grow, and there may be 
more House districts with smaller geographical areas for urban areas of the state. 
     Since the 2010 redistricting, Florida gained 2.7 million more residents, according to the 2020 
Census. 
     Clemons also serves on the Rules Committee and is the Majority Whip for the Florida House. With 
that brief start, he welcomed county and other leaders and constituents who had things to say. 
     Sen. Bradley mentioned the Florida Senate website includes an ability for interaction regarding 
redistricting, including information about the population as well as map-drawing options and 
opportunities for input. She said the Senate and the House are using the same program. 
     The state leaders then heard from different people as noted below. 
 

COUNTY CLERK TODD NEWTON 
     Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton told Bradley and Clemons that the Florida Clerks appreciate 
the work by the Florida Legislature with financial issues caused by the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Newton said Senate Bill 838, which became law and effective July 1, 2021, provides that the clerk, 
in his or her capacity as county recorder, must retain the service charge payments. This new law, he 
said, allows clerks to begin creating a reserve balance, which has been needed and will be useful in the 
future. 
     House Bill 31 was the companion to SB 838, Newton said, and Rep. Clemons is the sponsor of that 
bill.  
     Newton mentioned that the Clerk Partner Award is set to be presented to Rep. Clemons. 
     The $6.25 million provided to the 67 clerks with the backlog of cases in Florida, provided by the 
Florida Legislature last session, has helped, Newton said. In Gilchrist County, there have been seven 
trials in the past three months, Newton said. 
     To put the seven trials in three months into perspective, Gilchrist County rarely has trials. This 
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funding, he continued has helped this county deal with the subsequent overtime and other expenses 
incurred by the Clerk’s Office. 
     This session, Newton said, Florida’s clerks are looking for Rep. Clemons to help with House Bill 
397, which will be a continuation of what is needed to provide funding for no fee services such as 
mental health and substance abuse cases, Newtown said. 
     “In Gilchrist County this past year, we had 112 no fee cases,” Newton said, “and we had 223 
indigency cases.” 
     The clerk said that revisions in the law will let Gilchrist County receive funding for cases where 
there is no funding currently. 
     This revision, he said, will help fund the clerks’ offices in Florida, but it will provide an opportunity 
for some people who lose their drivers licenses in the current system to have a way to retain their 
license, and take their children to school and transport themselves to and from their jobs. 
     Rep. Clemons said the clerks of courts in Florida have seen the responsibility of collecting fees and 
paying bills. However, with the pandemic, there were no fees or other normal sources of revenue 
coming in to pay the bills. 
     Had the Florida Association of Clerks not brought forth the dire situation caused by the pandemic, 
the Florida Legislature would not have known, Clemons said.  

 

SHERIFF BOBBY SCHULTZ 
 
Sheriff Bobby Schultz speaks to the 
Gilchrist County Legislative 
Delegation. 
 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, 
whom Rep. Clemons tagged as “America’s 
Sheriff” and who has kept that nickname, 
asked for many of the same things Florida 
Sheriffs Association President Bobby 
McCallum asked of Sen. Bradley and State 
Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) 
when the Levy County Legislative 
Delegation Hearing was conducted in 
Williston recently, especially for improving 
the law to charge dealers with murder 

when it can be proved a particular sale of drugs led to death by overdose. 
     (To see the story and photos from the Levy County Legislative Delegation Hearing, click HERE.) 
     On another matter, Sheriff Schultz asked the state leaders to be on the lookout to support a bill to 
improve county jails meeting standards so that as they keep care, control and custody of inmates, that 
there is method to assure at least a minimum standard. 
     Whether the jail is run by a sheriff, or by the county government or by a private for-profit business, 
there needs to be across-the-board standards as well as a method to assure compliance by all Florida 
county jails, Sheriff Schultz said. 
     Sen. Bradley said she feels blessed to have sheriffs like Schultz. She mentioned that he led the 
Florida Sheriffs Association last year and he helped the FSA through the start of COVID-19. The 
Current president of the FSA is Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/10/10-7-21-exclusive-coverage-sheriff-and-others-share-with-state-legislators-.pdf


HardisonInk.com 
     Bradley said she thanks Sheriff Schultz and the whole team of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office 
to keep the county safe, and a great place to live and raise a family. 
     The sheriff asked one more thing of these two legislators. He asked them to fight with all the vigor 
they can muster to keep Lancaster Correctional Institution as an active prison, and to bring Cross City 
Correctional Institution, in Dixie County, back to full strength. The CCCI was closed due to flooding, 
but it is being brought back into service. Sheriff Schultz wants this Legislative Delegation to do what is 
needed to bring CCCI back full-force. 
     Rep. Clemons said he feels comfortable with LCI remaining stable. He sees the prison as being 
well-run. 
     Sen. Bradley said she will fight to increase correctional officers’ wages to recruit them and retain 
them. 
 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR BOBBY CROSBY 
     Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby spoke on behalf of the Board of County 
Commissioners. 
     He thanked the state leaders for rescheduling the hearing, after the previous one had to be 
cancelled due to a bomb scare. 
     He thanked the Florida Legislature for passing on the CARES Act funding from the federal 
government, which helped some local business owners. 
     He asked the leaders to continue the Payment In Lieu of Taxes and the Rural Economic 
Development programs. 
     The Springs Protection legislation, he continued, is vital to Gilchrist County, which is the springs 
capital of the world. 
     Other topics that Crosby brought for the state lawmakers to remember are widening State Road 26; 
improving Internet service for rural Floridians; and a continuation of the inmate labor services for 
government entities. 

SUPT. OF SCHOOLS JIM SURRENCY 
 
Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jim Surrency speaks about 
the district’s success in 
academics and with its 
efforts to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
     Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools Jim 
Surrency thanked the legislators 
for the state’s help with roof 
repairs, staff and student 
parking and a cafeteria-
auditorium at Trenton High 
School through the special 
facilities projects program of the 
state. 
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     The county’s superintendent of schools spoke about the progress the school has enjoyed with its 
academic programs. 
     Bradley congratulated Surrency on Gilchrist County attaining an “A” rating for its schools from the 
Florida Department of Education. 
 
OTHER SPEAKERS 
     Ben Glass of the Suwannee River Water Management District brought the state leaders up to speed 
on some of the many projects the SRWMD has completed, and which are in the works for springs 
protection. 
     Gabrielle Redfern asked for an easing of standards for students to receive Bright Futures 
scholarships for the next couple of years, due to the impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic on 
social and academic skills for Florida students. 
     And finally, one Gilchrist County resident expressed his concern about lack of Internet and 
cellphone service in Gilchrist County, as well as his interest in a redistricting plan that does not 
gerrymander the state to favor one political party over another. 

 
Sen. Jennifer Bradley, Sheriff Bobby Schultz and Rep. Chuck Clemons agree to a 
request for a photo op of the three of them after the hour and a half hearing on Tuesday 
afternoon. At the conclusion of this meeting, Sen. Bradley moved to have Rep. Clemons 
chair the hearing next year, and both parties agreed. This year, Sen. Bradley was the 
chair for all 11 of the legislative delegations of which she was part. 

 


