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Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried 
shares facts to encourage people to work together 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19 
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     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Following is the written version of a message Florida Commissioner of 
Agriculture Nikki Fried shared today (Monday, Aug. 19) during a press briefing in Tallahassee. She 
urges people to work together to fight against COVID-19. Following is what she said. 
     TALLAHASSEE -- Hi, I’m Nikki Fried, Florida’s Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 
     Four weeks ago, as our state began witnessing record-high cases, hospitalizations and deaths, I 
stood up at the Florida Capitol to provide the public with the latest COVID-19 information –
something the governor and the Florida Department of Health ceased providing the first week of 
June. 
     I made a promise that day to continue providing the regular, timely updates that the people of 
Florida need and deserve to be able to make the best decisions to keep their families safe during this 
public health crisis. And I have kept that promise, holding near-daily briefings for the past four weeks. 
     I’m here again today because the governor and Florida Department of Health have failed to provide 
daily COVID-19 updates for nearly three months even as the situation in the state has continued to 
worsen. 
     Since my first briefing four weeks ago, hospitalizations in the state have nearly doubled – causing 
staff shortages and pushing our hospitals to capacity. 
     According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, there are currently 17,143 
Floridians lying in hospital beds with COVID-19 as we speak – including 3,557 COVID patients in the 
ICU. That accounts for 52.69 percent of all ICU beds, with 92.82 percent of ICU beds in use across the 
state. 
     The total number of COVID-19 cases in the state has now surpassed 3 million, with a new case 
positivity rate of 19.8 percent, according to the Florida Department of Health. 
     And now there are even reports that in Broward, which has been one of the hardest hit counties in 
the nation by this surge, is setting up temporary morgues, as total deaths in the state have now 
tragically surpassed 42,000. 
     This is an emergency. But instead of focusing on how to help, our governor and commissioner of 
education are spending their time punishing school districts that have asked their students to wear 
masks – even as thousands of children across the state are now quarantined due to exposure in the 
first weeks of school. 
     Even as Friday’s weekly report from the Department of Health found that teenagers now represent 
the highest positivity rate of any group in the state with 17,310 new cases reported last week in those 
12 to 19 years of age. 
     And even as the same report showed that the number of new cases in children younger than 12, 
who cannot get the vaccinate, was even higher at 20,331 new cases. 
     So, I want to say thank you to every school board, superintendent, teacher, parent, and student 
who has spoken out against the governor’s unconstitutional and dangerous executive order and stood 
up against his threats to do what is needed to keep your communities safe. 
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     To those school officials in Alachua, Broward, Hillsborough, Leon, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, and 
Sarasota (counties): we have your back – and as we saw again on Friday, so does the White House. I 
am proud to stand with all of you in doing what is right for our children, our communities, and our 
state. 
     Just as we are standing together against the governor’s unconstitutional mask ban, we all need to 
pitch in to end this pandemic. 
     Remember that the best thing you can do to help protect yourself, your family, and unvaccinated 
children as well as to help alleviate the burden on Florida’s health care system is to get vaccinated and 
wear a mask. 
     Our health is tied to our neighbors’ health. We’re all in this together, and that means we need to 
make sure our loved ones get vaccinated too. 
      And while most of the numbers I’ve been reporting over the past four weeks have been moving in a 
troubling direction, the good news is that the number of fully vaccinated Floridians continues to tick 
upwards – nearing 11 million fully vaccinated individuals accounting for 51.2 percent of our 
population. And that’s how we’re going to beat this virus. 
     These safe and effective vaccines are scientifically proven to provide fully vaccinated individuals a 
high degree of protection against severe illness, hospitalization, and death. 
     So, if you or someone you know has not yet been vaccinated – don’t wait another day. The 
Department of Health can help you find a vaccine site near you. 
     We are all in this together, and our way out is together. Thank you. 

  

 


