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Complainers promise to become chronic 
City commissioner called on carpet 
for yearlong absence from duty 

 
The Chiefland City Commission (from left) includes Rollin Hudson, Lance Hayes, 
Mayor Chris Jones, Lewrissa Johns and Norman Weaver. 
 
Story and Photos 
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     CHIEFLAND – Fewer than a dozen people showed up for the regular twice-monthly Chiefland 
City Commission meeting Monday night (Sept. 27), and some of them intimated their intent to 
become chronic complainers. 
 
 
Chiefland City Manager Laura 
Cain (left) and Deputy City 
Clerk Belinda Wilkerson listen 
to what is being said Monday 
night. 
 
     When City Manager Laura Cain 
suggested people attend the 
meetings, she was reminded by an 
attendee that night that most people 
work, and the meetings start at 6 
p.m. It takes about an hour to drive 
from Gainesville, Crystal River, Lake City or Ocala – the four surrounding major metropolitan areas 
where people work -- to come home to Chiefland. 
     Monday night’s hourlong Chiefland City Commission meeting was full of drama, as well as some 
action showing progress or positive movement. 
     A church obtained road closures for a Halloween event. City Commissioners accepted assignments 
to committees, although one commissioner was held accountable for a year of absence from duty. 
     The city moved forward toward finalizing price increases on cemetery plots. 
     Chiefland also moved closer to changing its municipal election date from August to April, although 
that action showed a 4-1 vote rather than a unanimous agreement by those five elected city officials. 
     The meeting opened with its traditional prayer and pledge. 
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Amy Fike of First United Methodist Church 
makes a request for road closure to happen 
Oct. 30. 
 
     Then, Amy Fike, representing First United 
Methodist Church of Chiefland, was granted her 
request to close roads around the C. Doyle McCall 
Pavilion on the church’s lot behind the church 
located at 707 N. Main St. (U.S. Highway 19). 
     This is for the Oct. 30 Trunk-n-Treat event held 
by the church. The event is from 6 to 8 p.m. that 
Saturday, and the City Commission authorized the 
few roads around the church to be closed from 5 to 
9 p.m. on Oct. 30. This closure does not include U.S. 
Highway 19 or U.S. Alt. 27, which run adjacent to 
the church property on the west and east sides of that church property respectively. 

 
Michael Dockery speaks to the Chiefland City 
Commission. 
 
     Next up for the visitors of the evening’s agenda was 
Michael Dockery of the fledgling Chiefland 
Neighborhood Task Force. As Dockery introduced 
himself and the group he represents, he indicated his 
belief the city and his group are in two different 
“aisles” as he said he thinks they “can work across the 
aisles” from each other. 
     That is a political term often used when Democrats 
and Republicans represent their groups with different 
beliefs about certain topics. 
     Dockery reportedly wants to “bridge that gap” as 
there are “things we will be addressing, citywide, but 
specifically south Chiefland,” he said on that evening. 
     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones asked Dockery for the 
task force’s mission plan. 
     Dockery said his group wants to bring business to 
south Chiefland. He wants the city government and 
the residents in southern Chiefland to unite in an 
effort to attract investors and developers. 
     When enterprisers see an area is run-down and 

that the residents do not welcome new business, then those potential retailers or manufacturing or 
distribution interests look elsewhere, Dockery asserted. 
     The mayor said the City Commission is not a driving force for business development. Instead, 
commercial property owners and existing business interests in the city and beyond are the people who 
decide about development. Mayor Jones nonetheless invited Dockery to attend the next Vision 
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Committee meeting, which has not yet been scheduled. 
     In fact, the Chiefland Vision Committee members were just reappointed later in that meeting on 
Monday night. Those members are Mayor Jones as chairman, and Michael Michaelis, an insurance 
salesman; Bennett Patterson, a chiropractor; Stoney Smith, a multiple-business owner; Doug King, a 
Realtor; Jacob Piazza, a former construction company owner; Bob Mount, a dentist; Bob Williams, a 
“retired” multiple-business owner; and Jason Kennedy, a furniture store chain owner. 
 
 
Alice Monyei speaks to the 
Chiefland City Commission. 
Early in the meeting she 
accused City Manager Laura 
Cain of lying, however Monyei 
apologized for that later in the 
meeting. 
  

     Dockery’s 30-minute session was 
followed by Alice Monyei, a voter 
registration worker serving with the 
Levy County Democrats. 
     Monyei said she is helping people 
to register to vote, and she is not just 
helping them to register as 
Democrats, but to be registered to 
vote in any party or in no party as 
well. Monyei said she and others had 
just met with Levy County Supervisor 
of Elections Tammy Jones earlier on that very day. 
     Victoria Larkin of the Tri-County Athletic Commission was not on the agenda separately, but 
thanks to City Commissioner Norman Weaver’s efforts to improve recreational sports activities for 
area youths, Larkin continued making demands upon the city for removal of a fence that is used for 
baseball at Buie Park. 
    Her requests for improved lighting and a water fountain at the park already have been met. 
     Historically, so far, Buie Park baseball fields have not been used for baseball. Larkin and Weaver 
have stated that part of that park can better accommodate the TCAC’s needs for more soccer fields. 
     Since Eddie Buie Park was built with a 2006 grant from the Florida Recreational Development 
Assistance Program, which requires that park development to remain as-built for 20 years, until 
2026, Chiefland City Attorney Norm D. Fugate advised City Manager Cain to ask the state if this 
modification by a fence removal at the baseball park is permissible. If the fence is taken out, then the 
baseball field is not as fit for use for baseball. 
     Before that old business at Buie Park, though, Dockery spoke at length about Buie Park and in 
broad sweeps about better development of business in southern Chiefland. 
     During his time at the podium, Dockery spoke about his perception of Buie Park as having some 
sort of “stigma” in contrast with Charles Strickland Recreational Park. 
     Dockery and Mayor Chris Jones went back and forth about some facts and opinions regarding 
access to Buie Park’s walking trails. One end of the trail is not accessible to cars, vans, SUVs, trucks 
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and ATVs. 
     The mayor repeatedly tried to explain that the walking trails have a relatively thin asphalt covering 
on top and are more permeable for water to pass through it than standard roads. They are not meant 
for use as a throughway for traffic. The trails were built with a funding from a grant for a non-
motorized nature trail. 
     During part of the term of the late Mayor Betty Walker, she and the City Commission then 
approved for city staff to put in vertical barriers at one entrance to the trail because ATVs from Ocala, 
as well as from local riders were causing pedestrians to be endangered, as well as leaving ruts 
throughout the rest of the park. 
     Dockery recommended putting in wired cameras for monitoring the area to capture the likeness of 
suspected vandals and drug users in the park. Pictures and videos help law enforcement officers find 
probable cause to arrest suspects. However, cameras become targets for vandals and thieves as well. 
     City Manager Cain said she planned to measure the distance between the vertical barriers on one 
end of the walking trail to determine if that space can be revised to allow motorized wheelchairs or 
other machines used by handicapped pedestrians to pass through, while stopping the ATVs and other 
recreational vehicles that endanger pedestrians and are operated by some people who like to leave 
ruts in the park. 
     Dockery also complained that the Chiefland Police Department returned to him a cell phone he had 
provided to the CPD after a young man he helped raise since the man was a child, died in his home 
from a drug overdose. Dockery said the police told him they could not unlock the phone to find who 
the dead man had called to buy the drugs that ultimately killed him. 
     Mayor Jones let Dockery know that he, the mayor, has seen a lack of cooperation from members of 
the community who know the drug dealers, but are unwilling to give law enforcement officers the 
information. 
     As Dockery continued to rail against the city government and the CPD, he expressed his opinion 
that the city government did not show enough regard for the death of that man who Dockery’s family 
raised, and who died from a drug overdose. 
     Jones and Dockery continued for a number of minutes expressing their opinions about that topic. 
     As for recreation in the city, two main parks are used by youths participating in organized sports in 
Chiefland. There is Strickland Park in the northern part of the city and Buie Park in the southern part 
of the city. A skateboard park exists, too, and there is a park near the old Chiefland Train Depot. The 
state park known as the Nature Coast Trail has a trailhead at the train depot, too. 
     Buie Park and Strickland Park both were developed primarily with grant funds although at 
different times. 
     City Commissioner Weaver has been championing the TCAC’s effort to serve children in organized 
team sports, when this second Chiefland area youth league formed after some parents were 
disheartened with the Chiefland Area Athletic Association. The CAAA is the league that is longer 
established in Chiefland. 
     Weaver succeeded, too, in having a liaison to the TCAC added to the recreation committee he 
chairs for the City Commission. He brought up that the CAAA has a representative, but the TCAC 
lacks one. Weaver is slated to make a recommendation for that appointment at the next City 
Commission meeting, and the majority of the City Commission will decide whether to accept his 
recommendation or to deny it. 
     Meanwhile, City Commissioner Lance Hayes appears to be remaining as the liaison for Chiefland 
on the Levy County Tourist Development Council (TDC). Appointed a year ago, Hayes has not 
attended any TDC meetings. 
     TDC Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst noted for Mayor Jones and City Manager Cain the failure 
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of Hayes to represent the city. Rather than appoint a different City Commission member to the TDC, 
Mayor Jones suggested Hayes confer with Whitehurst to better represent the city on this group that 
draws tourists to Levy County. The TDC is funded by a special tax collected from people who spend 
nights in Levy County at RV resorts, motels, hotels, bed and breakfasts, etc. 
     Chiefland has a significant amount of revenue collected from visitors and spent by the Levy County 
TDC, but the City of Chiefland has not been represented on the TDC for a year now. Hence, some 
would see there has been taxation without representation for Chiefland via Hayes’ abandonment of 
his responsibility in that regard. 
     Monyei, yelling from her seat in the audience, pleaded with the mayor not to replace Hayes because 
new city commissioners may not understand the importance of their action or inaction, or their duties 
to the people of Chiefland. The mayor reminded Monyei that Hayes was not being replaced, but that 
the mayor had asked Hayes to confer with Whitehurst to better represent Chiefland. 
     On another matter from Hayes, he was unable to name the street where there are speeders, 
although he did mention one person who lives there. That street is Southwest Second Street between 
Southwest Fourth Avenue (State Road 345) and Park Avenue (which is the north-south dividing line 
of the city), where children are allegedly endangered by reportedly speeding vehicles. 
     Hayes wants speed bumps installed. He was advised that there will be a review of traffic there. 
Meanwhile, Police Chief Scott Anderson said the officers of the Chiefland Police Department are 
issuing traffic citations for speeders on that very street as well as near to Buie Park and elsewhere in 
the city, when those sworn law enforcement officers find reasonable cause to cite those drivers. 

     Monyei yelled that she felt 
there was enough proof of 
speeders on that street right 
now, because of whatever 
previous tickets were issued 
there by the CPD. 
 
 
Chiefland City Attorney 
Norm D. Fugate (left) and 
City Commissioner Rollin 
Hudson participate in the 
meeting. 
 
     City Commissioner Rollin 
Hudson told one new visitor 

yelling from the audience that it is preferred for people to be recognized by the mayor and then to 
speak from the podium, where they state their names. 
     Hudson reminded Monyei, who is a former City Commission member, that there is a process 
before the city installs speed bumps. 
     Hudson noted the speed bumps going south from Southeast Fourth Avenue (SR 345) toward the 
city’s industrial park, as well as the speed bumps in the housing development adjacent to Chiefland 
Cemetery and in the cemetery itself, all were installed through that process. 
     City Attorney Fugate said this process for adding speed bumps to city streets in Chiefland includes 
an opportunity for people who prefer to not have speed bumps put on roads to have a chance to 
express their opinions before the government uses resources to install them on roads. Fugate said that 
while one group may desire speed bumps on a particular road, another group of people may oppose 
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adding speed bumps. 
     As for prices on cemetery lots in the city-owned cemetery, those increased rates were approved 
unanimously on first reading. The second and final reading of the ordinance for that increase will 
bring the rates for sale of those burial plots to be $300 for Levy County residents for a four-foot by 16-
foot plot; $500 for the same plot for non-Levy County residents; or $900 for Levy County residents to 
purchase four burial plots measuring 16-feet by 16-feet. 
     A city fee for the burial procedure to put the casket in, etc., is not yet established. Funeral homes 
have been working with city staff and getting this done in years gone by. Likewise, there are plans to 
better record ownership of specific plots to avoid a possible incorrect placement of a casket into the 
wrong site. 
     As for the resale of burial plots, other cities have an owner resell the plot to the city for resale to 
another owner rather than directly from one owner to the next. 
     On another front where Chiefland is progressing, the City Commission voted 4-1 to adopt the first 
Tuesday in April as the municipal election date, and it extended qualifying time. Levy County 
Supervisor of Elections Jones brought all eight municipalities this request earlier this year. 
     Bronson, Cedar Key and Chiefland are moving forward with revisions required for that. Williston, 
which has even had to close City Hall for a span due to COVID-19 illnesses, does not appear to be 
moving forward with the idea. 
     Chiefland City Attorney Fugate, who is a former city attorney there as well as being a former 
Williston City Council member and who owns office and residential property there, said Williston City 
elections are in March. While there may be some conflict with a Presidential Preference Primary 
election during some March elections, he thinks Florida may be seeking to revise its time for that 
national primary election to occur, which would make that a moot issue. 
     However, Fugate said he did not watch the YouTube recording of the Williston City Council 
meeting where that was discussed. 
     At the first of two readings required for the change of the city ordinances in that regard, Hudson 
was the lone dissenter in a 4-1 vote. 
     Commissioner Hudson has repeatedly seemed to intimate that if all eight municipalities did not go 
with the voting date change for those elections, then he did not want Chiefland to go forth with that. 
     And another complaint Monyei registered was Chiefland not having its City Commission minutes 
on its website. City Manager Cain explained that she is working on improving the website. Those 
minutes can be obtained, though, by a simple request for public records. 
     Monyei said she wants the city to broadcast its City Commission meetings on YouTube, or 
Facebook Live or to have the meeting accessible via Zoom. 
     City Attorney Fugate said there is no legal issue with this happening. He added that as long as a 
person or persons do not interfere with the Chiefland City Commission meetings, the people can bring 
a camera and broadcast to YouTube or Facebook to provide people with a chance to watch the 
meeting. 
     Monyei said she wants the city to use its resources for equipment and personnel to provide that 
service. 
     During Monyei’s several moments of contentious outbursts, she essentially called City Manager 
Cain a liar when the two of them went back and forth about City Commission minutes being 
published on the city’s website. Before the end of the meeting, Monyei apologized to Cain for that, 
although Monyei said some person in City Hall represented herself as if she was the city manager, 
according to Monyei’s account of that alleged telephone conversation. 


