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Six requests approved, four requests tabled 

 
Dixie County Building 
and Zoning Director 
Leon Wright (left) 
speaks with Dixie 
County Commission 
Vice Chairman W.C. 
Mills (right) as County 
Commission 
Chairman Jamie 
Storey prepares to 
start what turned out 
to be a relatively long 
meeting Thursday 
(Aug. 5). 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 7, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     OLD TOWN – Ten public hearings netted six unanimous approvals from the five men on the 
Dixie County Board of County Commissioners Thursday morning (Aug. 5). 
 
 

In this video, Gary, 
who refused to state 
his last name when 
asked by Dixie 
County Commission 
Chairman Jamie 
Storey to state it for 
the record, is 
seen at about the 
halfway point of his 
three-minute rant. 
Listeners are 
advised that Gary 
cusses in his tirade 
here. The essential 
message is that Gary 
thinks the county’s 
campgrounds, like 

at Shired Island, are not worth the $10-a-day camping fee. Beyond that, he believes the 
county should allow Joe and Wendy Hunt to be allowed to expand their Piddler’s Point 
RV Resort and Campground. Click on the PHOTO to see and hear the video. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzFK9km-ghw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzFK9km-ghw
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Wendy Hunt speaks from the podium to the County Commission as she shares why she 
believes that a request by her and her husband Joseph Hunt to expand their RV 
campground benefits the county. Interestingly, in addition to this petition to expand 
the RV campground, there were another separate nine requests for special exceptions 
to allow singular RVs in areas not zoned for them. Her husband is standing behind her 
on the left in the photo. The clock in the background shows 10:25 a.m. but really it was 
11:25 a.m. That clock was not changed to match Daylight Saving Time when it happened 
months ago. 
 
Dixie County 
Building and 
Zoning Director 
Leon Wright 
asks County 
Commission 
members for 
permission to 
leave the 
meeting after 
sitting through 
and 
participating in 
10 public 
hearings. He 
came in on his 
vacation to help 
applicants and commissioners by being present to answer any questions during the 
special exception requests at that commission meeting. Commissioners thanked the 
building official for his service and commitment to the county. The clock in the 
background shows 11:05 a.m. Actually, this was 12:05 p.m. That clock was not moved 
forward one hour months ago when people in this time zone changed clocks to reflect 
Daylight Saving Time. 
     One of the most heated issues debated Thursday morning regarding persons seeking special 
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exceptions, resulted in tabling a request after County Commissioner James Valentine first made a 
motion to deny it and Vice Chairman W.C. Mills seconded Valentine’s motion to deny. 
     Joe and Wendy Hunt own Piddler’s Point RV Resort and Campground. They want to add 31 spaces 
to the 15 spaces they have now for recreational vehicles (RVs). They brought attorney Chris Scott with 
them to the meeting. 
     The address for Piddler’s point is 4745 S.W. Highway 358 (Dixie County Road 358), Steinhatchee, 
although it sounded like it is Jena. 
     This family-oriented RV park and campground, the petitioners contend, will help the local 
economy by bringing 31 more RV-owning families to the area. Also, the RV park will pay its bed tax 
for each night a person puts their head in a bed in Dixie County, and there is the obvious potential for 
the county getting more ad valorem property taxes and special assessments from the improvements 
from the expansion. 
     The couple requested a special exception from the zoning codes to expand the RV park and 
campground. 
     Valentine said he thinks the Jena area is already too congested. He said there have been crashes on 
the road. Wendy Hunt noted those crashes were not by visitors to the campground. 
     Attorney Chris Scott told Valentine there will be no added points of exit or entrance from this 
expansion. Only one vehicle at a time can enter or depart from the RV sites to the roadway. Scott does 
not see this was causing more congestion. 
     Vice Chairman Mills said adding 31 more RV families in the area is too many people. Mills said 
people love the rural lifestyle in that part of Dixie County now. At what point, he asked, are there too 
many RV resorts? At what point are there too many people to keep the environment enjoyable? 
     A woman who said she represents Steinhatchee United Methodist Church said the church is against 
allowing the expansion. She said the RVs run noisy gas-powered generators, and the church is right 
next to the RV campground. 
     Another person complained that teenage children drive ATVs in the area. ATVs and side-by-side 
four-wheelers are racing through all three counties with young teenagers behind the wheel of many of 
them. In some instances, they violate state and local traffic laws, and in other instances, they should a 
reckless disregard for safety as they speed past homes where pets or young children may wander out 
of their yards. 
     Another person complained about very young children from metropolitan areas who are wandering 
the streets of Dixie County, and how they may be run over from not being aware of the dangers on the 
streets of the county. 
     One contention of Valentine is that whenever there is an objection to a special exception, the 
County Commission routinely denies the request. This concept was shot down within the same public 
hearing. 
     Glenn Biggerstaff said he lives across from the Lucky Charm RV Park of Old Town. He objected to a 
special exception requested by that owner and the County Commission approved it. Biggerstaff said 
that since then he has found the Lucky Charm RV Park to be a fine asset to the county, and he likes his 
neighbors there. 
     A man who said his name is “Gary” and did not see why his last name had to be said for the record, 
cursed extensively as he ridiculed the county’s parks. When Commission Chairman Jamie Storey 
asked Gary what relevance this had, Gary said these people seeking to expand their RV park have a 
family-oriented park that is well kept, in contrast with the county park facilities that are not well kept. 
     Commissioner Jody Stephenson asked the couple if they had reached out to the people of Jena to 
tell them why they feel they should be granted the requested special exception to expand their RV 
park. 
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     After that question and some discussion, the Valentine-Mills motion to deny was undone when 
Mills took back his second. 
     Then, on a motion by County Commissioner Mark Hatch, seconded by Stephenson, the County 
Commission voted 5-0 to table this request for two weeks. 
     With the “no opposition” theme then seeming to serve for guidance for approval, and the idea of 
letting parties work out methods to not oppose requests if there was opposition against certain special 
exceptions being sought, the following requests, in addition to the previously noted request that was 
tabled, were approved or tabled to be considered again in two weeks: 
     APPROVED ● A petition by Robert Carl requesting a Special Exception to be granted to permit 
one recreational vehicle to be located on the property at 800 N.E. 807TH Ave., Old Town. (In 
Commission District 1, Jody Stephenson) 
     TABLED ● A petition by Donald Dukes and Lisa Graham requesting a Special Exception to be 
granted to permit one recreational vehicle to be located on the property at 80 S.E. 371st St., Old Town. 
(In Commission District 3, Mark Hatch) 
    APPROVED ● A petition by Kim and Karen Ingle requesting a Special Exception to be granted to 
permit one recreational vehicle to be located on the property at 559 N.E. 197th Ave., Old Town. 
(Commission District 2, W.C. Mills) 
    TABLED ● A petition by David Rose requesting a Special Exception to be granted to permit one 
recreational be located on the property as described at 160 S.E. 330th St., Old Town. (Commission 
District 3, Mark Hatch) 
    APPROVED ● A petition by Anna Wendt requesting a Special Exception to be granted to permit 
one recreational vehicle to be located at 20 S.E. 870th Ave., Old Town. (Commission District 3, Mark 
Hatch) 
    TABLED ● A petition by Arthur and Amber Glass requesting a Special Exception to be granted to 
permit one recreational vehicle to be located on the property at 2240 N.E. Highway 340, Branford. 
(Commission District 1, Jody Stephenson) 
     APPROVED ● A petition by Brian Patrick Gavette requesting a Special Exception to be granted to 
permit one recreational vehicle on the property as described at 1010 N.E. 394TH Ave., Old Town. 
(Commission District 4, Jamie Storey) 
     APPROVED ● A petition by Peter Toth requesting a Special Exception to be granted to permit one 
recreational vehicle to be located on the property at 540 N.E. 817th Ave., Old Town. (Commission 
District 1, Jody Stephenson) 
     APPROVED ● A petition by Steven Megargel requesting a Special Exception to be granted to 
permit one recreational vehicle to be located on the property at S.E. 855th Ave., Ole Town. 
(Commission District 3, Mark Hatch) 
     Regarding the six subsequent special exceptions approved by 5-0 votes by the County Commission, 
commissioners then voted 4-0 to adopt the six relevant resolutions for them. 
     Commissioner Stephenson was absent from those six votes of acceptance, although he returned to 
the meeting after they were completed, having visited the restroom in the interim. 
     The four special exception requests that were tabled, did not require a resolution because they were 
not adopted. 
     Commission Chairman Hatch provided a five minute break from the meeting at 2 p.m., when the 
meeting started at approximately 10 a.m. No other member of the County Commission asked for a 
break, including for lunch, although as proved by Commissioner Stephenson, any member of the 
County Commission or in the audience were free to come and go as they pleased, causing no delay in 
the meeting. 
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On Another Matter 
 
Dixie County Road 
Superintendent Steve 
Hutchison speaks from the 
podium as Mike Cassidy 
stands in the background. 
Hutchison received County 
Commission approval to 
perform certain actions 
related to roads in the 
county. On one matter, he 
was directed to go 
immediately to potentially 
reduce some of the flooding 
in one area of the county. 
The physics of water, 
though, shows that even the 
best drainage methods have 
no meaning when the water 
table is above the ground level. Low-lying flood prone areas are not going to be dry 
during times of heavy rains. Hutchison reminded everyone about the auction Saturday 
(Aug. 7) of surplus Road Department equipment. Also, he and the whole Road 
Department were noted for their excellent level of service to help residents and visitors 
of Dixie County. 
 

 
Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown explains that the Florida 
Highway Patrol and the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office are the primary agencies for road 
closure matters. He added, however, that DCES dispatch and the first responders and 
ambulance crews are aware of special transportation and medical needs of certain 
residents in an area that was being discussed for road closure. He said the revised 
routes for rescue matters there would not significantly increase response time for 
rescues or firefighting. 


