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Resident’s issue may alter county procedure 
And other action in Gilchrist County 

 
Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton (left) and Deputy Clerk Kaci McCagh listen to the 
County Commission actions on Monday (Aug. 16). Deputy Clerk McCagh was 
substituting for Deputy Clerk Terri Hilliard due to the other deputy clerk needing to be 
absent from this meeting. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 17, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 
     TRENTON – Two weeks after a road closure, the Gilchrist County Board of County 
Commissioners may revise its methods for notifying people in advance of those closures. 
 

 
Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby (left) and Gilchrist County Attorney 
David M. Lang Jr. prepare for the meeting on Monday (Aug. 16). 
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Members of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners (from left) Kenrick 
Thomas, Marion Poitevint, Sharon Akins Langford, Darrell Smith and Bill Martin. This 
is a view of them at the dais as seen from the audience. 
 
     On Aug. 2, the County Commission approved a petition to vacate, abandon, discontinue, and close 
a portion of a public roadway known as Gilchrist County Road Southwest 90th Street from the 
Southeast corner easterly to the east right-of-way line of Gilchrist County Road Southwest 27th Court; 
and Gilchrist County Road SW 27th Court extending southerly from Gilchrist County Road SW 90th 
Street to a point at the Southeast corner on the south property line of, or the easterly projection or 
extension from such point, owned by Henry M. Owens and Susan Owens, husband and wife. 
     On Aug. 16, the County Commission heard from a woman in one of the three residential structures 
affected by the closure. 
     A woman who has health issues that require medicine to be delivered and then immediately 
refrigerated said she believes UPS and FedEx will be able to get the medicine to her properly. When it 
comes to the United States Postal Service, she said, that is not as much of a sure bet. 
     She not only has to leave her house a different way than before the road was closed, now she must 
either move her mailbox to another street or pay about $100 a year for rental of a post office box are 
the options she sees now. 
     Gilchrist County Manager Bobby Crosby said he thought the USPS had to deliver mail to recipients. 
He did not see why the road closure meant moving mailboxes was required. 
     Crosby said he will visit the local Post Office and speak with the postmaster about the rural carrier 
who allegedly told the woman that the carrier “… does not get paid to drive down that road.” 
     County Commission Vice Chairman Bill Martin said the road in question has been graded. County 
Manager Crosby mentioned cutting some overhanging brush to improve conditions on the sides of 
that road. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David Miller Lang Jr. said the county met the mandatory minimum 
requirements to close the road, including advertising in the weekly Gilchrist County Journal, and 
conducting a public hearing. 
      Even people who read that newspaper, however, may not have seen the required legal ad. 
     The woman said she had no idea about the road closure until a locked gate was put across it. 
     Attorney Lang said the county may consider going a step further in its road-closure process in the 
future and post a sign for people to see the intent to close the road. One county commissioner 
suggested sending notices in the mail to property owners in the areas where roads are sought to be 
closed in the future. 
     In addition to Vice Chairman Martin, the commission is comprised of Chairman Sharon Akins 
Langford, and county commissioners Marion Poitevint, Kenrick Thomas and Darrell Smith. 
     On this matter, the proverbial bottom line is that the county administrator hopes to have medical 
supplies delivered by mail as they were before the county closed that road. As for the woman having to 
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leave her residence in a different manner than before the road was closed, that did not appear as a 
blip on any radar screens prior to the road being closed. 
 

DEBT PAYMENT 
     As part of its twice-monthly meetings, the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners saw 
that it paid $33,882.50 to North Florida Professional Services (NFPS) on June 21 for its total debt of 
$298,875. 
     This almost $300,000 cost is for the engineering services on the possible future paving of Gilchrist 
County Road 232 between State Road 47. 
     This action was part of the consent agenda. County Administrator Crosby mentioned that the 
engineering fees are being paid as part of a grant from the Florida Department of Transportation. As 
for the cost for asphalt and other material and labor to pave the road, that will be determined after 
bids are received. 
     Crosby said he hopes to be able to send bid packets for proposals from paving companies in the 
next 30 to 45 days. 
     The engineering firm NFPS, which is based in Lake City (Columbia County) offers a broad range of 
engineering services. Its team of experienced staff provides innovative solutions to meet clients’ 
needs. 
     NFPS is licensed to provide engineering services in Florida and Georgia. It utilizes cutting-edge 
technology and the latest software in its design process. At NFPS, the team can assist with all projects, 
from public roadway improvements and utilities infrastructure to private commercial development 
projects. It can provide the expertise and tailored service to make a project succeed. 
 

SHIP REPORT 
     On another of the many matters the County Commission discussed, reviewed and took action on 
was the Gilchrist County SHIP Annual Report provided by Gilchrist County SHIP Executive Director 
Matt Pearson. 
     The State Housing initiatives Partnership (S.H.I.P.) Program Annual Report and Local Housing 
Incentives Certification was submitted by Suwannee River Economic Council SHIP Director 
Stephanie Barrington. 
     County Administrator Crosby said the Suwannee River Economic Council has managed this part of 
SHIP matters for the county for several years and it does an excellent job. 
 

BOAT RAMPS 
     County Administrator Crosby mentioned that Gilchrist County has no established protocol for 
closing public boat ramps when the Suwannee River or Santa Fe River flood. 
     Levy County and Dixie County closed public boat ramps to keep people safe recently from the 
dangers of the Suwannee River flooding. 
     Commissioners discussed the matter. There was one idea to close all the public boat ramps when 
the first upstream ramp is in a flood condition, because flood levels generally progress downstream 
from the first point where it is noticed, and this would avoid closing them one-by-one. 
     Commissioner Thomas asked about consolidating a plan with Dixie, Levy and Suwannee counties 
so that all the counties on the rivers would agree to close public boat ramps at the same time when 
those dangers come into being. 
     The county administrator was asked to move forward with speaking with other counties to 
potentially create a protocol for consideration. 
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     And on another matter of the many things the Gilchrist County Commission did during its second 
of two regular monthly meetings in August, it approved the renaming of a road by a resolution. 
 

RENAMED ROAD 
     On another bit of action where there was unanimous consent, the County Commission renamed a 
road to honor former County Commissioner Wilkerson B. “Bud” Mathis, Jr. 
     Southwest 47th Court will become known as “Bud Mathis Road.” Discussion about the renaming 
showed this will not change any 9-1-1 matters. 
     Both road names will be on the poles. 
     As for a ceremony for the renaming, the family is scheduled to be contacted to see if they want a 
ceremony, and if so, whether they would prefer it at the point of a road sign or in the meeting room 
for the County Commission in Trenton. 
     The resolution adopted by the County Commission showed Wilkerson B. “Bud” Mathis, Jr. has 
made significant and 
substantial contributions to Gilchrist County, to its residents and businesses there, and to Gilchrist 
County, as a whole. 
     It went on to noted that “without the years of tireless dedication and service of this individual to 
the Citizens of Gilchrist County, Gilchrist County would not be the wonderful place to live and work 
that it is today.” 
     Mathis was noted to honorably and respectfully serve the residents and visitors of Gilchrist County 
as a Gilchrist County Commissioner. 
     He is, in the opinion of the Board of County Commissioners of Gilchrist County, deserving of 
special recognition for his accomplishments and devotion to Gilchrist County. 
     Therefore, the County Commission finds that it is especially fitting to designate and name a county 
roadway near his homeplace in his honor. 
     That Gilchrist County Road Number Southwest 47th Court shall hereafter be known as “Bud 
Mathis Road.” 
 

IMPACT FEES 
     County commissioners spoke about allowing the existing impact fees to no longer be under a 
moratorium. 
     They were reminded that impact fees have very specific uses, which must be proved to be resultant 
from the growth to which the developer is charged the impact fee. 
     These fees cannot be used to supplement the general fund or other funds. 
     Some government entities have found impact fees presenting a quagmire of bureaucracy that has in 
the past even included being required by court action to return those fees to the people or developers 
who paid them. 
     The County Commission is planning to conduct a workshop to consider lifting the impact fee 
moratorium. 
 
     The next regular meeting of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners is 
set for 4 p.m. on Sept. 9, which is a Thursday, rather than the Monday, Sept. 6 meeting 
date, because Sept. 6 is Labor Day. 
     Speaking of holidays, County Clerk Todd Newton received approval to have Gilchrist 
County government worker to use the approved holiday dates approved by the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit for its employees. 


