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Chiefland earns Levy Cup in 59-7 win over Williston 

 
The Chiefland Middle High School Indians and Coach Adam Gore proudly display the 
Levy Cup after defeating the Williston Middle High School Red Devils 59-7. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk Correspondent 
© Sept. 4, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     WILLISTON -- The Chiefland Middle High School Indians defeated the Williston Middle High 

School Red Devils 59-7 in 
Williston Friday night 
(Sept. 3) to capture the 
coveted Levy Cup, an 
aging trophy that goes 
home with the winner of 
the varsity football game 
each year. 

 

 
Jamie Strong runs for 
a big gain against 
Williston. 
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Donovan Minicello returns an interception for Cheifland with Paul Davis blocking for 
him. 
 

 
Chiefland's Paul Davis sprints for a touchdown. The score was called back on a penalty 
but Chiefland scored a separate touchdown a few minutes later. 
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Indian runner Reece Emmons escapes detection and makes a big gain. The gain was 
enhanced by a late hit penalty against Williston. Chiefland scored soon after. 
 

 
Williston Red Devils runner Iharez Williams wheels to run after receiving a pass and 
finds a blocker in Angel Mata. 
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Red Devils quarterback Edariyon Wesley pitches the ball to a runner circling out of the 
backfield. 
 

 
Chiefland pressures Williston quarterback Edariyon Wesley as he cocks his arm to 
throw a pass. 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
Williston quarterback Edariyon Wesley barrels into the heart of the Chiefland defense 
and gets swallowed by the melee. The quarterback disappeared from sight in a pile of 
Chiefland defenders and offensive lineman.  
 
     Williston won the trophy last year (Please see the link to that story and photos at the bottom of this 
story and photos.). When the game ended Friday night, the trophy wasn’t available for presentation to 
Chiefland, an awkward moment for WMHS Principal Joshua Slemp. 
      “We don’t know exactly where it is, but we’re going to find it,” WMHS Principal Slemp said as the 
news media reminded Slemp they wanted to snap a picture with Chiefland holding the trophy, which 
is part of the tradition. 
     Chiefland Head Varsity Football Coach Adam Gore and the team waited patiently just outside the 
stadium. 
    Principal Slemp appeared about 10 minutes later holding the trophy. The high school principal said 
he found it in the WMHS Field House behind WHS Booster Stadium. He presented the trophy to 
Coach Gore. As soon as the team saw the trophy in Gore’s hands, they rushed out to seize the 
moment, yelling, “Levy Cup! Levy Cup!” 
     Gore said the Levy Cup is important to his players, the Chiefland community and the Williston 
community. 
      “It’s important, it’s important to a lot of people in our community,” Coach Gore said. “Guys in their 
80s in Chiefland and Williston - this rivalry is huge to them. We want to play for our community every 
night and it means a lot to be able to bring that back home to these past players and past lettermen.” 
     Gore said CMHS has a young varsity football team this season. The Indians have just four seniors 
playing both ways. His young guys have yet to experience adversity. 
     Chiefland is 2-0 for the season. The Indians defeated Crescent City 56-13 last week in the home 
opener. Chiefland also defeated Branford in the spring classic, but those games aren’t considered part 
of the win-loss record for the regular season. 
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     Williston lost 34-0 to Branford last week and is 0-2 after losing to Chiefland in the annual cross-
county game Friday night under the lights. 
     Gore said he preaches mental toughness to the young men on the team. He said they have yet to 
play a team that makes them uncomfortable on the field. 
      “We’re not there yet. Hopefully we get there soon because they’ve got a lot of potential,” he said. 
“I’m proud of them. We scored 50 points in both of our games. The defense is playing well. A lot of 
people think I’m splitting hairs, but if you’ve got a lot of potential, it’s our job as coaches that they play 
to that potential.” 
     Gore said his team has plenty of confidence. There’s no shortage of that quality. He said they didn’t 
disrespect Williston. They know better than to do that. He recalled that Williston was the only team to 
beat the 1997 Chiefland state champion football team. 
      “It’s always one of those things; it can go any way when you play Williston. We preach that and 
they understand that,” Gore said. 
     Chiefland scored first in the game when Dakota Fisher ran 45 yards for a touchdown with 11:08 left 
in the first quarter. The extra point was good. Williston answered with a score of its own after 
Chiefland fumbled and the Red Devils recovered at the Chiefland 46. Williston scored on a 44-yard 
pass from Edariyon Wesley to Jharez Williams. The extra point was good. The score was tied 7-7 with 
6:43 left in the game. 
     Unfortunately for Williston, the rest of the game belonged to Chiefland despite some untimely 
mistakes by the Indians. 
     Chiefland fumbled on its next possession, but Williston wasn’t able to take advantage of the 
turnover. Its offense stalled. The Indians scored its next touchdown on a 60-yard run by Fisher to 
start the second quarter. The extra point was good. 
     The Indians scored soon and often. 
     A Williston punt was returned 60 yards for a touchdown by Chiefland’s Anthony Blackman. The 
two-point conversion run by Junior Brown was good. Chiefland led 22-7 with 9:32 left in the half. 
     Chiefland continued its scoring binge when Osten Jones recovered a Williston fumble and ran for a 
60-yard touchdown. The two-point conversion run by Brown was good. 
     A Chiefland interception by Fisher led to the next score. After the pick, Chiefland drove from its 
own 20 to score on a pass to Fisher. The two-point conversion run by Brown was good. Chiefland led 
38-7. 
     The Indians continued to score. Paul Davis ran for 38 yards to score for the Chiefland Indians, 
however the touchdown was called back on a penalty. Fisher scored on the next play -- a 43-yard 
touchdown run. Williston blocked the extra point. 
     Chiefland scored again on a pitch to Fisher. The extra point was good. The Indians capped off the 
night when Lawrence Rivers ran for a touchdown with 4:20 left in the game. The extra point was 
good. 

     To see last year’s story, when Williston won, click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/11-7-20-red-devils-beat-indians-35-6-williston-captures-levy-county-cup.pdf

