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Chiefland preps 
to spend almost $1.1 million 

 
(from left) Chiefland 
Mayor Chris Jones and 
city commissioners 
Lewrissa Mainwaring 
and Norman Weaver 
are seen in action 
Monday night (Aug. 
23)at the municipal 
leaders’ regular twice-
monthly meeting. 
 
 
 

 

 

Chiefland City 
Commissioner Rollin 
Hudson (left) and City 
Commissioner Lance 
Hayes (wearing a clear 
plastic face covering) 
are seen at the meeting 
Monday night. When 
asked before the 
meeting why he was 
absent from the Levy 
County Tourist Development Council meeting on Aug. 12, Hayes said he had COVID-19. 
In his first year of representing Chiefland on the TDC, Hayes has not attended any of 
the meetings, according to records. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 24, 2021 at 9:11 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – By a 5-0 vote Monday night (Aug. 23), the members of the Chiefland City 
Commission chose to accept almost $1.1 million from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) – 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Agreement (CLRFA). 
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     This money -- $1,094,866 will be paid to the city 50 percent at a time, with the first installment 
being $547,433, according to records. The mayor will have authority to sign documents authorizing 
expenditure of the funds as a result of the vote on Aug. 23. 
     Before voting the five members of the City Commission – Mayor Chris Jones and commissioners 
Rollin Hudson, Lance Hayes, Lewrissa Mainwaring and Norman Weaver – spoke about places to 
spend the money. 

 
City Attorney Norm Fugate looks at documents during the Aug. 23 Chiefland City 
Commission meeting. 
 
     City Attorney Norm D. Fugate helped them understand that there are specific criteria the first three 
of for four of the statutory categories, which note the city needs to show a direct impact of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic on spending the ARPA funds. The fourth category, attorney Fugate added, does 
not have that preemptive requirement. 
     ARPA specifies that funding provided through the CLFRF may generally only to be used to: 
     • respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and its negative economic impacts; 
     • provide premium pay to essential workers or grants to employers with essential workers; 
     • replace lost, delayed, or decreased revenue, relative to projections issued before Jan. 27, 2020; or 
     • make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 
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Chiefland City Manager 
Laura Cain looks at a 
document during the Aug. 
23 meeting of the Chiefland 
City Commission. 
 
     City Manager Laura Cain 
mentioned Chiefland has pipes 
that need replacement, as was 
evidenced by the relatively large 
loss of water from a water main 
break on Thursday (Aug. 19). (As 
was shown in a story and photos 
on HardisonInk.com). 
     Mayor Jones said there are 
pipes under the ground of 
southern Chiefland near one of 
Stoney Smith’s convenience stores, which is just south of the motorcycle repair shop Mayor Jones 
owns. Jones said he knows those pipes are very old and in probable need of replacement. 
     Commissioner Weaver mentioned a recreational bit of infrastructure that he would like the city to 
improve. 
     While the City Commission voted to approve acceptance of the almost $1.1 million, definite places 
to spend the money are not decided yet. Those funds, however, must be spent before Dec. 31, 2024, 
according to the current federal legislation. 
 

IN OTHER ACTION 
 
 

Howell E. ‘Trip’ 
Lancaster III 
represents Waste Pro 
as he stands at the 
podium during the 
Monday night (Aug. 23) 
meeting of the 
Chiefland City 
Commission. 
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In the two photos above, 
Fire Chief James Harris 
presents Deputy City 
Clerk Belinda Wilkerson 
with a framed photograph 
of the city’s new fire 
truck, and he presents 
her with a Chiefland Fire 
Rescue tee-shirt as tokens 
of appreciation for her 
work in obtaining grants 
to purchase the vehicle. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Carol Gore is seen soon after being introduced on her first day as the city planner for 
Chiefland. 
 
     In other action by the Chiefland City Commission, it gave unanimous consensus for staff to create a 
document to extend the existing contract with Waste Pro as the vendor of garbage collection services 
for another three years. 
     Representing Waste Pro at the meeting was Howell E. “Trip” Lancaster III, the manager of the 
company’s office in the City of Fanning Springs. During conversation about the extension, 
Commissioner Hudson sought to get the attention of Mayor Jones to say something, and he opened 
by saying “Mayor” and both Lancaster and Jones responded. 
     Lancaster, who is the mayor of the City of Fanning Springs, responded as conditioned-response to 
being addressed “mayor,” although Hudson meant to get the attention of Mayor Jones, as a proper 
method to ask a question on the matter being discussed at the meeting. 
     In his comments to Lancaster, Hudson mentioned that he is appreciative of Waste Pro not 
increasing its rates since 2017, and in fact reducing its rates after Levy County stopped charging the 
company tipping fees. Hudson, who is a farmer that uses diesel fuel in some of the farming equipment 
he uses, understands the increased fuel expenses since 2017. 
     Discussion by Lancaster showed drivers are getting paid more now at Waste Pro than they were as 
recently as a year ago. Waste Pro also has a “sign-on bonus.” Lancaster said the company now has 
enough drivers to complete all of the routes every day. 
     Loss of employees to death, hospitalization and quarantine from COVID-19 has adversely affected 
companies across Florida, the United States and the rest of the planet. There were some service 
interruptions due to an employee shortage at Waste Pro last year. 
     Lancaster mentioned during the conversation that if a restaurant places a receptacle where the 
truck cannot pick it up, then that can cause a delay in service. Another issue discussed was people 
failing to understand that leaves will be picked up when they are containerized. People who leave a 
three-foot high pile of leaves that is 10 feet long are causing drivers to spend 45 minutes at one pickup 
location. 
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     One method to inform customers about proper placement for pickup is the potential to put a note 
on people’s utility bills from Chiefland. However, that bill is very small. 
     The next meeting of the Chiefland City Commission is when the three-year contract extension is 
anticipated for approval. 

 
State Rep. Joe Harding speaks to 
the Chiefland City Commission. 
 
     In other action that happened 
Monday night, State Rep. Joe Harding 
(R-Williston, Dist. 22) spoke to the City 
Commission. 
     His key message was his action in the 
Florida Legislature (pronounced ˈle-jə-
ˌslā-chər rather than ˈle-jə-ˌslā-tər) 
which focused on students not attending 
college, but instead attending trade 
school, or being prepared to work once 
they leave high school. 
     He took questions. Commissioner 
Weaver asked Harding why college 

tuition is so expensive, and if the representative can do anything to reduce that cost. Weaver also 
expressed his opinion that college administrators are paid too much. Harding agreed with Weaver’s 
assertion that some college administrators’ salaries are too high. 
     There was an announcement of a special meeting on Sept. 13, starting at 5:30 p.m. to conduct a 
three-month review for City Manager Laura Cain’s first quarter of service in that post. 
     Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris presented Deputy City Clerk Deputy City Clerk Belinda 
Wilkerson with a framed picture of the city’s new fire truck, which Wilkerson helped the city attain by 
her work on grants when she was the city’s planning project coordinator. 
     An announcement was made Monday evening, too, that with Cain becoming City Manager (and ex 
officio city clerk) and Wilkerson being named as deputy city clerk, a new person started her job as city 
planner. 
     Carol Gore was introduced to everyone on her first day on duty as Chiefland’s new city planner. 
     Immediately after this regular City Commission meeting, the city’s leaders discussed the budget for 
the fiscal year of Oct. 1, 2021 through Sept. 30, 2022. 

 


