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Peanut festival is fun 

 
Some of the many people visiting the festival are seen walking down the wide 

sidewalks of Heritage Park. 

 

Story, Photos (except one) and Video 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 2, 2021 at 

9:11 p.m.  

     WILLISTON -- The 32nd Annual Central 

Florida Peanut Festival provided 

opportunities for family-oriented fun 

Saturday (Oct. 2) in Williston. 

     The traditional annual Williston Peanut 

Festival hosted by the Williston Chamber of 

Commerce once again attracted people of all 

ages from near and far. Blue skies and warm 

temperatures provided what some may call 

Chamber of Commerce Weather for that 

Saturday in the park. 

 

 

Even publishers have fun at the peanut 

fest. Here, Jeff M. Hardison is seen 

having fun, like many other people who 

used the cutout for a photo 

opportunity. 

Photo By Marc Pompeo 

(all other photos and video by Jeff M. 

Hardison) 
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Christina Formisano of the Williston Chamber and Drummond Community Bank 

mans a table for the Chamber. Gift baskets and cash were given away to people 

who bought raffle tickets for $10 each.  

 

 
Friends visit with one another at the festival. Here, Patty Galyean (left) of 

Williston and Williston City Council President Debra Jones greet each other. 
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Williston Police Department Chaplain Charlz Caulwell was among the WPD 

presence at the festival. The Rev. Caulwell is one of the many true treasures of 

Williston. 

 

 
Among the folks representing Williston Fire Rescue at the event are (from left) 

Firefighter-EMT Arsey Miller, Assistant Fire Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. and Fire Team 

Leader Jared Caswell. The WFR had an awesome presence again at the festival this 

year.  
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     All of Heritage Park, which is also known as Linear Park, was relatively full of visiting guests. 

Helping the visitors enjoy their day were vendors of food, drinks, information and more. Art, 

crafts, clothes, jewelry and many other types of items were all readily available. All of the way 

from just south of Northwest First Avenue next to Main Street to beyond the pavilion near 

Northwest Fourth Avenue, people filled the wide sidewalk. 

     There were even bounce houses on the northern end of the festivities for children to have fun. 

 

 
On stage at the Dr. Kenneth Schwiebert Pavilion are from left are Duke Halonski 

on bass guitar, Butch Batts on guitar, Jimmy ‘Nine Fingers’ Burgess and Jeff 

Million, also on lead guitar. They are Butch Batts and The Southbound Band. 

 

 
Meraris Deeson of Polk County is the sole proprietor of Pixie Suds. She sells 

scented soaps made from goats’ milk. She named her company after her first goat 

Pixie. She is among the many artisans who sold their art, crafts and products at the 

festival. 
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This is one of several food sites at the event. Alligator tail, fried fish, fired shrimp, 

funnel cakes and much more, including freshly squeezed lemonade were available 

from this outlet. 

 

     The Dr. Kenneth Schwiebert Pavilion was filled with music thanks to Butch Batts and The 

Southbound Band to start, and later with Reggie Stacy and guitarist Kevin Williams, as well as 

prerecorded music in the interim. 

     As one would correctly presume, all things peanut-oriented were on tap as well, including a 

wide variety of edibles that found their way from the fields, through various processing methods 

to the dining room table, or even were eaten on-the-spot at the festival that day. 

     Among the top servers of the free fried peanut butter sandwiches this year were John Gray, 

who is known for running Williston Peanut, and Tyron Spearman, the head of peanut-buying 

points. 

     This free fried peanut butter sandwich tradition has an exceedingly long standing at the 

festival. 

     Peanut buying points are where farmers from 10 states bring their crops of peanuts to be 

weighed and sold. There are 300 buying points across the United States, Spearman said, and 

this year an estimated 3.1 million tons of peanuts are anticipated for harvest. 

     Of the 10 states with farmers growing peanuts, Florida has consistently been third or fourth, 

and Georgia maintains its Number One status for growing the most peanuts, Spearman said. 

Spearman, who is president at Spearman Marketing, which was founded in 1986 in Tifton, 

Georgia, knows the benefits of peanuts. 
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     On request by HardisonInk.com, he even sang the song he composed in 1980 

more or less about peanuts. 

 

 
Click on the photo above to hear Tyron Spearman sing his peanut song. 

 

     Pachyderms and people are particularly partial to peanuts – peanuts! 

     Presidents, poets, the plain and the pretty pick peanuts – peanuts! 

     No matter the mood; for fun or for food, for snacks or even for lunch,  

     Portable, pleasing, popular, protein-packed – peanuts! 

     America’s favorite munch! Go Williston! 

 

    
Some of the multitude of peanut products at the festival included peanuts, peanut 

brittle, buffalo nuts, peanut butter and much more. 

 

http://https/www.youtube.com/watch?v=INMZQcknMcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INMZQcknMcg
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Among the many Williston Peanut workers at the event were (from left) Mary 

Nunez, Jo Marie Cameron, Debbie Richards and Veronika Taylor. 

 

 
John Gray, the guy who runs Williston Peanut (right), stands next to Tyron 

Spearman, the head of peanut buying points. They were making fried peanut 

butter sandwiches. 
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Olivia Roberts and her mom Regena Roberts represent Florida Cattle Ranchers, a 

beef-selling company owned by cattle rancher Brad Etheridge. They had beef for 

sale in the freezer truck at the site.  

 

 
Reggie Stacy (Reggie RealStarr) and guitarist Kevin Williams are among the 

musical performers at the festival. 
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* Learning about voting at one of the Levy County Democrats’ tents, children 

participate in a hands-on activity. 

 

 
Seen here (from left) are David Barnett, Danica Barnett, Briley Durden, Danielle 

Barnett, Aaron Durden and Julie Barnett. David and Julie Barnett are mother and 

father of the Barnett children, and they are grandfather and mee-maw (also 

known as grandmother) of the Barnett and Durden children respectively. They 

were among the families enjoying the festival. 
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Debra Weiss and her husband Peter Weiss are among the Master Gardner 

Volunteers who were at the event. 

 

 
Barbara L. Edmonds, horticulture program assistant and ISA certified arborist, 

manned the tent as the staff member for UF/IFAS Extension Levy County. She 

spoke about the Levy County 4-H participating in the 2021 Peanut Butter 

Challenge. From Oct. 1 though Nov. 21, donate unopened jars of peanut butter to 

the local Extension office and the Florida Peanut Producers Association will match 

jar-for-jar. This will help hurricane victims in the Florida Panhandle. To learn 

more about this project, go to this website -- http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/wakulla/4-

H/tropicana/ and bring unopened jars of peanut butter to the Extension offices 

that are participating. 

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/wakulla/4-H/tropicana/
http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/wakulla/4-H/tropicana/
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Peggi Young (left) and Harriett Jones are members of the Preserve & Improve 

Rural Levy group. The mission of the group is to provide stewardship of the unique 

rural characteristics of Levy County that enhance the quality of life for the people 

of Levy County. This is a non-partisan group of conservation activists. 

 

 
Wearing matching ‘Mission Possible’ shirts and representing Unity Family 

Community Center at the festival are (from left) Tamar Jones, Annie Battles 

and Shari Battles. This center is a non-profit organization that uses resources 

to improve the lives of under-resourced youth since 2002. 
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(from left) Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, Jordan Lindsey  

and Crystal Lara were on hand to register Levy County voters and to provide 

people with information about voting in Florida. 

 

 
One of the stars of the radio waves -- ‘Livin’ Large Larry’ (Larry Wilson) of The 

Morning Show on 106.9-FM the ‘I am country’ station -- was on scene Saturday.  

He broadcasts on Monday through Friday from 6 to 9 a.m. 
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Seth Johnson, a journalist with Main Street Daily News of Gainesville,  

came to Williston to see the peanut festival.  


