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NCBDC works toward hiring director 

 
A picture of part of the Zoom meeting Thursday shows some of the participants. Some 

participants were using the same computer in the same room, although most people involved 

with this Zoom meeting had one computer for one person. 
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     INGLIS – A Zoom meeting of the Nature Coast (Levy County) Business Development Council Thursday 

afternoon (Oct. 14) showed the NCBDC is continuing to work toward hiring a director to replace Executive 

Director David Pieklik, who accepted a job in Citrus County about 10 months ago. 

     George Buckner III, Joyce Wilson, Philip Geist, Greg Galpin, Denny George, Dorothy Pernu and others were 

“in attendance” at the Zoom meeting, which was recorded. Pernu became the next suggested member of the 

group, which is apparently in a bit of disarray as far as actual active members, as best as could be understood 

from the spotty Zoom connection on Thursday afternoon. 

     The Levy County Board of County Commissioners will consider the NCBDC’s recommendation of Pernu and 

at least one other person to be on the NCBDC Board. One person who was asked Thursday to join the group 

essentially declined the invitation at the outset, although as the meeting dragged on, she may have been coaxed 

into joining. 

     As for a replacement for Pieklik, three candidates for NCBDC executive director have been interviewed and 

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion is reportedly helping to vet this final set of frontrunners. Another round of 

interviews may be on the horizon. 

     In June, six months after Pieklik left and there was still no director for the NCBDC, the Levy County Board 

of County Commissioners – under which the NCBDC previously has served -- took more action to find a 

replacement for the vacant post of Nature Coast Business Development Council executive director. 

     An agreement with CareerSource CLM is making the county able to offer a better benefits package to 

whomever the NCBDC and County Commission choose as the next executive director. 
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     The NCBDC has a long and storied past in Levy County, some that was good and some that was not so good -

- including when its executive director in 2010 was formally charged with two counts of grand theft and two 

counts of scheme to defraud in connection with money missing from NCBDC accounts. 

     Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Glenn Bryan confirmed back then that person had made 

restitution of the funds, and she was released on her own recognizance after her arrest. 

     Among the bits of business news shared during the catch-as-catch-can spotty Zoom broadcast of the NCBDC 

meeting, was the level of progress with the Popeyes in Williston and Chiefland. The one in Williston continues 

to thrive and the one in Chiefland is going to open soon. 

     The KFC across the street from the upcoming Popeyes in Chiefland is seeing customers regularly now too. 

     A boat-builder in Chiefland, who had moved the company from Dixie County to property it bought from 

Central Florida Electric Cooperative – at the old CFEC office complex, has found more property in Alachua 

County. 

     The company reportedly anticipates continuing with its Chiefland operations in a support role for the 

expansion at the Alachua County property, according to information shared at the NCBDC meeting Thursday. 

     There was news about a couple of other big chain retail outlets building in Williston, next to the Popeyes at 

the easternmost municipality of the eight incorporated cities and towns in Levy County. One of the new retail 

outlets is a tractor supply company and the other is an auto parts store. 

     There may be a possible Frito Lay distribution center near Chiefland, if a local Realtor can find property the 

company wants for that purpose, according to information shared at the NCBDC meeting. There is a solar farm 

planned for construction by Duke Energy, as had been covered in the daily news website. 

     Indoor medical marijuana farming operations are seen as being attractive now to the NCBDC for an 

enterprising interest to invite to build in Levy County, because they consume a lot of electricity and provide 

many good-paying jobs. However, there was no specific company mentioned as starting a marijuana-growing 

process in Levy County. 

     There seemed to be some sort of attempt at making a snide comment about people who use medical 

marijuana, but the Zoom connection for the NCBDC -- compared with the good one earlier in the day by the 

Gilchrist Anti-Drug Coalition -- caused a lot of the business group’s information to be lost. 

     About 50 percent of that meeting went into the ether of bad Internet service in rural North Florida. This is 

detrimental for business interests looking at Levy County – bad Internet service. 

     Business developers look at several things before buying property and building. Some foundations for 

investors to consider before building include existing infrastructure, the existing available workforce, the 

existing housing available, connections to highways, etc. 

     Before the Zoom connection cut out, there was an early part of the meeting where the NCBDC announced in 

its financial statement that the group has about $85,000 in its account as of the latest figures reported 

Thursday. 


