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     PINELLAS COUNTY – The Sept. 29 midweek statewide red tide report by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Fish and Wildlife Research 
Institute (FWRI) showed low levels of the red tide in the Gulf of Mexico off of Levy 
County. 
     Fish kills suspected to be related to red tide were reported on the Florida Gulf Coast 
in or offshore of Okaloosa, Walton, Dixie, Levy, Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota and Lee 
counties over the past week. 
     In Northwest Florida over the past week, K. brevis was observed at background to 
medium concentrations in and offshore of Okaloosa County (in 22 samples), very low to 
medium concentrations in Walton County (in four samples), very low and low 
concentrations in Bay County (in two samples), very low concentrations in Gulf County 
(in one sample), background concentrations offshore of Dixie County (in two samples), 
background to low concentrations offshore of Levy County (in four samples) and very 
low to medium concentrations in and offshore of Pasco County (in seven samples). 
     Samples collected from Franklin County did not contain K. brevis. 
     The next complete status report will be issued on Friday, Oct. 1. 
     A red tide is one type of harmful algal bloom, according to information from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  
     Karenia brevis, the Florida red tide organism, kills fish by producing a potent toxin 
(called brevetoxin) that affects the central nervous system of the fish. The toxin can also 
affect birds, sea turtles, mammals and other marine animals, according to information 
from the Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium. 
     The FWRI produces a red tide report that is published each Friday to show the 
location of red tide in the waters all around Florida. 
     During this past week, fishermen off of Levy County and Dixie County saw many dead 
fish floating on top of the water. 
     When people are seeing fish kills, it helps if they report them to the FWC. They can 
call or submit it online: https://myfwc.com/research/saltwater/health/fish-kills-
hotline/. 
     There are Red Tide-Related Hotlines and Information Sources. 
     For the Latest Red Tide Status Report by Phone Call 866-300-9399 at any 
time from anywhere in Florida toll-free to hear a recording about red tide conditions 
throughout the state. 
     The FWRI updates the recording each Friday by 5 p.m. Callers outside of Florida can 
dial 727-502-4952. Standard calling charges apply. 
     The FWRI maintains a hotline through a federally funded project to survey fish-
related diseases and mortalities. Call 800-636-0511 (toll-free) to report fish kills, 
diseased fish, or fish with other abnormalities. Leave a detailed report and 
contact information on the recorded message. A biologist will contact the caller, usually 
the following workday, if more information is needed. 
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     Please DO NOT call the FWRI Fish Kill Hotline to request dead fish cleanup. Local 
municipalities are responsible for dead fish cleanup, usually only on public beaches. 
     The FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline is 888-404-3922 (toll-free). If you find a 
dead, sick, or injured manatee or sea turtle, or you would like to report a 
wildlife law violation, please call FWC's 24-hour Wildlife Alert Number. 
     Here’s a link to the FWC red tide 
information https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/statewide/. 
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