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Holly Houghton 
helps improve life in Dixie County 

 
In this file photo 
from HardisonInk.com, 
Holly Houghton is seen 
with Kole VanAernam at 
the Suwannee River Fair 
Youth Livestock Show and 
Sale. She is wearing a 
mask at this event to help 
reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 
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     DIXIE COUNTY -- At 
first, Holly Houghton helped 
Duane Cannon and Jamie 
Storey with the basics. As the 4-H agent for Dixie County, she organized the clubs that gave Cannon 
and Storey the chance to work with animals and to make wise choices as consumers. 

 
The office at UF/IFAS Dixie 
County Extension has walls 
filled with plaques 
reflecting Holly Houghton’s 
impact on children’s and 
adults’ lives to better the 
county. 
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     She arrived in Dixie in 1989 
to lead the University of Florida 
Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences Extension 
(UF/IFAS) office. That year, 
scientists in Switzerland started 
developing a way to retrieve 
information from the internet 
that later became known as the 
World Wide Web. 
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     Back then, Houghton did everything person-to-person, and she started with youth. She saw Duane, 
Jamie, and their peers as the most important investment the county could make in its future. She has 
stuck around long enough to see the return on that investment decades later. 
          Dixie’s future hatched in those 4-H clubs. Duane and Jamie are now charged with making wise 
public policy decisions, Duane as County Manager Cannon and Jamie as County Commission 
Chairman Storey. Houghton’s alumni also include County Judge Jennifer Johnson, Property 
Appraiser Robert Lee and a number of county support staff professionals. 
     While Houghton is still responsible for 4-H, her focus on the future has broadened as digital 
networks have become infrastructure every bit as vital as the roads that residents take to their jobs, to 
church, to government meetings and to the county fair. Her job has evolved as Dixie County has. 
     While her Extension duties still include 4-H, Houghton has also become the county’s webmaster. 
She keeps Dixie informed with updates on county government departments, their policies and 
actions. If residents don’t know Cannon and Storey directly, they can know where to reach them, what 
they’re doing and how they’re helping shape the county’s future. 
     But not everyone in Dixie County can easily see this website, and Houghton has become an 
important part of a county team working to bring more broadband to the community. In the true 
spirit of public science that Extension delivers to Floridians, she and the team want data and evidence 
to make the case to telecommunications companies to invest more in their digital infrastructure in 
Dixie County so residents’ access to high-speed internet is as universal a utility as water and 
electricity. 
     The stakes are huge. Dixie has students who can only access high-speed internet at school. A major 
employer has not been able to realize the potential of online sales because of an unreliable connection 
to the web. The web connects residents to the county government that serves them. Now that regional 
growth is making two-hour commutes a thing for some Dixie residents, the web offers the potential 
for telework. And a UF/IFAS-UFHealth partnership will soon bring telemedicine to Dixie County. 

     The transformation of Houghton from youth leader to tech liaison has in some ways been visionary 
but in some ways routine. She was always more than a 4-H agent. While she’s had office staff over the 
years, she has always been the only agent in the UF/IFAS Extension Dixie County office--the 
agriculture agent, the Master Gardener Volunteer coordinator and the nutrition education 
administrator. 
     No one among our directors in each of 67 Florida counties has led the same Extension office as long 
as Houghton has led Dixie’s. When she took the job, her then-boss told her she wouldn’t last more 
than a couple of years but that it would be a good steppingstone to another opportunity. 
     She quickly came to see opportunity in and for Dixie. And 32 years later, she’s still pursuing it. 
     Today there are five 4-H clubs in the county. In one of them, perhaps another future county 
commissioner, is learning how to lead. In another, an elementary school student growing up in the 
digital age will someday be on the cutting edge of communications technology. 
     Houghton won’t be there another 32 years, but Extension will. It will continue to offer traditional 
programs such as 4-H. But like Houghton’s career demonstrates, it will evolve to serve the needs of 
the people who live in Dixie decades from now. 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE: J. Scott Angle, the guest columnist of 
the article above is seen at the left of this caption. Dr. 
Angle is the University of Florida’s Vice President for 
Agriculture and Natural Resources and leader of the UF 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). This 
is a commentary by about Holly Houghton, a great person 
who has helped Dixie County for decades now. (Also, the 
Dixie County Board of County Commissioners are 
advertising on HardisonInk.com for people to take a survey 
to help improve Internet service in Dixie County. Please 
click HERE to take that survey to help Dixie County in that 
regard.) 
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https://internet.dixiecounty.us/

