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Area schools deal with COVID-19 
Dixie County overcomes flood issues too 

 
As shown in this flow-chart created by the Florida Department of Education and provided by 

Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, students and employees are advised to 

stay home if they have symptoms. For students and staff members who are in school and are 

showing symptoms of having COVID-19, they are to be sent home. There is protocol shown here 

for when a person who is ill or who has been exposed should return to school. Schools are 

encouraged to routinely clean classrooms and high-traffic areas. 

Flow Chart By Florida Department of Education 
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     TRI-COUNTY AREA – School superintendents in Dixie County and Levy County were very forthcoming 

when asked about dealing with a pervasive issue that affects people across the nation and the globe. 

     And in Dixie County, there is a more localized disaster. 

     Dixie County Superintendent of Schools Mike Thomas and Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris 

Cowart are following guidelines of the Florida Department of Education regarding safety and health to reduce 

the spread of COVID-19. 

DIXIE COUNTY 

     As for the method of reducing the spread of COVID-19 by wearing a mask in Dixie County, Superintendent 

of Schools Thomas said anyone can choose to wear or not wear a mask in the schools. The same hold true for 
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people who get a vaccination or not get a vaccination to reduce the odds of them catching COVID-19, or to 

reduce the potentially fatal effects from catching that disease. 

     Superintendent of Schools Thomas overcame another hurdle at the start of the school year with help from 

the transportation department of the school system, and thanks to work by the Dixie County Board of County 

Commissioners’ Road Department, the Dixie County Emergency Services and others. 

     The county was flooded, and as of information provided via a telephone conversation Thursday afternoon, 

there are still some roads that are not fit for school buses due to potholes left in the lime-rock roads. And as of 

Thursday, some roads were flooded. 

     Nevertheless, Superintendent of Schools Thomas said, Dixie County students have started their school year. 

He mentioned that historically many parents transport their children to and from school at the outset of the 

year. Meanwhile, parents, school administrators and bus drivers are creating work-arounds for bus-riding 

children to reach their schools and return to their homes after their school day is done. 

 

GILCHRIST COUNTY 

     Gilchrist County Superintendent of Schools Jim Surrency was not available Friday morning (Aug. 20), 

although a phone call and email have been sent to confirm that Gilchrist County is practicing at least the 

accepted standards provided by the Florida Department of Education to reduce the spread of COVID-19 . 

 

LEVY COUNTY 

     In addition to the flow-chart from the Florida Department of Education, Levy County Superintendent of 

Schools Cowart provided a reminder that is in English and Spanish for all parents of Levy County students. 

     It is noted below: 

     To help keep everyone in our schools safe and healthy, we (the Levy County School Board and 

Superintendent, and all schools’ administrators) ask that you NOT send your child back to school if any of the 

following apply: 

     1. Your child has tested positive for COVID-19; 

     2. Your child has been tested and is awaiting results; 

     3. Your child has been exposed to a positive case; or 

     4. Your child is exhibiting symptoms of any kind. 

     5. Consider siblings’ exposure rate. Items 1-4 should be evaluated for all school-aged children within the 

household. 

     Following these guidelines will protect your child, and the children and staff at your child’s school. 


