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Gilchrist coalition 
gears up to reduce drug abuse 

 
Gilchrist Anti-Drug Coalition Executive Director Robert Wells speaks about anticipate 
programs to start for fifth graders in Bell and Trenton soon. 
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     TRENTON – The Gilchrist (County) Anti-Drug Coalition (GADC) showed progress Thursday 
(Oct. 14) as it moved toward helping reduce death and destruction of families and lives. 
     GADC Executive Director Robert Wells, Chairwoman Sheryl Brown, Vice Chairwoman Sheila 
Smith, Treasurer Alesha Smith and Secretary Beverly Goodman were among the active coalition 
leaders in the one-hour Zoom meeting. 
     Brown, who is a captain in the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, was not feeling well and did not 
participate much. Vice Chairwoman Smith took over leading the room after Executive Director Brown 
initiated the monthly meeting. 
     Treasurer Smith was nominated and approved unanimously after previous Treasurer Debbie 
Destin needed to leave the post as a result of more demands from her duties as the manager of the 
Otter Springs Park and Campground, and her commitment in helping establish Camp Valor at the 
campground. 
     The group unanimously approved a motion to spend up to $500 to initiate the construction of a set 
similar to one used by the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition, where parents can learn about hiding 
places (stashes) disguised by children abusing drugs.  
      This is known as an “In Plain Sight” room. 
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Executive Director Wells was given authority to confer with other the Dixie County Anti-Drug 
Coalition to find where it bought paraphernalia, such as fake soda cans with false bottoms, to use in 
this mockup bedroom scenario. 
     The Levy County Prevention Coalition does not have this type of setup established for parents to 
visit and find places where their children may be hiding drugs and paraphernalia such as pipes, 
needles, scales and the like. 
     Wells told the attendees about a grant to allow the Gilchrist Anti-Drug Coalition to initiate its Too 
Good For Drugs and Too Good For Violence programs in the fifth grades of Bell Elementary School 
and Trenton Elementary School.  
      The GADC is working on the grant with cooperation from CDS Family & Behavioral Health 
Services Inc. Wells added. 
     This will start with the Too Good For Drugs program and then go into the Too Good For Violence 
program, he said, and the hope is to roll this out during Red Ribbon Week 9oct. 23-31). 
     The Zoom meeting was attended by representatives from the Partnership For Strong Families, The 
Hanley Foundation, the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, the Ad Litem Guardian program of 
Levy County and Gilchrist County, Another Way, Meridian Behavioral Health, the College of Central 
Florida and the Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco, where each agency’s 
representative was given time to speak about various programs and events that they have planned. 
     People who want to announce events that are open to the public can send the date, time, place, 
what is happening and a contact name and number to have those events listed on the Community 
Calendar. Send the information to hardisonink@gmail.com. 
     Ad space is available for sale as well. A one-month ad on all seven pages to announce an event costs 
$400. A yearlong ad of the same size on all seven pages costs $1,500. For more information, send an 
email to hardisonink@gmail.com. 


