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Chiefland City Commission 

hears from group, again 

Redistricting meeting set 

 
Chiefland City Hall is where the Chiefland City Commission meets, and it is where the next 

meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee is slated to meet, according to what was said by 

Vice Mayor Norman Weaver during the Oct. 11 City Commission meeting. 

 

Story and Photo 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 13, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland City Commission on Monday night (Oct. 11) again heard from a few 

residents who complained, especially about Buie Park but also for some alleged “disconnect” between the city 

government and the people. 

     All five members of the Chiefland City Commission heard from the group. The five Chiefland City 

Commission members are Mayor Chris Jones, Vice Mayor Norman Weaver, and city commissioners Lance 

Hayes, Rollin Hudson and Lewrissa Johns. 

     Michael Dockery of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force again addressed the City Commission. 

     Dockery spoke about a group of men years ago who he said partnered with the Chiefland Police Department. 

The men, who were not sworn law enforcement officers, were given walkie-talkies, Dockery said, and when 

they saw what appeared to be illicit activity, such as drug dealing, they would contact the CPD. 

     This led to a significant decrease in criminal behavior in Chiefland, Dockery said. 

     Dockery said he wants to see more communication between CPD officers and people in Chiefland. 

     With no more on that topic, he switched gears. 

     As he shared pictures he took at Charles Strickland Recreational Park, 2340 N.W. Old Fannin Road, and 

Eddie Buie Park, in the 900 to 1000 Block of Southwest Fifth Street (Buie Park Road), he seemed to infer that 

one park is given more city resources than the other. 



HardisonInk.com 
     He noted that Strickland Park has a large, paved parking lot, while Buie Park does not. Dockery said it was 

his opinion that access to Buie Park was not as easy for a person in a wheelchair, as the wheelchair-bound 

person had easier access in Strickland Park. 

      Dockery said the pavilion at the back of Buie Park is not as accessible as the picnic pavilion tables closer to 

the parking lot of Strickland Park. Providing pavement for parking at Buie Park, Dockery said, may be funded if 

the city seeks grants for that. 

      After spending several minutes detailing road building standards, Dockery switched to speaking about 

putting cameras in Buie Park. Then, he spoke about people drinking beer and smoking marijuana in Buie Park. 

      Then, he alleged there is a gate to Buie Park that is locked and therefore does not allow the public to use it. 

     Mayor Jones interrupted Dockery as he rambled on about his various complaints with Buie Park’s alleged 

shortcomings. 

     Jones told Dockery there is another forum for a productive conversation leading to action, in contrast with 

him sharing what he sees as faults at Buie Park during a City Commission meeting. 

     While everything the city has accomplished with improving Buie Park over the years may not meet Dockery’s 

standards, Mayor Jones said, there is no plan by the city government to stop spur-of-the-moment use of the 

park during regular park hours of operation. 

     The mayor again reminded Dockery there is a trail in Buie Park that was built using state tax dollars. That 

trail is for people to walk on. It is not a road, Jones said. If Dockery has a problem with poles placed to stop 

unlawful ATV use of that walkway, then the city can strive to improve it for wheelchair access. 

     “There is not a driving trail at Strickland either,” Jones told Dockery, who seemed to intimate that one park 

was given preferential treatment because it is on the north side of the city rather than on the south side. 

     Mayor Jones asked City Attorney Norm D. Fugate if the mayor’s assertion to Dockery that the general City 

Commission meeting is not the time to continually complain about what Dockery sees as shortcomings of Buie 

Park. There can be a specific separate meeting for that, Mayor Jones indicated, where specific changes to Buie 

Park can be sought for approval later at a general meeting. 

     Fugate said the City Commission can refer the alleged issues at Buie Park to the Recreation Committee. 

      Vice Mayor Weaver is the chairman of that committee, and he is the liaison to the City Commission for 

matters related to parks and recreation. Weaver can bring forward recommendations for consideration by the 

whole City Commission to improve the city’s recreational facilities. 

     Vice Mayor Weaver told Dockery he plans to schedule a Recreation Committee meeting in City Hall, and he 

will advise Dockery of the date and time for that meeting. 

     Even though the mayor had moved that discussion about specific problems Dockery saw at Buie Park, 

Commissioner Hudson then spoke about the money spent to build a walking trail in Buie Park. It was funded, 

Hudson said, but there was then no grant funding remaining to build a new parking lot for Buie Park. 

     Then, Hudson started speaking about the right-of-way of the road neat to the park and the Suwannee River 

Water Management District’s restrictions on nonpermeable asphalt without a retention pond. Engineering and 

construction of a retention pond would add cost, Hudson intimated. 

     Dockery said he is retired from the Florida Department of Transportation is familiar with driveways and 

SRWMD drainage requirements.  

     Then, Victoria Larkin came to the podium. She announced that she is part of the Chiefland Neighborhood 

Task Force as well as being a leader in a league that provides group sports team opportunities in Chiefland. It is 

named Tri-County Sports Commission (TCSC). 

     Larkin said she does not want to be known as a chronic complainer, however she said she works so much 

that sometimes she forgets what day it is. She said on Sunday, she tried to get her children ready to board a 

school bus because she thought it was Monday. 

     When parents of children involved in the TCSC repeatedly ask her about matters, Larkin said they are not 

complaining to her. Instead, Larkin said, they know she, like them, are very busy with their jobs, school matter 



HardisonInk.com 
with their children and other day-to-day chores, etc., and perhaps she has forgotten their requests. 

     Larkin said that she, as a member of this recently formed ad hoc neighborhood task force, is able to speak 

with people in Chiefland and then share that feedback with the Chiefland City Commission.  

     Larkin then said she knows investors who want to build a Dollar General, or a similar retail outlet, on the 

south side of Chiefland. She wants to participate in the Vision Committee meeting so that she can bring 

investors to the city government for development in south Chiefland. 

     Before speaking about the actual process for a person or company to buy and develop land for commercial 

purposes, she switched topics. 

     Larkin said she thinks placing video cameras at Buie Park will reduce the vandalism as well as the illegal 

alcoholic beverage and other drug consumption at Buie Park. Larkin repeated an ongoing statement that there 

is some sort of “gap” between the city government and people of Chiefland. This new task force is meant to be a 

bridge between those two points. 

     Alice Monyei, another member of the ad hoc task force, which is comprised of at least Dockery, Larkin and 

Monyei, said she wants the minutes to the City Commission meeting to be placed on the city’s website. 

     City Manager Laura Cain reminded Monyei that the minutes have never been on the website, and they will 

not be found there. When the city changed its website to make it ADA compliant, there was a choice then not to 

add minutes from meetings to the site. 

     Cain provided Monyei with a paper copy of the minutes from the most recent City Commission meeting. 

Monyei said she wanted minutes from the whole previous year. Cain said she would provide her with those 

minutes. 

     Monyei then asked for the Chiefland City Commission to broadcast its meetings on Zoom, YouTube or 

Facebook.  

     City Commissioner Johns said she agrees with using teleconference, where they people call in on a telephone 

to a specific number to “attend” the meeting that way. This is the process used by the Levy County Board of 

County Commissioners and the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners. 

     Williston City Council broadcasts its meeting live on YouTube.com. 

      City Attorney Fugate said when the records anything, that becomes a public record. Therefore, the city must 

maintain that record for a period of time, and there is some expense for equipment and personnel to meet that 

demand. 

     Just as he said at the meeting prior to the Oct. 11 meeting, Fugate reminded Monyei and others that any 

person can broadcast the meetings via Facebook or whatever, as long as that process does not interfere with the 

orderly function of the City Commission. 

     Fugate said there is an online publication in Cedar Key that creates video from that city’s meeting, and since 

it is a third party separate from the government, its requirements to keep those records are different. 

Redistricting 

     Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean was granted permission to use the Tommy Usher Community Center, 

506 S.W. Fourth Ave. (State Road 345), in Chiefland, on Oct. 25 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. for public comment 

and input of the redistricting lines of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners and Levy County School 

Board. 

     The City Commission voted 5-0 to waive the fees.  

     Each 10 years, these five districts are realigned as political subdivision of the county. 

     This will allow the general public to provide comments to the firm hired for this purpose of redistricting the 

Levy County Commission and Levy County School Board. 

Students of the Month 

     Vice Mayor Weaver presented the Outstanding Student awards in a program that has become known as the 

Student of the Month. 

     Weaver who has been a professional educator for at least almost 30 years and continues to serve as a high 
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school football referee through the Florida High School Athletic Association’s set of games, said students who 

earn the Student of the Month recognition are what teachers would love to see in their classrooms. 

     “It really starts with the parents and the parent at home,” Weaver said before presenting the certificates. “If 

those parents do their job, and work with that young person, and listen a lot, not berating all the time, (then) 

you’re going to have a good kid. They’re going to come out great.” 

     Weaver noted there are other situations, where the child succeeds despite a less-than-suitable environment. 

     “Sometimes a kid does well when they have a sorry parent,” Weaver said. “There’s a few of those and thank 

God for that. But I want to praise the parents for taking care of their child.” 

     He went on to note specifically that when a parent comes to a sporting event and watches their child 

compete, it has a positive impact on their son or daughter. 

     There was a student selected by a teacher or group of teachers from Chiefland Elementary School, Chiefland 

Middle School and Chiefland High School who were named as Student of the Month. 


