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     CHIEFLAND – Coach C. 
Doyle McCall (Oct. 14, 1928-
Aug. 9, 2021) for whom the 
football field at Chiefland 
High School is named, and 
for whom a pavilion is named 
on the property of First 
United Methodist Church of 
Chiefland, has died at the age 
of 92. 
     Coach McCall passed away 
this morning (Monday, Aug. 
9). There is a graveside 
service scheduled to be at 
Chiefland Cemetery on 
Thursday (Aug. 12) at 11 am. 
The family asks that people in attendance practice social distancing. Knauff Funeral 
Home is handling the service. 
     Senior Judge Joseph E. Smith, who is the interim lay preacher at First United 
Methodist Church of Williston, is scheduled to deliver the message, joined by Levy 
County Sheriff Robert B “Bobby” McCallum Jr. 
     Coach McCall is the former Sunday school teacher for the very small class of senior 
learners at First United Methodist Church of Chiefland. McCallum accepted that duty 
when McCall began dealing with a health issue. The class was very large, however it 
became smaller over the past 16 years as people went to Heaven. 
     Coach McCall, a retired coach, educator and administrator from the Levy County 
Public School System, always told his Sunday school students that when a Christian 
dies, his or her soul instantly goes to Heaven. Certainly, Coach McCall made his voyage 
to Heaven today. 
     There could be books written about the now late Coach McCall. 
     “McCall's record for 25 years as head football coach (at Chiefland High School) was 
162-78-16,” the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) has noted. 
“Chiefland's undefeated 1961 team was declared state Class C champions by state sports 
writers. His track team won the state track championship in 1965, garnering him the 
honor of Florida Athletic Coaches Association Track Coach of the Year.” 
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     Long before his days as a coach, teacher and principal in Chiefland, McCall was a 
youngster and a student in Gulf Hammock, the Town of Otter Creek and Bronson. 
     "I was born in Gulf Hammock," McCall said in a 2018 interview with 
HardisonInk.com. "My momma said I was the first child born in Gulf Hammock, 
because before that it was known as 'Gun Town.'" 
     Cecil Doyle McCall was the son of Frank and Lillian McCall. Coach McCall is best 
known as “Coach.” 
     The football field at Chiefland High School is named in his honor, as is a relatively 
new pavilion at First United Methodist Church of Chiefland. 
     Coach McCall shared some information about life in the Town of Otter Creek from 
the 1940s during an interview in 2018. 
     For instance, there were only two telephones in the Town of Otter Creek in January of 
1945, he said. 
     From a previously published story that resulted during some verbal sharing of rural 
history on a Sunday morning a few years ago before the start of a particular Sunday 
school session (Jan. 28, 2018), Coach McCall may have helped people understand that 
nothing is so constant as change. Life was rough and tumble in Levy County generations 
ago. 
     The football stadium next to the football field named to honor Coach McCall at CHS, 
is named as a memorial for Wayne Pridgeon, who died on the field in 1963. Years later, 
Coach McCall agonized over the loss of Pridgeon’s life. Pridgeon was the star running-
back who suffered a fatal injury during a football game against Dixie County in 1963. 
     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Coach McCall was my Sunday school teacher in Chiefland 
before my fellow-student Bobby McCallum took over that duty as teacher. Then, our 
three-man class that had become me, Bobby McCallum and Kary Colson could not meet 
due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. I can’t write enough words to show people how 
great Coach McCall was. People who knew him were graced to have had him in their 
lives. Coach will be missed. 

 


