
HardisonInk.com 
Indians beat Bears 

 
Chiefland running 
back Paul Harris 
takes the handoff 
from quarterback 
Donovan Minicello 
and runs through a 
gap in the Dixie 
County defensive line. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- The 
Chiefland Middle High 
School Indians defeated 
the Dixie County Middle 
School Bears 14-7 Friday in a varsity football game where sheer grit, athleticism, toughness and 
turnovers were all factors. 

  

  

  
Chiefland runner 
Clint Thomas carries 
the football as he 
follows his lead 
blocker Dakota 
Fisher, while they 
look for running 
room. 
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Chiefland defender D.J. Moore sacks Dixie County quarterback Bret Nettles for a loss in 
the first half. 
 

 
Indian power runner Jamie Strong (# 7 at left with the football) takes aim at the Bears’ 
defense as he prepares to run for big yardage. 
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Dixie quarterback Bret Nettles hands off to running back Kolton Hunt for a big gain in 
yardage. 
 

 
Dixie county fullback Bryar Mitchell plunges into the left side of the Chiefland defense 
for good yardage. 
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Dixie County quarterback Bret Nettles fires a completed pass over the Chiefland 
defense under heavy pressure. The flying pigskin is in the upper left corner of this 
picture. 
 
     Chiefland Head Varsity Football Coach Adam Gore told his team there wasn’t a tougher team on 
the field than the Indians and he was extremely proud of their four quarters of great effort. 
     “We knew it was going to be a slugfest. At the end of the day, we played well enough to win the 
football game,” Gore said. 
     Chiefland, 4-0, is taking next Friday night off from varsity football, per the schedule for this season. 
Dixie, 2-2, is slated to travel to Jasper, where the Bears are set to face the Hamilton County High 
School Trojans next week. 
     Dixie County Head Varsity Football Coach L.B. Cravey said the Chiefland and Dixie County teams 
are similar in the way they play football, but he said Dixie County lost the game on turnovers. 
Chiefland won the turnover battle. 
     “We got to hold onto the ball. We lost too many balls on turnovers,” Cravey said. 
     Coach Cravey said he felt he had the better conditioned team. They fought as hard as Chiefland, but 
in the end, they weren’t able to hold on to the ball at critical moments, the visiting team’s coach said 
immediately after the game Friday night in Chiefland. 
     “That’s something that can’t happen in a game like this,” Cravey said. 
     Chiefland and Dixie County played to a draw in the first quarter. No points were scored. Turnovers 
were a factor for both teams then. 
     At the start of the second quarter, the Dixie County Bears fumbled and the Chiefland Indians 
recovered at their own 40. The Indians scored on a 60-yard pass to Clint Thomas. The extra point was 
good. 
     The second Chiefland touchdown was the result of another Dixie County fumble that the Indians 
recovered at their own 41. Chiefland’s Jamie Strong broke loose for a 60-yard touchdown run. The 
extra point was good, giving Chiefland a 14-0 lead with 6:38 left in the half. Chiefland took a 14-0 lead 
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into halftime. 
     In the third quarter, the Bears mounted their most consistent offensive effort, driving from their 
own 35 to score on an 8-yard touchdown pass to Brendan Hall. The extra point was good.     
     The Bears continued to turn over the ball. Late in the fourth quarter, Chiefland’s Dakota Fisher 
intercepted a Dixie County pass at the Dixie County 17. Chiefland drove to the one-foot line before a 
Chiefland fumble gave Dixie County possession. 
     Dixie County mounted its final drive of the night with 1:19 left in the game, but ran out of time 
before they could cross midfield. 


