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Chiefland election results 
Hudson – 236 Jones – 180 

(from left) Chiefland 
Police Chief Scott 
Anderson, Fire Chief 
James Harris and Levy 
County Commissioner 
Matt Brooks are seen 
moments before the 
meeting to count votes 
and announce winners. 
County Commissioner 
Brooks served as the 
chairman for the 
Chiefland Canvassing 
Board. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The unofficial count in the Chiefland City Commission race showed Rollin 
Hudson, incumbent, winning over LaWanda Jones 236-180 on Tuesday (Aug. 3). 

Looking at the ballots 
arriving via mail are (from 
left) Fire Chief James 
Harris, Deputy City Clerk 
Belinda Wilkerson, 
Chiefland City Clerk and 
Municipal Supervisor of 
Elections Laura Cain and 
Chiefland Canvassing 
Board Chairman Matt 
Brooks. Chairman Brooks 
and Canvassing Board 
members Chief Harris and 
Police Chief Scott 
Anderson opened the mail 
ballots and handed them 
to Levy County Supervisor 
of Elections Tammy Jones, who placed them in the voting machine. 

     Only 416 of the possible 1,448 Chiefland voters participated in this contest, according to the 
preliminary unofficial numbers. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones said the turnout was decent this year. It was 
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almost a 100 percent higher number than voters participating in last year’s Chiefland city election, 
which had 220 total voters. 
     Candidate LaWanda Jones was upbeat after hearing the results, even though she did not win the 
election. 
     “I feel good,” LaWanda Jones said. “The people of Chiefland have spoken. We did the best we 
could. You will see more of LaWanda Jones. Congratulations to Mr. Rollin for the next couple of 
years.” 
     Hudson was not with his campaigners other than his family Tuesday and he did not go into the 
meeting room for the count. 
     Since he was near to a person who was tested as positive for COVID-19 recently, Hudson said he 
felt he should stay away from people. He was wearing a facemask during the interview conducted 
outside City Hall immediately after the votes were tallied. 
     Asked how he feels, Hudson said, “I’m tired. I’ve been out here since seven this morning and now 
it’s eight at night. It took them an hour to count the votes.” 
     Hudson added that he is relieved to have been reelected. He is thankful to all the people who gave 
him support in his bid to stay on the Chiefland City Council. 
     Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks served as the chairman of the City of Chiefland 
Canvassing Board. Joining Commissioner Brooks were Fire Chief James Harris and Police Chief Scott 
Andrews. 
     Chiefland City Manager Laura Cain, who is the ex-officio city clerk, is the municipal supervisor of 
elections. Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones helped Cain assure the election was fair and the 
vote count was accurate. 
     Precinct Clerk Betty Anderson and Assistant Precinct Clerk Debra Andrews as well as Poll Deputy 
Kary Colson were among the other people helping with the process. 
     Canvassing Board Chairman Brooks said there will be a public meeting in City Hall on Thursday 
(Aug. 5) at 5:30 p.m. to conduct an audit of the votes. 
     One ballot that the voting machine could not distinguish as being for one candidate or the other 
was reviewed by the Canvassing Board as well as representatives from both campaigns. It was agreed 
that ballot was for Hudson. 
     There were three provisional ballots. Those ballots may be remedied before the final official count, 
which is set for Thursday. 
     As of Tuesday night, the finer points on the race shows Hudson beating Jones by a mere five votes 
in the ballots cast on voting day. Those numbers were Hudson-146 and Jones-151. 
     It was the mail-in ballots that made the substantial difference. Those were Hudson-90 and Jones-
29. 
     Chiefland Municipal Supervisor of Elections Cain said at the outset that there were 300 mail-in 
ballots requested. There were 297 mailed. There were 119 returned and 178 not returned. 
     Both candidates and all the voters who cast ballots at the precinct dealt with rain most of the day. 


