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Commission chairman 
honors fellow Rotarian 

 
Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks reads from a version of the Holy 
Bible via his telephone as he speaks about the late Levy County Property Appraiser 
Osborn ‘Oz’ Barker, who was Meeks’ friend, a Christian and a fellow member of the 
Chiefland Rotary Club. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 8, 2021 at 8:11 a.m. 
     BRONSON – As has become an all-too-often occasion during the past 18-plus months, and 
especially in the past few weeks, there were moments of recognition for a fine human being who 
passed away recently. 
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Photos of the late County 
Commissioner Mike 
Joyner (left) and the late 
Levy County Property 
Appraiser Oz Barker with 
flowers between them 
greet visitors to the Levy 
County Commission 
meeting on Tuesday 
evening (Sept. 7) in 
Bronson. The governor 
must appoint people to 
complete the terms of 
these elected county 
leaders, who both were 
outstanding gentlemen 
that served God and their 
countrymen. 

 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum (left) and Levy County Fire Rescue Chief 
(Department of Public Safety Director) Mitch Harrell are seen in the County 
Commission meeting room Monday evening just before the start of the meeting. These 
men lead the countywide agencies for law enforcement and fire-rescue services. Many 
people in the professions of law enforcement and other first responders have died from 
symptoms of COVID-19 in the past 18-plus months. Still other professionals survived 
but have lingering side effects even after having recovered. 
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     After a special meeting of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners failed to result in the 
immediate selection of the next county attorney due to a 2-2 tie delaying that choice, another regular 
twice-monthly County Commission meeting on Tuesday evening (Sept. 7) opened in part with a 
moment of silence, and more. 
     Former County Road Superintendent Kelly M. Jerrels Sr., who just retired in June of last year, died 
on Sunday (Sept. 5), Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks said before pausing for a 
moment of silence that evening. Jerrels was 62 years old. 
(To see the story, photos and video about Kelly Jerrels retiring, click HERE.)  
     Chairman Meeks said that since the most recent meeting of the Levy County Commission two 
weeks ago, almost a dozen (local) people died from COVID-19 and other health issues. He called for 
moment of silence for the Jerrels family, and for the many other families who lost loved ones and who 
are going through hardships and sadness from others who are hospitalized from COVID-19, and other 
health issues. 
     After everyone in attendance showed respect by pausing for a moment of silence with Chairman 
Meeks, the County Commission leader took some time to speak about his dear friend, the late Oz 
Barker. 
     The late Levy County Property Appraiser Barker, like Meeks, was a member of the Chiefland 
Rotary Club. On many occasions, Barker would provide the opening prayer for that civic organization. 
“Service above self” is a Rotarian theme, and Barker lived that motto just as he lived as a Christian. 
     Meeks let people know, if they did not already know, that Barker would profess his Christianity to 
any person who would listen. 
     “He didn’t hide from it,” Meeks said. “And I am going to miss him. I am going to miss that. I’m 
going to miss him as a friend, but I am going to miss that other part too.” 
     Chiefland Rotary Club President Jeffrey D. Beauchamp. CPA, read a passage from the bible during 
the Sept. 1 meeting of the club, Meeks said, and he shared those verses with listeners at the regular 
County Commission meeting on Tuesday night (Sept. 8). 
     Meeks said these verses epitomize his friend Oz Barker. 

 

Holy Bible, New Living Translation 
Philippians 1:20-24 
Paul’s Life for Christ 
     20 For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for 
Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or 
die. 21 For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more 
fruitful work for Christ. So, I really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn between two desires: I long 
to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I 
continue to live. 

 

     “If you know Oz, that was him,” Meeks said. “He preached it. But he knew where he wanted to be. 
He knew where he wanted to go. I think his daughter Lauren said it best. 
     “As he took his last breath here on Earth,” Meeks continued as he quoted Barker’s daughter, “his 
next breath is in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/6-17-20-kelly-jerrells-retires-after-39-years-in-the-road-dept..pdf
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Jared Blanton, MBA, 
CPA, and Finance Officer 
and Chief Deputy Clerk 
for Levy Clerk and 
Comptroller Danny J. 
Shipp, speaks to the 
County Commission on 
Tuesday evening. Blanton 
spoke about reserves and 
the trends over the past 
years, as well as the 
economic impacts from 
the global COVID-10 
pandemic on the county’s 
annual budget. The 
county government 
financial professional 
said he is comfortable 
with the tentative budget approved by the County Commission for the fiscal year of Oct. 
1 through Sept. 30, 2022. 
 

 
Dana Sheffield, a Levy County resident, tells the County Commission that he is glad to 
live in this county. Sheffield noted his appreciation for the fiscal responsibility shown 
by the county’s leaders, and he mentioned his thanks for all the work done by county 
employees. 
 
     As the regular meeting began, the first four public hearing aspects of that meeting showed the 
following results 
     ● The Levy County Board of County Commissioners approved by a 4-0 vote the Annual EMS Tax 
Assessment Rate Resolution. That $154 fee is the same as the previous year. 
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     ● The Levy County Board of County Commissioners approved by a 4-0 vote the Annual Rate 
Resolution for Fire Protection Services. That residential rate is $129, just like last year. There are 
other per square-foot rates for various non-residential property. 
     ● The Levy County Board of County Commissioners approved by a 4-0 vote the Annual Rate 
Resolution for Solid Waste Disposal. That residential rate is $116 just like last year. 
     ● By a 3-1 vote, with County Commissioner Lilly Rooks dissenting from the majority, the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners approved the Annual Rate Resolution for Roadway 
Maintenance Services Assessments. This is a fee that in many cases is zero, and there are a variety of 
figures for that service, which is supplemented by this special assessment. 
     On a motion by County Commissioner Matt Brooks, the continuation of discussion and possible 
selection of the next county attorney was moved to the bottom of the agenda for Tuesday night. 
     The special meeting called before the regular meeting, where there were interviews and a possible 
selection, resulted in a 2-2 tie with County Commission Chairman John Meeks and County 
Commissioner Rock Meeks preferring an experienced government attorney over the choice of 
commissioners Lilly Rooks and Matt Brooks for a lawyer in private practice who said he wants to be 
the next county attorney in Levy County. 
     That 2-2 vote is a problem due to the vacancy of the seat created after the death of County 
Commissioner Mike Joyner. A 2-2 vote means there is no action. A more detailed story about the 
selection of the future county attorney is planned for publication soon. 


