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Flood issues heard, other hearing delayed 
Suspicious package leads to courthouse 
evacuation 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 15, 2021 at 9:11 a.m. 
     CROSS CITY and TRENTON – The Tri-County Area of Dixie County, Gilchrist 
County and Levy County was somewhat of a beehive of activity Tuesday (Sept. 14) with 
one successful legislative delegation hearing, one courthouse evacuation that caused 
that hearing to be postponed and one county seat municipal election. 
     From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, the Bronson municipal election for two Town 
Council seats concluded with two winners being selected by the electorate. Bronson is 
the county seat for Levy County. The story and photos regarding that election were 
published last night (Tuesday, Sept. 14) in HardisonInk.com. 
     Meanwhile, in the Dixie County municipality that serves as its county seat -- Cross 
City, the Dixie County Legislative Delegation Hearing was conducted Tuesday afternoon 
(Sept. 14) as State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5), served as the chair 
for the delegation, and State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, 
Dist. 21) also listened to Dixie County elected officials and others sharing input 
regarding matters those folks want the Florida Legislature to consider during this year’s 
legislative session. 
     The legislative delegation in the Tri-County Area conducts hearings annually to hear 
from constituents, although the state senator and representatives for this part of Florida 
listen to residents and visitors throughout the year, too. 
     Sen. Bradley serves as the people’s representative in the Florida Senate for District 5, 
which includes Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette, Levy, 
Suwannee, Union and part of Marion counties. 
     Rep. Clemons serves as the people’s representative in the Florida House of 
Representatives in District 21, which includes part of Alachua County and all of Dixie 
County and Gilchrist County. 
     State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) serves as the people’s representative in 
the Florida House of Representatives in District 21, which includes part of Marion 
County and all of Levy County. Levy County Legislative Delegation Meeting 
     The Florida League of Cities lists the current date, time and place for the 2021 Levy 
County Legislative Delegation Hearing to be on Oct. 5, a Tuesday, at 9:30 a.m. in the R. 
Gerald Hethcoat Community Room of Williston City Hall, 50 N.W. Main St. 
     As for the Dixie County Legislative Delegation Hearing on Tuesday (Sept. 14), Tonya 
Shays, one of three legislative assistants for Sen. Bradley noted much of the discussion 
in Dixie County centered around flooding concerns and the state prison that is located in 
Dixie County. 
     The other legislative assistants for Sen. Bradley are Katelyn Heffley and Mary Lee, 
according to records from the Florida Senate. 
     As for the delegation hearing set to be heard starting at 3:30 p.m. yesterday, Shays 
noted it was unable to be held in Trenton due to a security incident at the Gilchrist 
County Courthouse. Therefore, she added, it will be rescheduled, and that date, time and 
place will be provided for people to see on HardisonInk.com. 
     The next Regular Session of the Florida Legislature is scheduled to convene on Jan. 
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11, 2022 in Tallahassee. 
     As for the security issue that caused the need for rescheduling the Gilchrist County 
Legislative Delegation Hearing, an alert member of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office 
took appropriate action to keep people safe, according to information provided by GCSO 
Lt. Keagon Weatherford in an email press release Tuesday afternoon (Sept. 14) at 3:56 
p.m. 
     GCSO Civil Deputy, Sgt. Stephen Stalvey, who serves as a bailiff in the Gilchrist 
County Courthouse, was made aware of a suspicious package near the front door the 
courthouse, Lt. Weatherford noted. For safety purposes the courthouse was evacuated 
and a perimeter was set up to ensure the safety of residents and visitors in the area, 
Weatherford intimated. 
     Members of Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz’s staff contacted the Alachua 
County Sheriff’s Office Bomb Squad, Weatherford said. 
      The ACSO Bomb Squad members quickly responded to assist and found that there 
was no credible threat to the courthouse or to anyone in the area. The courthouse has 
resumed to normal operations, Weatherford said. 
     Sheriff Schultz noted his gratitude for the assistance provided by other people in 
agencies, including the individuals in the Trenton Public Safety Department, the 
Gilchrist County Fire Rescue Department and the ACSO for their assistance in this 
investigation. 

 


