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Property rights element state-mandated 
Other Levy County Commission news 

 
The Levy County Commission is seen Tuesday morning (Aug. 17) in the Levy 
County Government Center Auditorium. A photo of the late County 
Commissioner Mike Joyner is seen with flowers near it. His absence was 
clearly noticed and there is obvious grief and sorrow with his having 
passed, even though all of his Christian friends know his soul is in Heaven. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 18, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Levy County Director of Planning and Zoning Stacey Hectus on 
Tuesday morning (Aug. 17) let the County Commission know it needs to adopt an 
ordinance. 
     The ordinance creates the “Property Rights Element,” which must be added to the 
Levy County Comprehensive Plan. As of July 1, all 67 counties must add this element to 
their comprehensive growth management plans because the Florida Legislature enacted 
the law and the governor signed it. 
     This mandatory state-initiated revision to the comprehensive plans is something that 
must be drafted at the county level, transmitted to the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity, returned to the Levy County Board of County Commissioners and then 
approved by the County Commission, Hectus explained. 
     Temporary Levy County Attorney Heather Encinosa of the law firm of Nabors Giblin 
& Nickerson has drafted the required ordinance, Hectus said, by using a template from 
the state government. 
     “This is one of the items,” Hectus said, “that has to be transmitted (to the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity) and adopted before we can review any other 
comprehensive plan amendment.” 
     The County Commission voted 4-0 to transmit the ordinance to the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity for its review. 
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OTHER NEWS 
Mike Joyner For God and Country 

 
Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks holds a decal he created after he 
and the late Mike Joyner started talking about this project a few weeks ago. 
Brooks is seen next to a photo of Joyner in the place where the 
commissioner would be sitting if he were alive on Aug. 17. Joyner died Aug. 
4. 
 
     Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks, like his four colleagues on the County 
Commission, was seen and heard to have been affected by the loss of their friend, the 
late Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021). 
     After Brooks mentioned he was heavy-hearted about the loss of his friend and felt the 
absence of him not sitting next to him, Brooks said Joyner would have told him “Buck 
up, buddy. It ain’t over. It’s just starting.” 
     Brooks said Joyner would have had a better phrase. 
     Joyner was working on a sticker, Brooks said, and he wanted the county 
commissioners to have the decal that says “Stand for the Flag. Kneel for the Cross.” 
     Joyner was outspoken about being a Christian, Brooks said. 
     “He lived it,” Brooks said. “He breathed it. He did didn’t care who was around – he 
was going to talk about it.” 
     A few weeks ago, Joyner brought to Brooks the idea for the decal. Brooks said Joyner 
felt the County Commission included five people who represented the county and are 
Christians. 
     On the sticker, Brooks put Joyner’s brand – like are on his cattle. Joyner did not ask 
for that, Brooks said, but Joyner wanted everyone to know where he stood, and if there 
was a way to bring another person to Christ, then Joyner would try to do that, Brooks 
said. 
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     That brand is a combination of the letters “M” and “J.” 
     At various parts of the meeting, it was clear to see the impact that the passing of 
Joyner had on the remaining four County Commission members. 
 

SHIP NEEDS PEOPLE ON BOARD 
     Marlon Gayle, housing planner with the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) 
program in Levy County, said the current Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 
(AHAC) needs more members – especially in certain categories. 
     The primary purpose of this committee is to develop incentive strategies targeting 
regulatory reform. 
     The Current Levy County AHAC members and sectors represented are show below: 
     ◊ Natalie Thomas, a Levy County resident who is actively engaged as a real estate 
professional in connection with affordable housing. 
     ◊ Stewart Wasson, a Levy County resident who is actively engaged in the banking or 
mortgage banking industry in connection with affordable housing. 
     ◊ Christy Holland, a Levy County resident who is actively engaged as a not-for-profit 
provider of affordable housing. 
     ◊ Edwin Dix, a Levy County resident who is actively engaged in the residential home 
building industry in connection with affordable housing. 
     ◊ Philip Leitner, a Levy County resident who is actively engaged in the banking or 
mortgage banking industry. 
     ◊ Gussie Boatwright, a Levy County resident who resides within the jurisdiction of the 
local governing body making the appointments. 
     ◊ Linda Cooper, a Levy County resident who resides within the jurisdiction of the 
local governing body making the appointments. 
     ◊ Charles Harris Jr., a Levy County resident who is actively engaged as an advocate 
for low-income persons in connection with affordable housing. 
     ◊ John Meeks, a locally elected official from each county or municipality. 
Sectors currently not represented: 
     ● One citizen who is a representative of those areas of labor actively engaged in home 
building in connection with affordable housing. 
     ● One citizen who represents employers within the jurisdiction. 
     ● One citizen who represents essential services personnel, as defined in the local 
housing assistance plan. 
     ● One citizen who is actively engaged as a for‐profit provider of affordable housing. 
     ● A citizen who actively serves on the local planning agency pursuant to Florida 
Statute 163.3174. 
      The AHAC must have at least eight members representing at least six categories 
identified in the statute (420.9076). Effective Oct. 1, 2020, the committee must consist 
of one locally elected official from each county or municipality participating in the State 
Housing Initiatives Partnership Program and one representative from at least six 
categories, including what is shows as missing in the story above. 
     County staff are working on finding people from the categories that remain unfilled. 
Commissioner Matt Brooks asked if there are any current members who are seen as 
potentially leaving soon, so that those seats can be filled too. 
     Gayle did not mention any current members who seemed inclined to be leaving soon. 
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     In another SHIP matter, a recipient of a loan for SHIP-funded home repairs had a 
metal roof added to her house. 
     The metal screws are coming out and the roof is leaking. The County Commission 
 

DEPARTING LIBRARY LEADER 

 
Levy County Library System Coordinator Niurka Klemencic speaks to the 
County Commission on Tuesday morning. 
 
     Levy County Library System Coordinator Niurka Klemencic is seen at the podium 
Tuesday morning. She sought and was given approval for the county to accept state aid 
to keep the libraries going. 
     Her last day in her current position is Sept. 15. There was no person named as of the 
Aug. 17 meeting to fill the soon-to-occur vacancy as the leader of the county library 
system. 

 
TWO PEOPLE HONORED 
     Two people were honored for their previous service for Levy County’s residents and 
visitors, One was a man who volunteered for five years. The other was a woman who 
worked for the government as an employee and retired after 29 years. 
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David Shewey served for five years on the Levy County Board of 
Adjustment. He was appointed by County Commission Chairman John 
Meeks, who expressed his appreciation for the man’s voluntary service. 
Seen here during the presentation of the plaque is (from left) County 
Commissioner Rock Meeks, Commission Chairman John Meeks, Shewey, 
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks and County Commissioner Matt Brooks. 
 

 
Susan Haines was recognized for her 29 years of service in county 
government. Seen here after the plaque presentation are (from left) County 
Commissioner Rock Meeks, Commission Chairman John Meeks, Anne 
Baste Brown, Haines, Haines’ daughter Teresa Ruccione, Haines’ son-in-
law Tony Ruccione, County Commissioner Lilly Rooks and County 
Commissioner Matt Brooks. Brown is retired as the county attorney in Levy 
County, and this is one of the county offices where Haines worked during 
the past 29 years. 

 


