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Working as photographic models, members of the Chiefland City 
Commission provide a couple of photo ops on Monday evening (July 26). 
Out of the shot and to the left is CFR Fire Chief James Harris. Standing in 
front of the 2021 Pierce Saber model of fire truck are (from left) City 
Commission members Lance Hayes, Norm Weaver, Rollin Hudson, 
Lewrissa Mainwaring and Chris Jones. 
 
     CHIEFLAND -- Fire Chief James Harris, leader of Chiefland Fire Rescue (CFR), is a 
man of his word. 
     As promised in June, the chief had a brand new fire truck ready for CFR action by the 
end of July, and he provided photographers with photo opportunities by having it in the 
parking lot of Chiefland City Hall (the Hardy Dean Sr. Municipal Building) on Monday 
evening (July 26). 
     Photo ops of the five-member Chiefland City Commission were for HardisonInk.com, 
the daily news website, as well as for one of the local weekly tabloid-sized papers 
published in Citrus County, as well as for city employees who brought their cell-
phone/cameras, and others. 
     People with their feet on the ground to make this new fire truck ready to serve 
residents and visitors of Chiefland and the surrounding area are an army of positive-
moving folk. In addition to Chief Harris, there were various other members of the CFR, 
former City Manager Mary Ellzey, current City Manager Laura Cain, Chiefland Deputy 
Clerk and Planning Project Coordinator Belinda Wilkerson and other city employees. 
     Serving as the money source, there were all of the hardworking Americans who pay 
their taxes, and all of the hardworking Chiefland property owners who pay their taxes 
and assessments. 
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Continuing to 
pose as they 
provide photo 
ops are 
members of the 
Chiefland City 
Commission on 
Monday evening 
(July 26). Out of 
the shot and to 
the left is the 
front part of a 
2013 Nissan 
Juke, one unit of 
the vehicular 
fleet of the best 
daily news 
website in Florida. Standing in front of the 2021 Pierce Saber model of fire 
truck are (from left) City Commissioner Lance Hayes, Vice Mayor Robert 
Norman ‘Norm’ Weaver, City Commissioner Lewrissa ‘Rissa’ Mainwaring, 
Mayor Christopher ‘Chris’ Jones and City Commissioner James Rollin 
Hudson Jr. 

     As noted in a story published June 30 in HardisonInk.com, Fire Chief Harris shared 
information about the 2021 Pierce Saber model of fire truck. Chiefland Deputy Clerk 
and Planning Project Coordinator Wilkerson obtained $496,944 in a grant from the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Harris said. 
     By working with the USDA Rural Development, Chief Harris said, Chiefland had its 
brand new fire truck by the end of July. 
     The Saber model of the Pierce brand of firetruck, Harris said, “is the Cadillac of 
firetrucks” and this machine was entirely paid off when it backed into the parking space 
at Chiefland Fire Rescue. 
     The Saber is noted on the Pierce website to have: 
     ● Exceptional visibility is achieved through a large, bonded, single-piece, wrap-
around windshield. 
     ● The smaller engine tunnel is lower and more contoured for increased occupant 
space, particularly up front for the driver and officer. 
     ● The forward roof design offers a cathedral ceiling feel with increased frontal 
visibility and more configurable space. 
     ● Engine -- Cummins L9 with 370 to 450 horsepower. 
     During his more than one decade of service to the residents and visitors of Chiefland, 
Fire Chief Harris has found the best prices for fire equipment, including engines, bunker 
gear and Jaws of Life, 
including the Jaws being donated by Firehouse Subs. 

  



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
This pictures of the 2021 Pierce Saber model of fire truck shows the passenger side 

view with one of the City of Chiefland's elevated water storage tanks in the 

background. That tank is between the Chiefland Fire Rescue Station and the 

Chiefland Police Department. 

 

 
This pictures of the 2021 Pierce Saber model of fire truck shows the passenger side 

view with some of the equipment stored on the vehicle. Fire Chief James Harris 

said the vehicle is ready to serve, however it is destined for some additional 

equipment in the near future.  Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © July 27, 2021 at 9:11 a.m. 


