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Animals are blessed 

 
The Rev. Jon Davis, Ph.D., who is the vicar of Christ Episcopal Church, Cedar Key, 
holds a bandanna like the ones given to owners for each animal blessed on Sunday (Oct. 
10). The bandanna says ‘I was blessed On St. Francis Day - Christ Episcopal Church.’ 
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     CEDAR KEY – Many animals enjoyed being blessed Sunday afternoon (Oct. 10) in City Park at 
Cedar Key. 

 
 

 
In this video, The Rev. Jon 
Davis, Ph.D., walks around 
City Park of Cedar Key as he 
says the corporate blessing 
for all animals. Click on 
the PHOTO to see the video. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdvPcSJjrWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdvPcSJjrWk
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Gwen Zeigler holds 
Dakota ‘Koko’ a 
Terrier. This dog’s 
relatives were among 
the other canines that 
were blessed Sunday. 
Sitting behind Zeigler 
are Cedar Key Police 
Chief Virgil Sandlin 
who is holding the 
leash for his dog 
Trooper, and ChaRue 
Sandlin, senior 
warden for Christ 
Episcopal Church, 
Cedar Key, who is 
holding a leash for 
another relatively 
large dog. People 
socialized before the 
service began and folks and pets were called to gather in an area on the western side of 
the park. People were careful not to stand too closely to one another, even though the 
service was outdoors, as a method to help reduce health issues that linger from the 
ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

 

Tighe (left) a 6-month-old Havanese (the national dog breed of Cuba) looks at another 
dog to say ‘Hello’ before the start of the service. At the other end of the leash of Tighe 
(to the left and out of camera shot) is Rory Brennan of Cedar Key. 
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The Rev. Jon Davis opens the service for the blessing of the animals in Cedar Key’s City 
Park. 
 

 
Eileen Senecal of Cedar Key reads A Litany on Behalf of All God’s Creatures. 
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Rory Brennan holds his 6-month-old Havanese puppy Tighe just before the service. 
 

 
Rory Brennan shows his new puppy to his friend Eileen Senecal after the blessing of the 
animals. 
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The Rev. Jon Davis blesses the dog named Trooper as Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil 
Sandlin watches his dog being blessed. 
 
 
The Rev. Jon Davis blesses the dog 
named Keya as Keya’s ‘aunt’ Jennie 
Pinto and Keya’s owner Mark 
Winegarden (Jennie’s brother-in-law) 
observe the blessing.  
 
 
     Likewise, their owners, or their daddies, 
mommies, aunts, uncles and the like also 
were warmed by the Spirit as the Rev. Jon 
Davis, Ph.D., who is the vicar of Christ 
Episcopal Church, Cedar Key, led 
participants in the service, the prayers and 
then blessed animals universally as well as 
blessing each individual animal brought to 
the park. 
     The warmth of the Sun was relatively 
strong that afternoon with temperatures in 
the low 80-degree Fahrenheit range. Pets 
and owners found shade at various points on the western side of the park as the vicar went from 
person to person blessing their pets. 
     During the weekdays, Dr. Davis is the mission strategist, trainer and coordinator of Fresh 
Expressions. To see the website for Fresh Expressions, click HERE. 
      A fresh expression of church is one of over a thousand new Christian churches or congregations 
that have developed within one or more Christian denominations and organizations in the United 
Kingdom and abroad, including the Church of England, the United Methodist Church, the United 

https://freshexpressionsus.org/
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Reformed Church, the Church of Scotland, The Salvation Army and others. 
     Meanwhile on the weekends, the Rev. Davis serves the members of the congregation of Christ 
Episcopal Church, Cedar Key, as their vicar. 
     On this particular Sunday, all humans and animals were welcomed to be in City Park with their 
pets and other animals to be blessed. All are welcome at Christ Episcopal Church all of the time. This 
event is part of the church’s reaching into the community beyond its walls. 
     In addition to receiving the blessing, pets’ owners were given bandannas for their pets with the 
words “I was blessed On St. Francis Day - Christ Episcopal Church.” Dogs were the type of animal 
most brought to the park for blessing on this day. 
     Churches around the globe celebrated on Sunday something that St. Francis of Assisi started 
almost 800 years ago: blessing animals. 
     During the animal blessing service Sunday in Cedar Key, there was a pause for people to remember 
their pets who have passed away, too. 
     Saint Francis, the patron saint of animals and the environment, first introduced the concept that 
human beings are only one of the myriads of the creations of God. 
     And Saint Francis reminded people in his time that all creations are blessed in God's "eyes." The 
feast day of St. Francis (the day that he died) is celebrated every year on Oct. 4. The blessing of the 
animals’ services usually are scheduled for the Sunday closest to that day.  
     The Rev. Davis started the program as planned at 2 p.m. on Oct. 10. He mentioned at the outset 
that the dogs were meeting and greeting each other, as they should. Some people who arrived before 
the event socialized a bit during those moments as well. 
     He invited attendees to prepare for the service as he invited them to open the flyer provided, and 
then everyone opened the handout to proceed with the service. 
     “The Lord be with you,” the Rev. Davis said. 
     “And also with you,” the people responded. 
     “Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole 
creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living things. You are even more 
wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. As you 
take care of us, so also, we ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look after 
them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen,” he 
said. 
     Then, the vicar spoke about a passage in Romans 8 which addresses all of creation longing for 
redemption in the world.  
     Among those passages is Romans 8:19- 28 (King James Version), it notes that: 
 
     For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
     For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected 
the same in hope, 
     Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 
     For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
     And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
     For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet 
hope for? 
     But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 
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     Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
     And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
     And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 
 
     Here at Cedar Key on that Sunday afternoon, the Rev. Davis said, the people join with Creation in 
the longing for redemption. Father Davis spoke about the Jerusalem Bible, which he said, “says that 
all Creation stands on tiptoe just to see that redemption come.” 
     The Jerusalem Bible is product of the age of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), It was 
published in 1966 and is considered by some to be the first truly modern Bible for Catholics. 
    In the entire universe is standing on tiptoe, yearning to see the unveiling of God’s glorious sons and 
daughters! For against its will the universe itself has had to endure the empty futility resulting from 
the consequences of human sin. 
    In The Passion Translation of the Bible, Romans 8:19-28 notes that: 

     The entire universe is standing on tiptoe, yearning to see the unveiling of God’s glorious sons and 
daughters! For against its will the universe itself has had to endure the empty futility resulting from 
the consequences of human sin. But now, with eager expectation, all creation longs for freedom from 
its slavery to decay and to experience with us the wonderful freedom coming to God’s children. 
     To this day we are aware of the universal agony and groaning of creation, as if it were in the 
contractions of labor for childbirth. And it’s not just creation. We who have already experienced the 
firstfruits of the Spirit also inwardly groan as we passionately long to experience our full status as 
God’s sons and daughters—including our physical bodies being transformed. For this is the hope of 
our salvation. 
     But hope means that we must trust and wait for what is still unseen. For why would we need to 
hope for something we already have? So because our hope is set on what is yet to be seen, we patiently 
keep on waiting for its fulfillment. 
     And in a similar way, the Holy Spirit takes hold of us in our human frailty to empower us in our 
weakness. For example, at times we don’t even know how to pray, or know the best things to ask for. 
But the Holy Spirit rises up within us to super-intercede on our behalf, pleading to God with 
emotional sighs too deep for words. 
     God, the searcher of the heart, knows fully our longings, yet he also understands the desires of the 
Spirit, because the Holy Spirit passionately pleads before God for us, his holy ones, in perfect 
harmony with God’s plan and our destiny. 
 
     During the service in the park, the Rev. Davis asked listeners to stand on their tiptoes for a few 
seconds, as he reminded everyone that standing on tiptoe gives an individual a bit more height to see 
better, to see farther and perhaps “to see what is on the other side.” 
     It is a posture of expectation and of hope, he said. 
     God has called humans to be stewards of Creation, Davis said, as continued sharing messages in 
the blessing of the animals service. People are to take care of the Earth.  
     At this event, the blessing of the animals, the people came to rejoice in His Creation, and 
specifically to rejoice in the animals that God has given to humans as pets, as well as all of the animals 
of the sea, and all of the animals in the air and on the land, he said. 
     The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) was read. 
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    This prayer is attributed traditionally to St. Francis, however its origin is more recent.  
 
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  
And where there is sadness, joy.  
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand;  
To be loved, as to love;  
For it is in giving that we receive,  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  
Amen. 
 
     The service included reading Luke 15:3-6 where Jesus tells the parable of leaving 100 sheep to find 
the lost sheep in the wilderness. 
     There was also a litany of four sets of corporate prayers read on behalf of all God’s creatures. 
     Then, the Rev. Davis gave a blessing of the animals corporately as he walked around the people and 
pets gathered in the park, sprinkling holy water every few steps. 
 
Blessing of the Animals Corporately: 
     The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth and the sea. 
     They share in the fortunes of human existence and have a part in human life. 
     God, who confers gifts on all living things, has often used the service of animals or made them 
reminders of salvation. 
      Animals were saved from the flood and afterwards made a part of the covenant with Noah. The 
paschal lamb recalls the Passover sacrifice and the deliverance from slavery from Egypt. 
     A giant fish saved Jonah. Ravens brought bread to Elijah. 
     Animals were included in the repentance at Nineveh; and animals share in Christ’s redemption of 
all God’s creation. 
     We, therefore, invoke God’s blessing on these animals. 
 
     Then the vicar of Christ Episcopal Church, Cedar Key, went to each person who brought an animal 
to be blessed, again sprinkling holy water and praying for the owners and their pets. 
    For each person and their pet, he said, “May you (owner’s name) be blessed in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. May you and (pet’s name) enjoy life together and find 
joy with the God who created you.” 
     As he closed the service, Dr. Davis reminded listeners to rejoice in the Power of the Holy Spirit, and 
to go in peace. 
     For more information about Christ Episcopal Church, located at the corner of D Street and Fifth 
Street in Cedar Key, visit the website https://www.christchurchcedarkey.org/.  

https://www.christchurchcedarkey.org/

