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Vision Committee sees slow restart 
Four of nine members show up 

 
(from left) Doug King, Bennitt Patterson, Chiefland Planning Project 
Coordinator Carol Gore, Chiefland Deputy City Clerk Belinda Wilkerson 
and Stoney Smith sit in a cozy, little meeting room at The Gathering Table 
Restaurant on Monday afternoon (Oct. 18). They are some of the people 
involved in the first meeting of the Chiefland Vision Committee, after a very 
long time. 
~ 
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     CHIEFLAND – Four members of nine-member Chiefland Vision Committee met in 
a very small room at The Gathering Table Restaurant on Monday afternoon (Oct. 18) as 
two city employees, one resident of Chiefland and one journalist watched. 
     The currently listed members of the Chiefland Vision Committee are Chairman Chris 
Jones (also the mayor of Chiefland), Michael Michaelis, Bennitt Patterson, Stoney 
Smith, Doug King, Jacob Piazza, Bob Mount, Bob Williams and Jason Kennedy. 
     Jones, King, Patterson and Smith were present. Deputy City Clerk Belinda Wilkerson 
and Chiefland Planning Project Coordinator Carol Gore were present as city staff 
members keeping a record of the meeting. 
     At one point, Smith said he felt he and the other members present were enough. 
Smith also asked Chairman Jones for his go-ahead to be the information gatherers for 
mission of the vision committee. The members of this committee, though, are regulated 
by the same Open Government laws for any other committees, board, councils and the 
like, including ad hoc committees providing input to government authorities like the 
Chiefland City Commission. 
     The Vision Committee and other committees like it are open to any member of the 
public to attend.  
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Mayor Chris Jones, who is the chairman of the Chiefland Vision Committee, 
sits next to Chiefland resident Michael Dockery at the meeting. The small 
meeting room was not conducive for taking a picture of all of the people 
there at the same time. In fact, if all nine members of the committee had 
shown up, there would not have been room for anyone else. 
 
     This committee has not met in at least a couple of years. On Monday, some of the 
people in the room ordered food and drinks, which were delivered by a waitress. 
     The restart reflected some general conversation about ideas related to annexation of 
surrounding areas; expanding the commercial, business or industrial zone of the city 
east and west; the reasons for a certain level of unlikelihood of manufacturing or 
distribution centers locating within Chiefland’s city limits; and the money the city has 
available to recover from the economic devastation caused by the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 
     Chairman Jones said many of the city’s water and sewer pipes are in need of 
replacement. There was some general discussion about potable water supply and sewer 
water handling capacity, as well as possible method for the city to pump more water and 
sell it to places like the City of Cedar Key and the Town of Otter Creek. 
     By the end of the almost hourlong meeting, the committee did not vote to advise the 
City Commission about any particular recommendations, although it did appear to be 
restarting. 
     Smith indicated his belief that water and sewer pipe improvements could be 
subsidized by money from the federal government dedicated to the city for recovery 
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from the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     The single tangible success story from the Chiefland Vision Committee’s previous 
meetings is the access road built parallel and to the east of U.S. Highway 19 between 
Taco Bell and Cash Munny Gun and Pawn. 
     A concept of beautification of downtown Chiefland by improving the front of 
buildings on Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) did not carry through from years ago.  
     Dockery complained about southern Chiefland not being targeted for development 
more. He also intimated some level of discontent for the level of community 
involvement by some residents for better economic development in that part of the city. 
     Although the meeting was advertised to be in the restaurant, the exceedingly small 
room where committee members and guests were situated was reserved under the name 
of “Carol Gore” rather than “Vision Committee” and restaurant workers initially were 
unaware of where to send people seeking to attend the meeting. In fact Vision 
Committee Member Smith was uncertain about where the group was going to meet, 
immediately prior to that meeting starting. 
     There was nothing on the agenda for “public input” to the committee, however since 
Mayor Jones had told Dockery that he can provide input to committees – like the 
recreation committee and the vision committee – rather than spend time discussing 
what he sees as problems with the police department, recreational facilities, and the way 
some residents in the city appear to not care about it as a whole, Chairman Jones invited 
Dockery to speak. 
     Dockery accepted the invitation and the question from Jones, and he repeated many 
of the complaints and stories he previously shared for the entire Chiefland City 
Commission earlier. 
     As far as a nuts and bolts request, Dockery said he would like to see better lighting on 
the southern part of Buie Park and surveillance cameras at the park, too, to reduce the 
inclination of some people to violate Florida law regarding vandalism and illegal drug 
use. 
     At a point when Dockery was continuing in a long speech about community 
involvement, Jones told him this was a meeting of the Vision Committee, and some of 
his input should be directed to the Recreation Committee. 
    When asked about a vision for Chiefland, the four members of the Vision Committee 
present could not provide clear answers at the restart. As for the actual members of the 
committee, the committee chair said he had spoken with two other members who did 
not appear Monday afternoon, who, he said, had indicated to him they would attend. 
     Like the various other advisory committees, the Chiefland Vision Committee includes 
one member of the Chiefland City Commission who will report back to the City 
Commission with recommendations. Then, a majority of the whole City Commission can 
reject or accept recommendations, or take other action based on that input. 
     There were no clear recommendations from this meeting. 
     Mayor Jones invited Dockery to go with him and meet with Chiefland Police Chief 
Scott Anderson if the resident wanted to speak about his ideas for improving security at 
Buie Park. 
     The next meeting of the Chiefland Vision Committee is currently set for Nov. 15 at 12 
p.m. at The Gathering Table Restaurant. 

 


