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Chiefland to consider  

grave space price hike 

 
Chiefland Police Chief Scott Anderson (left) and Fire Chief James Harris lead two 

of the municipal agencies in Chiefland most responsible for protecting lives and 

property. They help keep people from needing gravesites. They are seen here 

Monday night (July 26) at the City Commission meeting where the elected leaders 

discussed increasing the cost for putting caskets in the ground at city-owned 

cemeteries. 
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     CHIEFLAND – First mentioned some years ago, and most recently brought up again at a 

recent budget workshop, increasing the price for a cemetery plot in Chiefland may bring a price 

hike at the next regular meeting, according to what was said at the Monday night (July 26) City 

Commission meeting. 

     As instructed by the City Commission, Chiefland City Manager Laura Cain conducted 

research and provided information at that meeting. 

     The current prices for placing caskets in the city-owned Chiefland Cemetery is $200 for a 

single plot; $500 for one-quarter of a lot; $1,000 for one-half of a lot; and $2,000 for a full lot. 

     In Bronson, Cain noted the prices are $200 for a Bronson resident to have a plot; or $500 for 

a Levy County resident; a single plot for a person outside of Levy County to be buried in Bronson 

is $700. 

     The City of Trenton, Cain said, charges $500 for a single plot. 

     The City of Newberry, Cain said charges $600 for a single plot. 

     When asked about how much one lot would accommodate in Chiefland, Cain said it will 

accommodate 16 caskets, although she did not know the square footage of the area. 

     City Commissioner Rollin Hudson said he would like to know how many plots can be placed 

in an acre, The city has less than four acres of undeveloped land designated for the cemetery. 

     Mayor Chris Jones said the city needs to consider raising plot costs because there is manual 

labor to maintain the cemetery, and the city is caring for two private cemeteries’ maintenance as 

well, he said. 

     City Commissioner Norm Weaver said the city needs to consider having an option for 
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cremation remains being placed in the graveyard. The cemetery where he plans to us for 

himself, Weaver said, costs $1,000. However, a plot like that can accommodate the remains of 

five people who have been cremated. 

     Weaver said he thinks single plots in Chiefland should go to $600 rather than stay at the 

$200 fee that was set in the mid-1990s. He provided prices for the quarter, half and full-size lots 

with the same percentage of rate increase. 

     Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring weighed in on the conversation noting that families in 

the past have wanted to have a number of plots near each other for their family members, 

justifying the sale of a quarter lot or more. 

     Noting that other cities are not allowing for whole sections sold at one time, Mainwaring 

provided the idea of revising Chiefland’s cemetery plot sales strategy to just be for single plots. 

She also mentioned not knowing if many families are continuing that tradition nowadays. 

     Commissioner Hudson asked about plot sales in the city this year. 

     Since January, Cain said, the city has completed three deeds on plots in the city’s cemetery. 

Two of those were half-lot sales and one was a single plot sale, she said. A half-lot will 

accommodate eight caskets. 

     City Commissioner Lance Hayes said his initial thought was to leave the single plot price at 

$200 for Chiefland residents. 

     When the mayor was asked if “Chiefland resident” is defined as a person residing within the 

city limits, he said people who conduct business regularly in the city may be included. Having a 

post office box was used as a defining characteristic. 

     However, when it comes time to differentiate for plot prices, if the City Commission decides 

Chiefland residents get a discount, there may be a need for a more absolute definition of 

“Chiefland resident.” 

     Cemetery plots in Gainesville, Hayes said funeral directors have told him range between $700 

and $1,000 for a single plot. 

     There was more discussion, including some mention of Gainesville residents being buried in 

Chiefland, as well as t some people buying sections of the graveyard and then reselling plots for 

a profit. 

     The matter was set for more discussion and possible action at the next regular meeting – 

Aug. 9 at 6 p.m. in Chiefland City Hall, 214 E. Park Ave. 


