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Williston chooses 
next city attorney in 4-1 vote 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 6, 2021 at 8:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The Williston City Council on Tuesday night (July 6) chose the firm 
Folds, Walker & Maltby LLC as the next city attorney. 
     The other attorney firm being considered was Norm Fugate P.A. 
     Williston City Attorney City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. said he is taking the 
City of Williston off of his client list to create more time for family matters. He gave the 
city 60 days’ notice. 
     During the discussion before the selection, City Manager Jackie Gorman opened the 
program. 
     City Councilman Elihu Ross made the first motion to appoint Norm and Blake Fugate 
as the attorneys to provide legal services to the city. 
     Williston City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson made a motion to select 
the firm of Folds, Walker & Maltby as the attorneys. Her motion was seconded by City 
Councilman Michael Cox. 
     Voting with Robinson and Cox were City Council President Debra Jones and City 
Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds. 
     City Councilman Ross voted against the motion. 
     Before the vote, President Jones said she found the flat rate for a month as being 
more appealing, and it takes care of everything, except if there was litigation. 
     City Council President Jones said she finds the stable monthly fee that does not have 
caveats for other expenses to be more appealing. 
     Jones conducted research and found the last three years of Fugate’s firm serving as 
the city’s legal counsel. 
     The 2007-08 costs from Fugate equaled $75,744, Jones said. 
     Jones conceded there may have been extenuating circumstance to drive up that 
annual cost. 
     The 2008-09 costs from Fugate equaled $50,532, Jones said. 
     Councilwoman Hinds said she agrees with Jones, because as the City Council works 
on its budget, it is better to have a more relatively sure amount. 
     The 2009-10, which was a partial year, costs from Fugate equaled $40,027.50, Jones 
said. 
     Albert Fuller Sr. asked a question from the audience. Fuller wanted to know if there 
was a method to compare the Gainesville firm’s proposed rates with the fees from 
Fugate. He mentioned the $3,750 a month equaling $45,000 a year. 
     Jones told Fuller that Fugate would charge the city for every lease, every resolution, 
every ordinance, and every contract review. Jones went on to share with Fuller that she 
had specifically asked those questions during the interview. 
     Although he would not charge for a short telephone call or email, but that he would 
charge separately by the hour for longer calls, etc. 
     “If the meeting is an hour and 15 minutes,” Jones said as she gave an example, and 
we’re at an hour now, he charges $200 for everything after that first hour (of the regular 
twice-monthly meeting).” 
     Fuller asked another question and learned, as was said during the interviews, that 
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attorney S. Scott Walker, or another very qualified member of the firm would be 
attending the regular meetings and the CRA meetings. 
     Before making his vote against the motion, Councilman Ross said the reason he is 
voting “No” is because he thinks Folds and Walker would be more expensive over the 
long haul. Ross said he prefers the Fugate firm as well, because it is more familiar the 
historic background of Williston regarding legal issues, and it is more familiar with Levy 
County, than the firm from Gainesville, and Alachua County. 
      To see the story and photos from the July 1 interviews, click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/7-3-21-city-council-scheduled-to-pick-new-attorney-tuesday.pdf

