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Prayer circle held 
before County Commission meeting 

Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner dies 

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 4, 2021 at 12:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks conducted a prayer circle before 
officially starting the regular meeting of the County Commission yesterday morning (Aug. 3) by 
having anyone who wanted to participate in a prayer circle for the hoped-for recovery of County 
Commissioner Michael F. "Mike" Joyner, and for God to meet other needs of people in the 
community. 
 
The recently marked Levy 
County Government 
Center. 
 
     Two weeks ago (Aug. 20), 
as Joyner 
and HardisonInk.com owner 
and publisher Jeff M. 
Hardison walked from the 
parking lot to the Levy County 
Government Center for the 
regular County Commission 
meeting, Commissioner 
Joyner told the journalist that 
he is very happy to be a county 
commissioner because he is 
continuing to help people. 
     Joyner was a devout Christian who often regularly spoke with his own unique colloquial phrases. 
Often in his prayers to God as he would help start regular County Commission meetings, the now late 
county commissioner would state that “You are The Man” as he prayed to God in common, no-
nonsense language. 
 

 
Mike Joyner 
 
     Before officially starting the meeting yesterday, 
Chairman Meeks said this would be a different method 
because of Joyner being hospitalized at that time. 
     Meeks invited all of the other four commissioners, 
County Coordinator Wilbur Dean and any other person to 
hold hands and pray in a prayer circle for Joyner and 
others in the community who need God’s power to get 
through any troubles with health or the passing away of a 
loved one recently. 
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     County Coordinator Dean led with the first prayer at the prayer circle. 
     Dean prayed for God to help Joyner and his family at this time of trial. Dean acknowledged The 
Lord has taken the now late Joyner through so many dangerous situations in his life up to that point. 
     A request was made of God to place His loving arms around Joyner and bring him from the 
hospital, healed. 
     In his prayer, Dean prayed that regardless of the outcome, he wants everyone to see The Lord is 
and always has been there for Joyner, and that other people will see this. 
     In addition to helping the Joyner family, Dean asked that God help all the other people who need 
his loving arms and healing hands. People know, Dean prayed, that they may not see results they want 
as they pray to God, but the people know He hears their pleas and it is His will that is to be done. 
     Chief Deputy Clerk Jared Blanton of the office of Clerk Danny Shipp was the next to pray. 
     Blanton prayed to God thanking him for Jesus Christ as the intercessor for us, and that we can seek 
to intercede through Him to help others in their time of need. 
     Blanton prayed to God that rather than take Joyner’s soul for his reward that he be allowed to stay 
with other on Earth. Blanton said the prayer that morning is for others’ needs that are unnamed, but 
which God knows. 
     As he prayed, Blanton said, “God, we love this crazy ol’ codger (Joyner). We want him to be back 
with us if it be Your will.” 
     By showing his love for others, Blanton prayed, God knows Joyner is a disciple for Jesus. 
     After the prayer circle, the meeting opened with another prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  
     Gov. Rick Scott appointed Joyner years ago to fill the District 1 Levy County Commission seat that 
had been vacant since Nov. 2, 2010. Joyner has been reelected without opposition since then. 
      Joyner died this morning (Wednesday, Aug. 4). 
     Before becoming a county commissioner, Joyner served as a law enforcement officer and was 
distinguished in that profession, as noted in stories published Dec. 6, 2017, and Sept. 19, 2018, and 
elsewhere. 
 
Mike Joyner Award Announced by Florida Intelligence Unit 
(By Jeff M. Hardison, Dec. 6, 2017) 
 
Commissioner Mike Joyner honored by FIU with award 
(By Scott Tummond, Sept. 19, 2018) 
 
     Sharon Hardison shared a personal note. 
     “When I worked for the Extension Office, Mr. Joyner was the only County Commissioner whoever 
stopped by my desk asked how I was doing and if things were going okay at work,” she said. “He also 
let me know he appreciated me and thought I was doing a great job.” 
     Jeff M. Hardison shared a personal note. 
     “Mike Joyner was a great man. He had a wonderful sense of humor, too,” Jeff Hardison said. 
“Many years ago, when Mr. Joyner was a bailiff for the now late Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
David Glant, I went through the metal detector in the Levy County Courthouse. After I went through 
one time, Mr. Joyner patted me down very quickly and without warning. That cracked me up. He had 
an incredibly special quality about him. I will miss Mr. Joyner.” 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/12-6-17-hardisonink-com-mike-joyner-award-announced-by-florida-intelligence-unit.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/9-19-18-hardisonink-comcommissioner-mike-joyner-honored-by-fiu-with-award.pdf

