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District governor visits Williston Rotary 

 
District Governor Larry Kubiak (left) presents Williston Rotary Club President Chris 
Cowart with the 2021-2022 Rotary International banner. Cowart also serves as the 
superintendent of schools in Levy County. 
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     WILLISTON -- District 
Governor Larry Kubiak 
visited the Rotary Club of 
Williston on Tuesday (Aug. 
24) to give a motivational 
speech and encourage fellow 
Rotarians to participate in 
community service. 
 
Williston Rotary Club 
member Reggie Priest 
takes a moment to pose 
with District Governor 
Larry Kubiak. 
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Williston Rotary Club Charter Member Mary O'Banyoun-Abdullah sorts through sheet 
music. 
 

 
Williston Rotary Club Sergeant-At-Arms Norm D. Fugate happily takes ‘happy/sad 
dollars’ from his mother and fellow Rotarian Patsy Fugate. Williston Rotarians, and on 
occasion their guests, donate dollars to say why they are either happy or sad. 
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     The district in which Kubiak serves (District 6940) is the largest in Florida and includes 49 clubs 
throughout 25 counties. Pensacola was the first club in district formed in 1915, Live Oak was the 
second formed in 1921 and Tallahassee was the third formed in 1922. Williston Rotary was formed in 
2006. 
     Women were first admitted in Rotary in 1989. 
     Women were first admitted into Kiwanis in 1987. On July 7, 1987, delegates at the annual Kiwanis 
International convention in Washington, D.C., heard the declaration: “The chair rules that it 
(Amendment Number 2 as amended) has passed by two-thirds vote.” 
     Among the clubs in District 6940 are Chiefland, Dixie County, Gilchrist County, Suwannee Valley 
and Williston. 
     District Governor Kubiak shared quoted from Rotary International President 2021-2022, Shekhar 
Mehta as he spoke to the Williston Rotarians and guests. 
     “Service is the rent we pay for our space on earth,” International Rotary President Mehta said. 
     International Rotary President Mehta’s motto for this Rotary Year is “Serve To Change Lives.” 
     “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in service to others,” the Rotary president who 
lives in India has said. 
     Shekhar Mehta is only the fourth Indian in 115 years to be nominated as the President of Rotary 
International. The Rotary Year 2021-22 is from July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022. 
     Tallahassee Rotary the club in which Kubiak is a member took on an international project in 
Central Mexico. 
     There are six Rotary Clubs in Tallahassee – Tallahassee, Tallahassee (Capital), Tallahassee 
Northside, Tallahassee Southside, Tallahassee Sunrise and Tallahassee Sunset. 
     As for District Governor Kubiak’s club -- Tallahassee, and the international project they selected -- 
the small Mexican village they chose to help has naturally toxic ground water that contains fluoride 
and arsenic making it unsafe for consumption. 
     Tallahassee Rotary provided materials and instructions for the village women to create a cistern to 
collect rainwater. The first cistern was perceived so well that other villages requested help in creating 
more of them. 
     Williston Rotarians were encouraged by District Governor Kubiak to incorporate service projects 
that capture skills and passions of its members, develop a plan to welcome new members and look for 
areas of an environment to grow. 

 


