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Sign stolen from Seahorse Key 

Replacement costs exceed $5,000 

 
In this June 2021 photo, members of the Youth Conservation Corps crew are seen 

in front of the sign that was stolen in August. 
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     SEAHORSE KEY -- Someone stole a unique sign from Seahorse Key. 

     Established in 1929, the 800 acre Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is managed by 

the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for wildlife and wildlife-oriented outdoor 

recreation. 

     The primary purpose of the Refuge is to serve as breeding grounds for colonial nesting birds. 

The Cedar Keys is one set of islands that comprise more than 540 National Wildlife Refuges that 

protect 100 million acres of land throughout the United States. 

     Cedar Keys NWR consists of 13 offshore islands ranging from one-acre to 165 acres. Four of 

the islands (Snake, Bird, North and Seahorse) are designated as wilderness areas. The most 

recent addition to the Refuge is Atsena Otie Key just offshore from the City of Cedar Key. Atsena 

Otie Key is owned by the Suwannee River Water Management District and managed under a 
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cooperative agreement by the USFWS. 

     In 1952, the University of Florida established its marine laboratory on Seahorse Key, part of 

the Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge. Ever since then, the island's flora, fauna, history and 

unique geographic structure have provided outstanding teaching and research opportunities for 

students, faculty and members of the local community as well as visitors from other areas. 

     Regarding the theft of the unique sign built for Seahorse Key, which is a National Wildlife 

Refuge, the Refuge Manager would greatly appreciate any information anyone provides to help 

apprehend the thieves. As for the law enforcement agency responsible for the island, it is not 

the Levy County Sheriff’s Office or the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission. 

     As shown in in the photo at the top of this story, the sign was affixed on three telephone 

poles. It was well-embedded into the dune. 

     It has survived the ravages of tropical systems since 2015. Refuge Manager Andrew Gude 

noticed this sign was missing on Aug. 27 at 10 a.m.  

      The cost of a replacement sign’s production, shipping and installation is currently estimated 

in the range of upwards of $5,000. It is a custom produced sign that identified Seahorse Key, 

Cedar Key National Wildlife Refuge, and the partnership with the University of Florida and 

Santa Fe College. 

     The best method to report a wildlife crime on National Wildlife Refuge property, 

including anonymously, to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, is via email 

at fws_tips@fws.gov or call 1- 844-397-8477. 


