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Chiefland is first to move 

toward revising municipal elections 

 
 

 
Ready to think, speak and vote on matters to benefit residents of, and visitors to, 

Chiefland, the five members of the Chiefland City Commission are seen above. In 

the top photo are Commissioner Rollin Hudson (left) and Commissioner Lance 

Hayes. In the bottom photo (from left) are Mayor Chris Jones, Commissioner 

Lewrissa Mainwaring and Vice Mayor Norm Weaver. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 27, 2021 at 10:11 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The five members of the Chiefland City Commission unanimously acted 

Monday night (July 26) to become the first of eight municipalities to move forward on 
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improving the election and qualifying dates for city elections in Levy County. 

     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones has visited at least a few of all eight 

municipalities in Levy County – Bronson, Cedar Key, Chiefland, Fanning Springs, Inglis, Otter 

Creek, Williston and Yankeetown. 

     In time, she will see all of the local leaders to tell them about her hope for the first Tuesday in 

April each year to serve as when the qualified voters in those municipalities will choose from 

among the qualified candidates to become leaders by the votes of the people. 

     Currently, there are elections every month of the year in Levy County. 

     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones started with the county seat of Levy County – 

Bronson. She spoke to that Town Council and laid out her proposal. As noted in the story 

published in June (click HERE to see the archived story), Jones sees the first Tuesday in April 

each year as being the best day in Levy County for municipal elections. 

     Her speech, modified only slightly for each governmental entity, shows how this will help the 

county as well as the cities, and all of the residents and visitors of Levy County. 

     On Monday, the Chiefland City Commission, comprised of Mayor Chris Jones, Vice Mayor 

Norm Weaver and commissioners Lance Hayes, Rollin Hudson Lewrissa Mainwaring voted 5-0 

to have Chiefland City Attorney Norman D. Fugate to draft the necessary documents. 

     On a motion by Weaver, seconded by Mainwaring, the revisions will show the four-day 

qualifying period to start 71-days before the election, and that city election will be the first 

Tuesday of April. 

     There was some discussion about what to do in the event of a tie. 

     As shown in the August 2018 story, saved in the archives with the story, photo and video 

available to see by clicking HERE, the Florida law to decide the winner is a drawing by lot. In the 

case of Tim West versus Teresa Barron, both candidates agreed, and West won that gamble. 

     There was some short discussion about making terms of office longer. 

     Changing the length of terms of office and some other matters related to ruling Chiefland 

must come from a vote by the people. 

     As for the qualifying date and the election date for city elections in Chiefland, City Attorney 

Fugate made it clear that the City Commission has the power to change that via ordinance and 

amendments, rather than requiring a ballot to be cast by city voters. 

     Fugate promised to return to the next regular City Commission meeting with a draft of what 

may be approved for the first and then the final reading of the new version of dates for 

qualifying to run and for the actual elections in Chiefland. 

     These revisions currently are seen as becoming effective in the near-future years, however, to 

avoid shortening a sitting candidate’s term of office, it will be phased in. Therefore, people 

seeking election during the relevant term before the new dates take place will know of the 

revision for the next election to be on the first Tuesday in April rather than as it is now – the first 

Tuesday in August. 

     When Commissioner Hudson brought up a question about other municipalities adopting the 

new election dates, there was some discussion. Eventually Fugate said that regardless of what 

other cities or towns do, the leaders in Chiefland need to think about what is best for this city. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/6-8-21-bronson-broached-first-for-changing-election-day.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/8-7-18-hardisonink-com-tim-west-wins-chiefland-election.pdf

