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Bronson candidates speak at forum 
Election set for Sept. 14 

 
Bronson Town Manager Sue Beaudet prepares to serve as the moderator at the forum. 
Another possible forum was cancelled. 
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     BRONSON – With one candidate already elected as a result of no other person seeking that seat, 
four other candidates seeking two seats on the Bronson Town Council answered questions Thursday 
night (Sept. 9). 
 

 
The panel of candidates sits on the stage in the Levy County Government Complex, 
which is formerly Bronson High School. 
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SEAT 5 
     Tyler Voorhees, 22, the youngest member of the Town Council, showed up to answer questions, 
despite no other person running for his position on Seat 5. Voorhees was appointed by the other Town 
Council members after the Council ruled Town Councilman Berlon Weeks had resigned from his 
elected position. 
     After that, Weeks filed a lawsuit against Mayor Roberts and others contesting whether he had 
resigned. There is a case management hearing scheduled for that matter in the Eighth Judicial Civil 
Circuit Court on Sept. 13 – the day before the election Sept. 14. 
     Meanwhile, Voorhees has been elected to continue in Seat 5 because no other person qualified to 
run against him in his first election by the people. 
     Voorhees was clear in his statements to answers and he brings a younger generational view to the 
table. The owner of a small business, a plant nursery, Voorhees may seem older than his years. 
     Regarding a question from a person in the audience about creating an historic district in Bronson, 
Voorhees was the single person answering the question who seemed to understand a concept of 
property rights by property owners versus government regulations restricting development. 
THE QUESTIONS FROM THE TOWN 
     Bronson Town Manager Susan “Sue” Beaudet served as the moderator at the forum. Deputy Town 
Clerk Wendy Maragh assisted the town manager. The town itself hosted the forum. Another forum 
that was scheduled, and then rescheduled, was cancelled. 
     Normally, according to the Town Charter, the town clerk is the person who serves as the supervisor 
of elections for the town election. There is no town clerk in Bronson. Hence, Town Manager Beaudet 
has served and will continue in that role. 
     University of Florida Intern Sebastian Staknis, 19, a sophomore majoring in political science at UF, 
held up cards showing candidates when their time started to answer and when their time ran out. 
     Not only was he the timekeeper for this forum, but Staknis has been helping in the Bronson Town 
Hall. 
     Here are the eight questions posed to the candidates by Town Manager Beaudet. 
     What is your motivation for running for the Bronson Town Council? 
     What unique perspective do you have that will be prominently displayed in the proceedings of the 
council? 
     If elected, what one issue would you like to address in the town during your four-year term? 
     What changes would you like to enact in the town to ensure that the Town of Bronson is a place 
that future generations are proud to call home? 
     Why should those in the market to purchase a home be interested in living in Bronson? 
     What personal steps would you take to strengthen the town’s relationship with other municipalities 
within the county? 
     What is your position on annexing areas outside of town limits in the hopes of attracting businesses 
and increasing revenue for the town? 
     Would you prefer to keep town services within town limits as much as possible or contract out 
services to the county and/or private businesses in order to keep operating costs as low as possible? 
 
     The one question posed to the candidates from HardisonInk.com was what they individually would 
do to repair the Town Charter, which is very outdated, allows for a police chief but does not allow for a 
town manager. 
     After the candidates answered that question, outgoing Mayor Roberts said the difficulties she 
found with amending the Town Charter included that the voters would have to approve the 
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amendments, and that those changes would have to be in Spanish on the ballot as well as in English. 
     As noted, Roberts is not seeking reelection, and she and previous leaders have not succeeded in 
bringing the document that serves as the cornerstone for town government – the Town Charter -- into 
line with the 21st Century, or even with what exists for the current daily operations of the town’s 
government now. 
 
SEAT 3 
     With Mayor Roberts not seeking reelection, it is up to the voters to choose between Allen Alexander 
and Sherrie Schuler for the Town Council member to occupy Seat 3. 
ALLEN ALEXANDER 
     Alexander said he has attended many Town Council meetings over the years. He loves Bronson and 
Levy County. 
     He said the town lacks cohesive leadership that is needed for growth management. Without better 
leadership in the town government, Alexander thinks the town will be the same in five years as it is 
today. 
     He sees the town as being in “a maintenance mode” rather than progressing by attracting small 
business owners. Having more people from the town volunteer and become involved in the 
community is another goal Alexander expressed. 
     Alexander would prefer small business owners to flourish in the town, rather than have Bronson be 
seen as inviting “big box” or corporate entities such as Walmart. 
     Alexander said he intends to accept no compensation for his service on the Bronson Town Council, 
if he is elected to Seat 3. 
     He grew up in a small town in North Carolina. Alexander thinks Bronson needs to let people know 
about the “perks” of living in a small town. 
     As for amending the Charter, Alexander said this is something that must be done. Alexander said 
that if he is elected, he will be a driving force to get this done. 
 SHERRIE SCHULER 
     Schuler, who has earned a master’s degree and serves as an educator as well as the head of the 
athletic department at Bronson Middle High School, said she tells students to be part of the 
community, and that is one reason she is seeking election to Town Council. 
     To help them see this is the proper action to take, Schuler has entered the race as an example to 
serve the residents and visitors to the town by serving on the Town Council. She is from Bronson and 
has achieved goals, just as she wants the youth from town to succeed. 
     She wants today’s students to see they can stay in Bronson, build homes and have their family here 
for generations to come. They can thrive while staying in Bronson, she said. 
     Part of Schuler’s perspective comes from being a teacher and a coach. Also, as a lifelong Bronson 
resident, she understands the town and knows many of its residents. Schuler sees Bronson as a town 
full of people who have heart, and who love their neighbors and are willing to help others who are in 
need. 
     Schuler said she thinks Bronson needs to publicize its wonderful assets more. The youth league is 
continuing to provide sports opportunities for local children, she said. The schools are good. And the 
people are willing to help one another, she added. 
     Among the improvements she sees as needed in Bronson is a community center, where people of 
every generation can find activities to help enhance their lives. She sees the community center as a 
potential revenue-generator as well -- by renting it to people for their different large gatherings. 
     Another method Bronson can use to bring in new money, Schuler suggested, is by the town hosting 
tournaments for tee-ball, baseball and other sports. 
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     In regard to amending the Town Charter to bring it into the current time, Schuler first correctly 
noted the question asked was what each person would do if he or she was elected to Town Council. 
     Schuler’s idea would be for each Town Council member to take the Charter home, read through it, 
and return with their own input about the priorities of changing it. Since each member of the Town 
Council comes from a different background, Schuler said, it will be better to have input from those 
different perspectives. 
     After each person looks at the Charter, Schuler suggested they get together and look at the different 
parts of the Charter and fix it one piece at a time. 
     She said the Town Council can set goals and deadlines to meet certain tasks of changing the 
Charter to bring it into the present time, and to make it a functional document for the town’s 
governance. 
     By saying there is some desire to get to it, with no starting and ending points, “things get lost in the 
middle,” Schuler said. She is one who wants action rather than just words. 
     She wants people to see what Vice Mayor Hunt suggests, what Councilman Partin suggests, and 
what each Town Council member suggests for needing the first revisions in the Town Charter. Then, 
the Council can report regularly to the people about its progress in repairing the document to more 
clearly show how the town government functions. 
     She wants to bring the process to the people, too, before it is changed to allow for their input in the 
revisions. 
SEAT 1 
     Robert Partin is seeking reelection to Seat 1, and he is facing Mark Kjeseth in that race. 
ROBERT PARTIN 
     Partin a longtime Town Council member, serving for a dozen or so years before dedicating more 
time to family and the insurance business. In his most recent return to service of the people of 
Bronson, after retiring from the insurance business, Partin said he is proud of the success of the Town 
Council so far. 
     Partin is a lifelong resident who said he believes in listening to people and communicating with 
them to help the town move forward to best serve the people’s needs. 
     Partin sees the challenge of giving the very best he can to serve the citizens of Bronson, and that is 
why he seeks reelection. 
     Although the town is small, he sees Bronson as being very vibrant already. 
     “I’m here,” Partin said. “I love it. I want what’s best for Bronson, and that’s why I’m running (for 
reelection).” 
     From the previous efforts of Town Council, Partin said, people have seen the fruition of plans. The 
sewer collection system’s expansion and the new building under construction for the fire department 
are a couple of big projects the town has from the previous work of Town Council. 
     He noted the use of grants, and a grant-loan agreement are what has brought the ability for the 
town to undertake such big endeavors as wastewater collection improvement and fire department 
improvement. 
     As for the Town Charter, Partin thinks the current band-aid approach is sufficient. 
     By its efforts, the Town Council created the job of town manager. As a result, the town’s leaders are 
seeing a person taking responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the town. He said the Town 
Council has put upon Town Manager Beaudet the job of striving to improve the Town Charter. 
     “The wheels are already turning,” Partin said regarding revising the Charter. 
     The driving force to change the Charter, Partin said, is a person who can dedicate time and 
resources to update the Charter. He sees the town manager as finding time to start the process.  
MARK KJESETH 
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     Kjeseth said he has lived in Bronson for a year. He has been active in the capital planning 
workshops, hosted by Town Manager Beaudet. 
     He sees many opportunities for the town to grow, and the Town Council can direct that growth to 
benefit the people of Bronson while maintaining a small town environment, Kjeseth said. 
     He sees a need for a dentist and urgent care facilities in Bronson. 
     Some of his perspective comes from being “an outsider” to Bronson, and from his 30 years of 
service in the hotel and real estate professions. 
     Kjeseth said he is seeking office to help Bronson become more vibrant than it is now. He sees an 
abundance of opportunity for the town to better itself. 
     People want growth, he said. People want change to live in a place where they can live and grow. 
     As for amending the Charter, Kjeseth said there were updates 50 years ago to the Charter. He 
agrees with Alexander that the Charter must be updated. 
     Kjeseth’s idea is to form a committee to review what can be done to update the charter and some 
ordinances. Setting deadlines to which parts of the Charter will be updated is another aspect of this 
task, Kjeseth said. 
     The election is set for Sept. 14 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
     The winning candidates will be either Alexander or Schuler, and either Partin or Kjeseth. This is a 
non-partisan race. 


