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Williston government economy is healthy 
More good news from easternmost city 

 
Williston City Planner 
Laura Jones speaks 
about some demolition 
of a roof area and wall 
area of “the arcade,” 
which is an eyesore 
across the street from 
City Hall. That 
exploratory work on 
Block 12 is among the 
progressive steps taken 
by the city to improve 
that stretch of 
buildings. There were 
no updates from 

leaders in the Community Redevelopment Agency, the Board of Adjustments or the 
Planning and Zoning Board at this meeting on Tuesday night. (See an update about tall 
grass at the former Williston Regional General Hospital at the bottom of this story.) 
Seen here, City Planner Jones is substituting as city clerk in the absence of Williston 
City Clerk Latricia Wright. 
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     WILLISTON – Williston Director of Finance Stephen Bloom on Tuesday night (Oct. 19) painted a 
picture of the city government’s economic standing as being relatively healthy. 

 

  

  
  
 

 

 

 

City Commissioner Elihu Ross and City Commissioner Darfeness Hinds prepare for the 
meeting Tuesday night. 
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Mayor Jerry Robinson looks at notes and Mayor Debra Jones looks over at people just 
before the start of the meeting Tuesday night. 
 

 
Vice President Marguerite Robinson and Michael Cox prepare for the meeting Tuesday 
night. 
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Williston Municipal Airport Manager Benton Stegall speaks to the City Commission. He 
received two unanimous votes on all of the actions he sought. The airport is showing an 
excellent return on investment for the city this year, and that is even before profits 
from sales from timber grown on the property is reported to the City Commission. 
 
     The five City Commission members – President Debra Jones, Vice President Marguerite Robinson, 
and city commissioners Elihu Ross, Darfeness Hinds and Michael Cox listened to Bloom’s concise, 
powerful and upbeat report, just as did Mayor Jerry Robinson, City Attorney Scott Walker, City 
Manager Jackie Gorman, City Planner Laura Jones and others. 
     Bloom provided a specific report with exact numbers for all of the accounts for general 
government, the airport, utilities and the like, through August. Bloom mentioned that the year-end 
report will include September, and even more details. The city government’s fiscal year is from Oct. 1 
through Sept. 30. 
     There was more good news for residents and visitors of Williston on Tuesday night, too. 
     President Jones led the discussion about the Fourth of July program for 2022. 
     The fireworks display is set for 12 to 15 minutes in length. There are better rain delay plans than 
this year, too. All systems are looking like “Go for launch” on July 2, 2022, as the easternmost 
municipality in Levy County promises to have another inviting event for celebrating Independence 
Day. 
     The Town of Bronson has not had its traditional fireworks show on the Fourth of July for the past 
couple of years due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     On a motion by Vice President Robinson, seconded by City Commissioner Hinds, the Williston City 
Commission voted 5-0 to the agreement for the Independence Day Celebration 2022 in Williston to 
be provided by Premier Events. 
     In another matter, closer on the calendar, Virtuous Endeavors was given a 5-0 vote of approval to 
sell Christmas trees in the city-owned empty lot near the old train depot, which is now an insurance 
sales outlet near the intersection of Noble Avenue and Main Street. 
     The vendor of these Christmas trees from North Carolina has promised a $500 donation to the 
Williston Chamber of Commerce, which of course is not part of the city government. 
     There was some discussion about possible parking issues with Flamingo Freeze, an ice cream 
vendor in the area, but there was mention of signage to point people to buy trees in one area and visit 
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Flamingo Freeze parking in another area. The idea of people buying ice cream as a spinoff from 
buying a live Christmas tree was mentioned too. 
 

RGH Lawn Problem 
     Known under a variety of names over the past decades, Regional General Hospital of Williston is 
involved in a federal civil action now, according to what Mayor Robinson said Tuesday night.  
     The hospital closed some time ago after it failed to see a profitable return on investment. In the 
aftermath, urgent care clinics filled some of the void and ambulances continue going from Levy 
County to Alachua, Marion and Citrus counties' hospitals with trauma patients. 
     Meanwhile Mayor Robinson made some calls to see what the city can do about mowing the grass 
there and applying that debt to the list of other possible liens against RGH’s previous or future 
owners. 
     City Attorney Walker is looking into the matter. The attorney explained to the city that it can take 
action in court to force the issue. That is more drastic than may be needed, he intimated. 
     Meanwhile, the grass has grown. The grass continues to grow. 
     Members of the Williston Utility Department conferred with the inmate workforce and used other 
research methods to determine a per-hour cost for mowing around the former active hospital, which 
now sits as a shell of a building. Discussion at the meeting indicated a potential of two teams of 
workers hacking down the overgrowth. 
     This is not going to happen too soon. 
     Conversation at the City Commission meeting on Tuesday night included comments showing that 
the Levy County Tourist Development Council’s building, which is adjacent to the former hospital, is 
not showing visitors the best side of urban Williston, with grass that is exceedingly high and unkempt. 
     As of Tuesday night, there is no definite time for mowers and weedwhackers to start their engines 
for this job, however it seems relatively likely that the city will accomplish the goal of cleaning up the 
shabby landscaping around the former RGH before the end of 2021. 
     While the mayor quoted chapter and verse of city ordinances leading to a rather reasonable 
probability of the city being able to go onto property that is not owned by the city to cut the lawn, etc., 
the city attorney is anticipated to review the RGH owners’ and other parties’ contentions in a dispute 
about money in the federal court system to determine if this intrusion by the government on private 
property can happen like the mayor and others want. 


