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Levy County Prevention Coalition 

shares summer fun and future plans 

 
Levy County Prevention Coalition, Chief Operating Officer Jonathan M. Lewis and LCPC 

Chairman Crystal Seley lead the oldest, strongest and most successful of three coalitions for 

helping reduce the death and destruction to individuals, families and communities caused by 

drug abuse in the Tri-County Area. The other two coalitions are in Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 

Among the key partners in Levy County are the Sheriff’s Office and the School District. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 26, 2021 at 9:11 a.m. 

     WILLISTON – The quarterly meeting of the Levy County Prevention Coalition provided an opportunity for 

everyone to learn about the extensive summer program this year and what may on the horizon for the rest of 

this school. 

     Gathering in a large room at Williston Elementary School on Friday (Sept. 24) more than a dozen people 

enjoyed soft tacos, rice, cake and drinks for lunch. While served buffet style, care was taken to reduce the odds 

of spreading COVID-19. 

     Levy County Prevention Coalition Chairman Crystal Seley welcomed everyone, called the meeting to order 

and served as emcee. The meeting lasted a bit longer than an hour, because the group has taken responsibility 

for Levy County Tobacco Prevention as well.  

     For the past several years QuitDoc has seen remarkable success in prevention of tobacco use as well as 

helping people quit the addictive drug. That has changed now. 

     As for the Levy County Prevention Coalition, Chief Operating Officer Jonathan M. Lewis shared information 

about its resounding success this past summer and some of its plans for the coming months. 

     There were 1,100 Levy County children who enjoyed educational, informative, entertaining and safe 

programs, which included significant field trips this summer thanks to the LCPC. 

     The LCPC obtained grants to provide after-school summer programs, Lewis said. Combined with mentoring 

grants and drug-free communities grants, this is what provided the financial fuel to power the human engine of 
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educators and aides to help children this past summer. 

     Part of the method of preventing youths from using substances that hurt them, their families and their 

communities, the LCPC encourages healthy behavior. Education is among the cornerstones for achieving these 

goals. 

     This summer, the LCPC and participants overcame issues caused by the global COVID-19 pandemic by using 

the best methods for being able to function while preventing the spread of the virus. 

     COVID-19 has killed 54,000 Floridians as of Sept. 21, who are among the 675,000 Americans killed by the 

disease, according to United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data. (That translates into one 

of every 500 Americans have died from COVID-19 so far.) 

     In Florida, deaths attributable to the coronavirus per capita are even more common than they are 

nationwide. As of Sept. 15, Florida had the 12th highest of the 50 states in a per-capita death toll, according to 

confirmed deaths by medical examiners. 

     The LCPC this summer sought to bring as many Levy County students as possible over their academic skill 

losses and social functioning deficits caused by necessary isolation at points during the previous year’s 

pandemic protocols. It succeeded. 

     The grant for the summer program, Lewis explained, covered Williston Elementary School, Williston Middle 

High School, Bronson Middle High School, Chiefland Elementary School and Chiefland Middle High School, 

Lewis said. 

     Through the effort of the Levy County School District, which Lewis noted is a significant partner with the 

LCPC, a plan for consolidation of school district summer plans was formed. This reduced the competition 

between the Levy County Prevention Coalition and the Levy County School District for staff and students. 

     By this cooperative effort, Lewis said, the LCPC achieved the goal of having a summer camp at all of the 

schools in Levy County. Those summer camps operated between 20 and 25 days, depending on which school 

served as the location. 

     Transportation to and from the schools was provided, Lewis said, and contracts with teachers and aides 

were created. 

     And by combining LCPC funds and School District revenue gained through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security Act, also known as the CARES Act, some teachers and aides received a higher hourly rate 

for their services this summer, Lewis said. 

     For their services this summer, many of the people who went the extra mile to help children saw a benefit. 

     “Teachers who worked for us all summer, every day in that five-week period,” Lewis said, “some of them 

walked away with $10,000 to $11,000 of extra income.” 

     Aides enjoyed an added revenue stream as well, in contrast with typical school-year pay, he added. 

     The theme for summer camp was “Around The World,” which included field trips. 

     CES students went to Homosassa Springs State Park, where they saw and learned about manatees and other 

aspects at that state park. Students from the entire Levy County School District went to the Jacksonville Zoo. 

     Lewis was unhappy with treatment of the students and staff at the Jacksonville Zoo, He said Tampa’s Lowry 

Park Zoo is a much better choice for anyone weighing between the two about where to go. Despite rain and a 

relatively high level of inconvenience, the students enjoyed this field trip, Lewis said. 

     The group liked their field trip to the Clearwater Aquarium, Lewis said. During the summer, students found 

science experiments to be fun as well as educational, he added. 

(To see a previously published story about the LCPC summer adventures, including a trip to EPCOT, 

click HERE.) 

     Teachers Melissa Lewis, Jaime Handlin, (and WES Principal) Rikki Richardson and several other excellent 

teachers in Levy County helped the LCPC design engaging, interesting, safe and educational science 

experiments, Lewis said. These were “really neat science lessons,” he added. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/7-28-21-levy-county-prevention-coalition-takes-students-to-epcot-theme-park.pdf
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     Lewis said that 

when children felt less 

enthused about 

learning reading or 

math or something a 

bit less exciting, “they 

knew that science was 

coming in the 

afternoon; so, let’s 

push through and get 

to the fun stuff.” 

 

LCPC Youth 

Development 

Specialist Sarah 

Michelle Swartz 

speaks about the 

science 

experiments that 

were focused on 

science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics. Each science experiment included reading and 

math, she added. 

 

 

Undersheriff Brett 

Beauchamp of 

LCSO spoke about 

this agency’s part 

in the LCPC 

Summer Camp 

Program. 

Beauchamp and 

LCPC Chief 

Operating Officer 

Jonathan Lewis 

shared information 

about canine 

demonstrations 

and more that were 

provided with the 

help of Sheriff Bobby McCallum and all of the staff in the Community Relations Division, which 

includes the school resource officers. Beauchamp mentioned that the sheriff was happy to help 

in the prevention coalition’s program this summer. And Sheriff McCallum, who is an honorary 

board member of the LCPC Board of Directors said later on Friday afternoon that he sent the 

undersheriff to represent the LCSO due to him needing to serve in another area at that time in 

the late morning and early afternoon. 
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     Another part of the summer included the Levy County Sheriff’s Office providing a week of Sheriff’s Summer 

Camp. (To read the story and photos about part of the final day of that camp, click HERE. 

     The LCPC summer camp field trip to the Crayola Experience, Lewis said, was extraordinarily excellent. 

People who want to take a group of kids to this attraction on the Orange Blossom Trail in Orlando are bound to 

be pleased. This attraction has staff who are organized and prepared to offer “a very nice place to visit,” he said. 

     “That (trip to the Crayola Experience in Orlando) was money well-spent, and the kids really, really enjoyed 

it,” Lewis said. 

     This summer the LCPC also helped the Levy County School District with its Bridge Program to assist fifth 

students in the transition from after summer into the sixth grade, where they will see middle school is different 

than elementary school. 

     As for the start of after-school programs by the LCPC, Lewis said that effort has been a bit slow.  

     The single most impactful issue here is lack of staff. Teachers occasionally feel overwhelmed now, he said, 

especially with the resurgence of COVID-19 in August and September. This virus has affected the LCPC by 

people becoming too sick to work. 

     “We hope to be in every school this school year for after-school (programs),” Lewis said. 

     The LCPC is aligning its after-school programs to assist the school district in meeting its goals academically, 

Lewis said.  

     On another aspect, Lewis mentioned that the LCPC and the Levy County Sheriff’s Office working together to 

bring the community to some place for a tentative tailgating event during the Florida-Georgia game next 

month. This idea is not firm, even to the point of having a place for the event to bridge a possible gap between 

minority communities, the faith sector and law enforcement. 

 

Visiting Partners 

      The Levy County Prevention Coalition is a group of organizations pooling resources to achieve common 

goals. 

     Of the eight partner agencies listed for updates on the agenda, five sent representatives to the luncheon 

meeting Friday. 

 

 

Lorrie van Voorthuijsen of the 

Hanley Center Foundation 

speaks about its part of helping 

people in Levy County and 

elsewhere during the past six 

years in Levy County. It provides 

a grant-funded free six-week 

course for parents of teens, and 

a course for parents of children 

aged 5 to 12 years old. Another 

program is the Alcohol Literacy 

Challenge that is provided in the 

schools. This 90-minute 

program shows how the party-

fun-time aspect of alcohol comes 

from the mind, rather than from 

the substance. There are other programs available to schools from this foundation as well. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/7-2-21-sheriff-bobby-mccallum-brings-harmony-in-the-streets-to-levy-county.pdf
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Gwen Love is of CDS 

Family & Behavioral 

Health Services, which is a 

social services agency that 

has provided services in 

North Central Florida for 

over 51 years. CDS has 

different programs and 

serves a wide variety of 

community needs, where 

all of its programs fall 

under the umbrella of the 

organization’s mission 

statement, ‘Strengthening 

Communities by Building 

Strong Families.’ She 

reminded listeners that 

Jonathan Lewis is a very 

great asset and ‘a 

community champion’ for the people of Levy County. CDS has been a partner with the LCPC 

since the inception of this coalition. 

 

 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart provided insight for listeners at the 

luncheon meeting, including that the staff in this school district love their role in the profession 

of education and they love the children. He is co-chairman of the Levy County Prevention 

Coalition, serving with Chairman Crystal Seley. Cowart also is a strong participant in the Rotary 

Club of Williston, which like all Rotary Clubs has members who put service above self. 
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Robert Wells, a founder 

of the LCPC, is the 

executive director of the 

fledgling Gilchrist 

(County) Prevention 

Coalition. He mentioned 

the Williston 

Community Task Force 

and Ministerial Faith 

Alliance are working 

with the Williston 

community over 

systemic racism and 

other issues. There is a 

plan to have a Fall 

Resource Festival, 

where vendors can bring what they offer to people as resources. Those vendors would include 

agencies and organizations that poor people may not know are available to help them now. This 

event is set for the Cornelius Williams Park – east of Williston, on Saturday, Oct. 23 from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. In case no one noticed, his hat says 'God is my Boss.' Gilchrist Prevention 

Coalition Executive Director Wells practices what he preaches. 

 

 
Joelle Covarrubia, a youth program specialist, is among the Levy County Prevention Coalition 

staff members involved with the LCPC’s start of its role in tobacco prevention for Levy County. 

Students Working Against Tobacco had chapters in schools in Levy County before, and there is 

some success in that effort this school year. 
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Dylan Washburn, project assistant, a youth program specialist, is among the Levy County 

Prevention Coalition staff members involved with the LCPC’s start of its role in tobacco 

prevention for Levy County. Rhett Munden (not pictured), an LCPC youth program specialist, 

also participates in the tobacco prevention aspect that the Levy County Prevention Coalition 

has accepted after QuitDoc left Levy County as the service provider. 

 

     Publisher’s Editorial Note: The extent of an impact on reducing drug abuse and helping young people 

enjoy even more learning opportunities thanks to the Levy County Prevention Coalition goes far beyond even 

what was covered during the most recent quarterly meeting, some of which is not included in this relatively 

lengthy story. This coalition is an alliance for combined action to help maintain or improve the quality of life in 

Levy County by bringing young people resources to learn they choose the path they take, and that there is a 

path with significant benefits from not abusing drugs, including alcohol and tobacco. (Yes, on occasion, the 

daily news website owner does publish an editorial statement.) 


