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Williston crowns homecoming royalty 
Red Devils lose to Union County 46-12 

 
Williston Homecoming King Ryan Williams and Homecoming Queen Tori 
Mills share the moment after receiving their crowns. 
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By Terry Witt, HardisonInk Correspondent 
© Sept. 25, 2021 at a.m. 
     WILLISTON -- Williston Middle High School crowned a homecoming queen and 
king at the annual homecoming football game Friday night (Sept. 24) at WHS Booster 
Stadium. 
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2021 WMHS Homecoming Queen Tori Mills and King Ryan Williams 
(center) are joined by the entire Williston Middle High School Homecoming 
Court. 
 
     Tori Mills and Ryan Williams accepted their crowns from outgoing Queen Maclayne 
McGowan and King Eli Davis. 
     Mills is the president of the Williston Senior FFA Chapter as well as vice president of 
the senior class. She is a cheerleader and would like to represent the state as Florida 
Watermelon queen to educate others about the watermelon industry. She was escorted 
by her father Jerry Mills. 
     Williams, who was escorted by his sister Rachael Dowst, would like to attend college 
and study business management. Williams said his favorite thing about Williston High 
School is the helpful and kind staff members. The best advice he ever received is 
“Everybody has talent, but it’s the ability that takes hard work.” 
     Other king and queen nominees were Jarrett Goater and Jarmirya Days, and Brady 
Ward and Alaycia Rowe. 
     A large crowd turned out on Thursday evening (Sept. 23) to line the streets of 
Williston and watch the homecoming parade. The seniors won the float contest. The 
homecoming hallway contest was won by the middle school after creating a Mt. 
Rushmore -- complete with the stone faces of school administration. 
     School royalty was crowned at the homecoming game. 
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Williston Loses 

     The Williston Middle High School Red Devils varsity football team lost to the Union 
County High School Tigers 46-12. 
     Williston, 0-4, travels to Newberry next week. Union County, 4-0, hosts Akelynne’s 
Christian Academy from Winter Haven next Friday in its stadium at UCHS in the City of 
Lake Butler. 

 
Williston 
quarterback 
Edariyon 
Wesley heads 
for the end 
zone and a 
touchdown 
as a Union 
County 
defender 
prepares to 
meet him 
head-on. The 
two met at 
the goal line 
in a powerful 
collision. 
Wesley 

lunged for the touchdown. Neither was injured in the brutal helmet to 
helmet crash. 

 
 

 

Union County 
running back 
Devon Harvey 
runs for the 
first 
touchdown of 
the night. 
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Two Union County defenders bat the ball away from Williston receiver 
Jharez Williams in the Williston end zone. 

 
Williston runner Karlin Sims takes the handoff from quarterback Edariyon 
Wesley and runs through a gaping hole in the Union County defense. 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Williston runner Ajavien Anderson blasts into the Union County line 
behind blockers that included Oliver Williams (21). 

 
Williston receiver Jharez Williams catches a pass and finds himself boxed 
in by three defenders. He managed to escape the trap and run for a first 
down. 
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     First-year Williston Head Varsity Football Coach Greg Harper said he was proud of 
his players for battling for 48 minutes. 
      “That’s what we talk about every week,” Coach Harper said. “It’s a 48-minute fight 
out there. Union County is a great team. They’re expected to do a lot of great things this 
year. They took it to us pretty good tonight. But I still feel every week this football team 
has gotten better. I think we’re starting to come together and believe the fact that we’re a 
good ball team. If the guys keep believing, then the scoreboard will take care of itself.” 
     Harper, who coached at Lecanto Middle High School before taking over the Williston 
post said he knew there were athletes in Williston and that was part of the reason for 
taking the job. 
      “We’re young. We’re sophomore heavy. The future is bright,” Harper said. “These 
kids just got to stick together and keep working to get better every week and we’re going 
to be in the right place eventually.” 
     Union County High School Head Varsity Football Coach Andrew Thomas, of Trenton 
(Tigers Varsity High School Football coaching) fame, said his team spent too much time 
on defense and ran only 30 plays of offense the entire night. 
      “It seemed we couldn’t get off the field when we were on defense, but all in all, we 
played a good game,” Thomas said. “They’re a young team. We did what we needed to do 
but I was telling our kids if we want to be at a high level like we’re trying to get to, we’ve 
got to learn how to finish things a little better. We kind of let them hang around a little 
too long.” 
     Thomas said his team has a legitimate chance of making the playoffs -- but there are a 
lot of the Union County kids who are hurt and banged up. 
     “We got a lot of kids playing new positions this week. If we get some kids healthy, we 
can make a run. We’re still a young football team. We don’t play a lot of seniors. It’s 
good for now and the future. When we get healthy, we’ve got a chance,” he said. “We 
started four freshman and six sophomores tonight. I know Williston is young. We are a 
young football team, too.” 
     The UCHS Tigers got off to a fast start early in the game by marching downfield to 
score on a 4-yard run by Rayvon Durant. The extra point was good. 
     Union County scored again when a bad snap sailed over the head of the Williston 
punter and the Tigers ran it in for a 30-yard touchdown. The extra point was good with 
6:16 left in the first quarter. 
     The Tigers regained possession of the ball a few minutes later when another bad snap 
was recovered by Union County. The Tigers scored on a 46-yard pass to Dayln Diston. 
The extra point was good. 
     Williston started its offense rolling on its next possession, driving 40 yards to sore on 
20-yard pass to Jharez Williams. The extra point was blocked. 
     The Tigers scored on their next possession with a 36-yard run by Diston. 
     Union County added another touchdown in the third quarter on a 75-yard run by 
Durant. The extra point was good. 
     Williston was driving to the end zone in the fourth quarter when a pass was 
intercepted. When Union County took over deep in its own territory, the Tigers had 
trouble moving the ball against the Williston defense. The Tigers appeared to have been 
stopped short of the line to gain on that fourth-down run. Officials measured and gave 
Union County a first down. Williston wasn’t disheartened. The Red Devils stopped the 
Tigers on the drive that followed. 
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     The Red Devils used their momentum to drive 45 yards and score on a bruising run 
by quarterback Edariyon Wesley with 5:09 left in the game. Wesley was met head-on by 
a Union County defender at the goal line. Their helmets collided. Wesley prevailed by 
sheer force, lunging over the goal line for the score. The extra point failed. 
     Union County capitalized on an onside kick that put them within scoring range. The 
Tigers added their final touchdown about a minute after Williston made its final score. 

 


