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Elephant Appreciation Day 
Story, Photos And Video  
Luke, a male Asian Elephant leads a set of 
females as well as his half-brother Smokey on 
Saturday (Sept. 25). Elephant Appreciation Day 
was Sept. 26 and 27. Blake Wallenda walked on a 
high-wire again as he did in 2019. There were 
elephant rides, hand-feeding of elephants, 
opportunities to get photos with an elephant.  
To see the previous story and photos from 

the 2019 event, click HERE. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 27, 2021 at 7:11 a.m. 
All Copyrights Reserved 

 
Elephants and veterans benefit from first day of 
fundraiser 

Two groups of people from the Mission United Program of the United Way and The 
Long Walk Home (helping 
veterans since 2006 adjust as 
they return to be civilians) 
served as the people helping 
park vehicles Saturday (Sept. 
25). Patricia Zerbini, owner 
of Two Tails Ranch, donated 
to help veterans through 
these two group as part of 
this year’s fundraising effort. 
Seen here are (from left) Joe 
Additon, David Galperin, 
Cathy Bicknell, Brian 
Flaherty, Monica Wofford 
and Cody McElhinny. The 
guys with the orange vests on 
are with The Long Walk Home. Ron Zaleski of Venice (not pictured) is the founder and 
leader of this group. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 26, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 
All Copyrights Reserved 
     LEVY COUNTY – Founder Patricia Zerbini saw success abound Saturday (Sept. 24) as the first of 
two days of the 10th Annual Elephant Appreciation Day drew a crowd of people to the Two Tails 
Ranch. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/9-23-19-hardisonink.com-blake-wallenda-walks-in-the-sky-over-six.pdf
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Justin Adnois of Leesburg sits in his wheelchair in the shade near the vehicle from 
Mission United, one of the two groups helping veterans that were at the 10th Annual 
Elephant Appreciation Day. Patricia Zerbini not only donated to the two groups, but 
she let veterans and family members into the event for free. 
 

 
Brian Flaherty, a volunteer with the veterans-assistance group The Long Walk Home, 
directs drivers where to park their vehicles. The two groups parking vehicles Saturday 
ran a very smooth operation, and they were all polite and helpful to the people arriving 
to this fundraiser. 
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In this minute and a half video, it shows the elephants coming out to the viewing area, 
with each of them using their trunks to hold the tail of the elephant in front of them. 
The order of their arrival is Luke, Shell, Marie, Bunny, Patty and Smokey. The first 40 
seconds of the video are muted because the background music is copyright protected. 
Then Patricia Zerbini is heard as the elephants enjoy a snack. TO SEE THE VIDEO, 
CLICK ON THE PHOTO ABOVE. 
 
     Zerbini told people about the elephants they saw. 
     Luke is a male Asian Elephant who was born in Orlando, He will be 37 years old in November. He’s 
been with Zerbini since he was 2 years old. 
     Shell is a female Asian Elephant in her mid-50s and has been with Zerbini for 33 years. 
     Marie is a female Asian Elephant in her 40s and has been with Zerbini for 37 years. 
     Bunny is a female Asian Elephant in her mid-40s and also has been with Zerbini for 37 years. 
     Patty is a female Asian Elephant in her mid-50s and has been with Zerbini for 10 years. 
     Smokey is a male Asian Elephant who is 39 years old and has been with Zerbini for about 18 
months now. Smokey is Luke’s half-
brother. They have the same father. 
     Tika is a female Asian Elephant 
in her mid-40s and has been with 
Zerbini for 10 years. She did not 
come out with the first six 
elephants. Zerbini said she is in the 
background “because she does not 
play well with others.” 
 
 
Katia Chrispin stands ready at 
her booth for face-painting on 
Saturday. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f72_QjlS4E4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f72_QjlS4E4
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Williston Animal Group 
President Carol Tchebanoff 
stands behind the cage for Zeke, 
one of the two dogs WAG 
brought to the event. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Zeke stands ready to go home 
with people. WAG, or Williston 
Animal Group, helps pets find 
homes. 
 
     Two Tails Ranch was founded in 
1984 by Theodore H. Svertesky (1954-
1994) and Patricia L. Zerbini, a 
husband and wife team. The ranch is 
the only privately owned elephant 
facility of its kind.  
     Since it was founded in 1984, Zerbini 
said, there have been slightly more 
than 300 elephants who resided there 
for different periods of time. The most 
elephants on the premises at one time 
is 62, Zerbini said. 

     All of the elephants at Two Tails Ranch now are Asian Elephants. The other kind of elephant is the 
African Elephant. 
     These elephants eat fruits, vegetables, grasses, grains and four different kinds of hay. Each 
elephant eats between 250 and 400 pounds of food per day, which means the seven elephants seen 
Saturday ate between 1,750 and 2,800 pounds of food that day. Each elephant drinks between 100 
and 175 gallons of water per day as well. 
     The average female elephants there weigh between 8,000 and 10,000 pounds. The male Luke 
weighs 17,200 pounds and his half-brother Smokey weighs just shy of 18,000 pounds, Zerbini said. 
     In the Asian Elephants, only the males carry the heavy ivory, Zerbini said. 
     It is not possible to interbreed Asian and African elephants, Zerbini said as she told listeners a lot 
about the two breeds of elephants. The closest relative to an Asian Elephant is a manatee. 
     The lifespan of elephants at Two Tails Ranch is 70 to 75 years, Zerbini said, while their lifespan at 
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most zoos is 40 to 45 years. Life in the wild, in their natural habitats now, the lifespan is only 18 to 22 
years, she said. 
     Elephants have a lot of weight on their internal organs, she said, and that is why they appear to 
sway and bob often. If an elephant lies down for more than two hours minutes, it will die because of 
this need to shift its weigh relatively constantly. 
     Beyond the initial showing of the elephants, people had opportunities to ride elephants, feed 
elephants by hand and have their pictures taken with them. 
     Two Tails Ranch presented An Adventure Into The World Of Learning All About Elephants, and it 
succeeded in reaching its goal of instilling awareness. 
 

 
At the direction of Patricia Zerbini six elephants raise one and then the other of their 
feet in unison. These elephants are (from left) Luke, Shell, Marie, Bunny, Patty and 
Smokey. 
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Shell enjoys a snack. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke (left) and Shell. 
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Patricia Zerbini speaks to the audience as Smokey stands in the background. 
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Patricia Zerbini tells people about Two Tails Ranch. 
 

 
The eight photos above are during the time when the elephants were introduced to the 
audience. After that, Zerbini answered questions from the people. This was followed 
(Saturday only) by a demonstration of canines with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office. 
After that, Blake Wallenda performed as the high wire daredevil. 
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This photo shows some of the many, many people who were shoulder-to-shoulder 
Saturday at the showing of elephants and for the high-wire performance. 
 

 
(from left) Connie Rasbach of Spring Hill sits next to Amber Tyre and Kayla Tyre of 
Citrus Springs. People came from Alachua, Marion, Citrus, Sumter and other counties, 
and from even more distant places to enjoy Elephant Appreciation Day 2021 – the 10th 
Anniversary. This event drew people of all ages, even infants who were brought by their 
parents or guardians. 
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Standing to the left is Megan Eisner as Luis Caraballo works with Leo a Eurasian Eagle 
Owl. They are from Birds & Exotics of Miami. 
 

 
This is Mia, a Spectacle Owl, so-named from the ‘spectacles’ around her eyes. She is 
from Birds & Exotics of Miami. 
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Granting a request for a photo opportunity (from left) are Luis Caraballo with Leo a 
Eurasian Eagle Owl, Nick Font and Megan Eisner. They are from Birds & Exotics of 
Miami. They were among the non-profit groups at the 10th Annual Elephant 
Appreciation Day. Another group like that present was the Eastern Diamondback 
Conservation Foundation, which brought reptiles for show and to teach people about 
them. People could get their photos with the owls if they wanted as part of this non-
profit group's fundraising effort. 
 
 
 

 

 

This view of Shell the 
elephant is through a chain 
link fence.  
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A camel is among the animals at Two Tails Ranch, which is an education facility to help 
bring people into awareness about elephants and other animals. 
 

 
This zebra is among the animals at Two Tails Ranch, which is an education facility to 
help bring people into awareness about elephants and other animals. 
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Greg Lucas, 73, of Bronson brought a lathe. Here he is with some of the wooden bowls 
he made for sale. He is a member of the Bell Wood-Turners (of Bell – Gilchrist County). 
 
 
Sarah Schrader, 24, 
the owner of Mutty 
Paw Co. and Chase 
Boyd, 22, her 
'obligated worker,' 
work under the tent to 
sell the wares she 
makes as a hobby. The 
Ocala couple said they 
saw success as 
vendors of her 
customized etched 
glass, can and bottle 
koozies, and stickers. 
There were many 
other vendors of not-
for-profit and for-
profit ventures at the 
event, including 
people selling plants, 
freeze-dried candies 
and television satellite 
service subscriptions. 
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Here are some of the bounce houses at Two Tails Ranch. There was also a food court 
area with things to purchase to eat and drink. 
 
 
     Beyond the games of skill such as throwing darts at balloons for prizes, bounce houses and face-
painting, there also were a number of vendors. 
     In addition to the elephants, there was a camel, a zebra, more than one ring-tailed lemur, an 
ostrich, a red-foot tortoise at the ranch. There were also visiting reptiles and birds. 
     The events on Saturday included Blake Wallenda, seventh generation performer of the world 
renown Wallenda family, who perform a sky walk on a very think tightwire over elephants – just as he 
did in 2019. 
     There was an elephant painting demonstration as well on Saturday, and the Levy County Sheriff’s 
Office sent a canine unit for a demonstration. 
     Also, on the grounds this weekend, was the Vendor Village, which included for-profit and non-
profit interests. 
     Saturday was filled with entertainment, fun, education and insight. This year, too, there was a food 
court with lots of different food and drinks.  
     Zerbini operates All About Elephants without any state or federal funding.  
     The only source of income is from visitors, donations and off-site events. This annual event is 
among the methods to raise money to help elephants. 
     Zerbini accepts any amount and in-kind donations. Please contact Patricia Zerbini at 352- 359-
6676 or by email: pzerbini@allaboutelephants.com to learn more about donating to All About 
Elephants. All About Elephants is a nonprofit facility and is qualified as a 501-C-3 corporation. For 
more information about All About Elephants, including arranging a tour, visit the website 
at https://allaboutelephants.com/. 

 

https://allaboutelephants.com/

