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Rain dampens Bell Blast 
Event overcomes weather 

 
Rain slowed down the fun at the 2021 Bell Blast on Friday, Saturday and today (Sunday, 
July 4), however the big plans for fun, fun, fun prevailed as Kenneth and Lisa Bell, and 
Kenneth and Jamie Bell, and other family members, friends and visitors enjoyed the 
event this year. 
 
 
 
Scott Hartsock, the 
owner of Gunslinger, 
stands with the 
monster truck. He 
stands 5-foot 11-
inches tall, and this 
helps put the size of 
the vehicle into 
perspective. 
Hartsock has been a 
staple of Monster 
Jam for many years 
and has won multiple 
major stadium 
events all across the 
country in monster 
truck competition. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – As Hurricane Elsa made its way toward Florida, rain covered the Tri-County 
Area of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County for several days in a row. 
  

  

 Some of the 
radi0-
controlled 
planes flown 
Saturday 
(July 3) had 
the ability to 
put out 
smoke, as 
shown in the 
48-second 
video above. 
Click on the 
PHOTO to 
see the very 
short video. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ux3Muo_QcRY
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     Saturday afternoon (July 3) in the middle of the three-day Eighth Annual Bell Blast, there were 
some moments when people with radio-controlled aircraft were able to launch their flying machines. 
In the early part of the afternoon, there was some dodge-rain game participation; however, as the day 
progressed in time, so did the fun for people at this event. 
     The 2021 Annual Bell Blast held Friday, Saturday and Sunday (July 2, 3 and 4) at an undisclosed 
grassy airfield in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties had fewer than normal 
participants this year, probably due to the rainstorms. 
     Today (Independence Day, July 4) included a time for more fun by pilots of radio-controlled 
aircraft at the event. 
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People watch as a radio-controlled plane is operated over the area designated for flying 
early Saturday afternoon. 
 

 
A big sign shows the location of the Bell Blast. 
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     Kenneth Bell and his wife Lisa Bell host the annual Bell Blast for people to enjoy flying their radio-
controlled aircraft and to have other fun there each year. This is an invitational event to celebrate God 
and country. 
     Kenneth Bell thanked everyone for coming to the event which celebrates American Independence 
Day. 
     This year’s festivities were expanded to include a visit from Gunslinger, a monster truck. 
     Scott Hartsock, the owner and driver of Gunslinger, came to the Bell Blast with his wife of 36 years 
Kathy Hartsock. They live in Sumter County. 
     Hartsock said Bell is a longtime friend of his who is a monster truck enthusiast. Before becoming 
involved with monster trucks, Hartsock was a gunsmith – hence the name for his vehicle. 
     Gunslinger is 11-feet tall, 12-feet wide and 20-feet long. It weighs 10,000 pounds, Hartsock said. 
 
 

 

 
Jamie Bell lets  
6-month-old Molly,  
a ring-tailed lemur, 
climb on her. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tamara Anderson of 
Chiefland holds two 
baby ring-tailed 
lemurs. 
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Caleb Bell, Jamie Bell and Kenneth Bell’s 3-year-old son (and Kenneth and Lisa's 
grandson), holds a small bunny rabbit. 
 

 
This coatimundi is named Squeak. Lisa Bell said all of the animals in the petting zoo 
have names. 
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     Another added attraction this year was a nice petting zoo. 
     Jamie Bell, who married Kenneth and Lisa Bell’s son, the younger Kenneth Bell, welcomed 
everyone to Bell’s Barnyard Babies, a petting zoo. 
     The animals inside that tent included ring-tailed lemurs, a raccoon, an opossum, a lavender fox, a 
(descented) lavender skunk, a hedgehog, an iguana, a Teague, some mini-rat bunnies, an iguana and 
some tortoises. A coatimundi was outside the tent in a cage. 
     Many children petted and held the animals that were accustomed to that interaction with humans. 
     Fireworks were shot into the air this Saturday night (July 3) event. 
     The parade, fireworks and laser light show planned in Williston succeeded, too, and a good time 
was had by all there, as well as at the various other events Saturday night in the Tri-County Area of 
Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. Other events are set for tonight (Sunday, July 4) in 
Levy and Dixie counties. 
     To see the story, photos and videos from the Sixth Annual Bell Blast of 2019, click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/6-30-19-hardisonink.com-sixth-annual-bell-blast-is-fun.pdf

