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10th Annual Epic End of Summer Back to School 
Bash heralds school’s start is on the horizon 

 
Catherine Monismith, wife of First United Methodist Church Pastor ‘Dallas’ Monismith 

posts a prayer tent sign 
during the Back to School 
Bash on Saturday. 

Story and Photos 
By Terry Witt, 
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© August 1, 2021 at 4:11 
p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND –Hundreds 
of children and their parents, 
and grandparents in some 
cases, gathered Saturday 
morning (July 31) on the field 
near the C. Doyle McCall 
Pavilion behind First United 
Methodist Church in 
Chiefland for the 10th Annual 

Epic End of Summer Back to School Bash. 
 

 

Makassa Hughes (enter and 
smiling) of Chiefland gets a 
hotdog as she sports her new 
backpack. Her mother Winnie 
Hughes is beside her. Katie 
Granger (at right) and Vickie 
Menasco (behind Granger) are 
among the Many members of the 
congregation who volunteers to 
serve during the Epic End of 
Summer Back To School Bash this 
year. 
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Elijah Martel, 8, of Williston holds a 
package of popcorn as he and his 
Mom, Amanda Martel, begin picking 
up school supplies. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arielya Candelaria, 
10, of Chiefland 
reaches for a small 
carrying back from 
Heather Peppers and 
ink pens from 
another volunteer as 
she gathers supplies. 
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Corde Gent, 9, and his younger brother 
Tyrese Donald Jr. 4, are all smiles as they 
wear their new backpacks and hold other 
items they received at the Back to School 
Bash. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Church member Sage Ridgway 
and Pastor 'Dallas' Monismith of 
First United Methodist Church of 
Chiefland visit with people 
attending the event. Ridgeway 
served as a tour guide, 
introducing the new pastor to 
people she knows. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
First United Methodist Church members Karen Usher White, Bob Willliams, Ann 
Tummond, Nancy Dean, Ron Ridgway, Christine Ridgway, Sara Ridgway and Norma 
Santiago prepare to meet people at the registration table. 
 

 
A long line of visitors wait for the start of Back to School Bash. 
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Church member Betsy Weatherhilt helps mother Erin Morales find backpacks for 
Isabella, 6, and Michael 9. This was from the trailer for smaller backpacks. 
 

 
Volunteers Bryce Weatherhilt and Dawson Perry wait to give away large backpacks to 
visitors. 
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     Businesses in the Chiefland community donated 640 backpacks, which is a prized item for 
children, along with ink pens and writing materials to be used for the upcoming school year. 
     Chiefland First United Methodist Church sponsored the event. 
     Parents from throughout the Tri-County Area were invited to participate. It appeared there might 
be backpacks and other school stuff left over. An estimated 40 backpacks were left from last year and 
they were to be given away Saturday. 
     There were some backpacks not given away this year, too. Rather than waiting a year, people can 
contact the church during regular weekday business hours to pick up a backpack until they are all 
gone. 
     First United Methodist Church Pastor “Dallas” Monismith, who has been pastoring the church for a 
month now, talked about the importance of the event and the generosity of businesses that donated 
the school supplies. 
     “We’re so thankful for all the businesses in the community. I’m looking to reach out to all of them 
and express my gratitude,” Pastor Monismith said. “I just started here in July. This is my first (Back to 
School Bash). We’re going to make our presence known and we’re going out and making disciples. I’m 
glad to be part of this.” 
     Venecia Lashon Scott and her two sons picked up two backpacks and were planning to get some 
school supplies. The Chiefland mother was present with her sons Corde Gent, 9, and Tyrese Donald, 
Jr., 4. 
     “I would like to thank everyone for donating. I think it was a nice gift,” Scott said. 
     Nancy Ganong and Ty Compton, part of the First UMC laity, helped people in the prayer tent. 
Ganong said she believes prayer is an essential part of church life. 
     “I think your prayer life is your church,” she said. “If you don’t have a good prayer life, you’re not 
bringing people in and you’re not showing anyone that you’re different than they area. That’s my only 
way to look at it,” she said. “We’re starting a prayer group in the third week of August and I’m doing it 
from 12 noon to 2 p.m. on Wednesdays. I don’t think you can say a five minute prayer and get 
anything in it.” 
     A prayer group will meet in a small room off of the sanctuary at the church, Ganong said. 
     The church is located on Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) and Seventh Avenue North 
     “I want it to be intimate; so, people really want to listen and pray. And they can stay for five 
minutes, or they can stay for the full time,” she said. 
     Amanda Martel, a mother of four from Williston, said the event was “amazing.” 
     “It’s a great event, coming out to get free staff and the kids love it,” Martel said. “I got four kids and 
four backpacks so far and we just got started. This is a huge blessing for us.” 
     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: To learn more about the history of the bash, click HERE and read about 
the Eighth Annual Bash from 2019. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/7-28-19-hardisonink.com-8th-annual-epic-end-of-summer-bash-rings-the-bell-for-charity-galore.pdf

