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Bronson seeks help from Levy County Animal Services 
Unruly meetings continue in county seat 

 
Elijah Williams tells the Bronson Town Council it is working the town’s employees to 
death. Years ago, James H. Cobb died on the job and a park was named in his memory. 
Williams again stated another thought he had and that is that the town leaders table so 
much action that it is a wonder that table does not break. Most people simply yell from 
their seats in the audience during Bronson Town Council meetings, rather than going 
to the podium. 
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     BRONSON – Among the action completed Monday night (Aug. 2) at the Bronson Town Council 
meeting was a decision to allow Town Manager Susan Beaudet to seek a cooperative agreement 
between the town and the county for animal services. 
 
Town Manager Susan 
Beaudet, Town 
Councilman Tyler 
Voorhees and Vice Mayor 
Jason Hunt listen to 
Elijah Williams 
complain. 
 
     Beaudet told the four 
Town Council members 
present that there are not 
enough staff members 
available to meet the needs of 
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the people in regard to lose dogs and cats, or snakes and raccoons for that matter. 
     The issues of liability, training to be certified to handle stray dogs, as well as the capital expenses 
for sheltering dogs and cats were discussed. 
     After some more discussion between Vice Mayor Jason Hunt, who led the meeting, and Town 
Council members Tyler Voorhees, Aaron Edmondson and Robert Partin, the motion by Edmondson 
to authorize Beaudet to work with the county toward an agreement in this regard was seconded by 
Partin. 
     Mayor Beatrice Roberts, Vice Mayor Hunt said at the outset of the meeting, was absent due to 
illness. 
     During the first hour of the meeting, Vice Mayor Hunt allowed people to yell from their seats 
without identifying themselves. For more than a decade now, Bronson Town Council meeting have 
been unruly. 
     As Beaudet started her service as town manager, she attempted to have the government body able 
to progress without endless input from anyone during these meetings, including from non-Bronson 
residents who think they have some sort of great wisdom on any topic about which the local 
government leaders make decisions. Her attempt for order did not last through one meeting. 
     Even before Beaudet tried to bring order to the chaos, Mayor Roberts had attempted to remind 
people about courtesy and decorum, as well as written procedures to complete a meeting with some 
semblance of being close to Roberts Rules of Order. 
     Town Councilman Voorhees, the new youngest and newest member of the Town Council, may have 
some memory of what he learned in FFA about how to conduct a meeting, but neither he nor anyone 
else has taken the lead in trying to have an orderly meeting of that governmental body. 
     Meanwhile, the town charter itself is outdated. It lists having a police department when one does 
not exist. And as for the current agreement between the county and the town for animal control, that 
was adopted in 2002, when Mayor Jamie Griffin was in office, and it has not been amended or 
updated since. 
     Beaudet plans to meet with Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean to seek a better method for the 
county to help the town with its animal services. 
     One woman and two men provided their input to the Town Council without identifying themselves 
in the first hour. 
     Elijah Williams, however, was identified and he shared his opinions from the podium at first, 
although then later in the meeting, he too joined the method of just calling out comments. 
In other action and information from that regular twice-monthly meeting, the Town Council: 
     ● Set the next regular meeting to be Aug. 16 starting at 7 p.m. in the Dogan S. Cobb Municipal 
Building. 
     ● Set a candidate forum for people seeking election or reelection to the Bronson Town Council to 
be on Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. in the Levy County Government Complex – behind the Levy County 
Courthouse on School Street. 
     ● Reminded listeners that three Town Council seats are open in the Sept. 14 municipal election. 
     ● Set Oct. 23 as Beautify Bronson Day, starting at 10 a.m. 
     ● Announced the Veterans Day Parade in Bronson will be on Nov. 11 starting at 4 p.m. 
     ● Increased the minimum hourly wage to $15 an hour for Bronson town government employees. 
New employees will start at that pay rate, and they will be on a 45-day probationary period. 


