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Both candidates for Chiefland City Commission 
answer questions 

 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 22, 2021 at 8:11 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Two candidates are seeking to be the next Chiefland City Commission member in 
Group 3. 
     Both candidates were given the same set of 10 questions and a request for them to provide a picture 
of themselves for voters to consider. The election is Aug. 3 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Qualified voters who 
reside in Chiefland will cast their ballots at Chiefland City Hall, which is also known as the Hardy 
Dean Municipal Building. 
     Following are the questions from Jeff M. Hardison, and the answers from incumbent City 
Commissioner Rollin Hudson and candidate LaWanda Jones. Both candidates sent photos as 
requested. 

Rollin Hudson 

1. How are the actions you perform and the words 
you express during Chiefland City Commission 
meetings going to help the city’s economy improve? 
     The actions and words expressed during a Chiefland City 
Commission meeting are very important. A commission 
meeting might be the only opportunity that some, including 
prospective businesses, will have to hear my voice on 
matters. For this reason, it is extremely important to be well 
informed and educated on the daily operations of the city. 
This can positively or negatively affect the economy of the 
City of Chiefland depending on my ability to conduct 
business in a professional manner. So, I strive to always 
think and research carefully before making comments on 
matters pertaining to the City of Chiefland. 
 
2. Why did you choose to attempt to be, or to again 

be, part of the five-member Chiefland City Commission? 
     I have chosen to again run for a seat on the City of Chiefland Commission because Chiefland is my 
family’s home. I have deep roots in Chiefland going back several generations. I care about the citizens 
of Chiefland, and I will continue to give them a voice on the City of Chiefland Commission. 
 
3. Will you attend workshops or other meetings that are something other than the 
regular twice-monthly City Commission meetings? If not, why not? 
     Yes, I’m willing to attend workshops or other meetings as it pertains to my duties with the City of 
Chiefland. 
 
4. Will you be prepared with information related to the topics on the agenda before a 
regular City Commission meeting? 
     Yes, I try to always be prepared on the topics that will be discussed on the agenda of the regular 
City of Chiefland Commission meetings. 



HardisonInk.com 
 
5. How are the residents and visitors of Chiefland going to be better served by selecting 
you rather than the other candidate in this political race? 
     I believe that my experience on the City of Chiefland Commission and as an independent business 
owner has given me the knowledge to help manage the operations of our city. Being the owner and 
operator of a farm has also taught me the value of being very financially conservative. The City of 
Chiefland also needs to be financially conservative. A large percentage of the City of Chiefland’s 
revenue comes from its citizens and businesses; so, we must be financially responsible with their tax 
dollars. 
 
6. Do you think, as suggested by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, 
that Levy County’s eight municipalities should revise their election laws to have one 
municipal election day? 
     Yes, I do think that it would be a good idea to revise the election laws and have one municipal 
election day for Levy County. I think this would help to increase awareness of the elections as well as 
help Levy County Supervisor of Elections. 
 
7. Do you think, as suggested by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, 
that Chiefland should change its short period between qualifying for elections and 
election day? 
     Yes, I do think that it would be valuable to increase the short period between the qualifying and 
election dates for the City of Chiefland. This will give more time for citizen and candidate interaction 
and hopefully encourage a larger voter turnout. 
 
8. What do you see as a significant difference or differences between you and the other 
person seeking this elected position of municipal leadership, which would be reasons 
for a qualified Chiefland voter to choose you rather than the other candidate? 
     I cannot speak to my opponent’s skills or abilities. However, I have experience as a City of 
Chiefland Commissioner working hard for the citizens of Chiefland since 2005. I have treated this 
responsibility as an honor and a duty to all the citizens of Chiefland. My voting record on the matters 
of the City of Chiefland and my ability to work with all the cities’ department heads and my fellow 
commissioners speaks to my experience. 
 
9. What qualifications do you have to help lead the city as it grows quickly? 
     I think to assume that Chiefland will grow quickly is presumptuous. But I am very capable of 
participating in the process of growth. However, as a commissioner it is not my duty to make growth 
happen but to manage the growth that comes. That does mean having the ability to plan ahead for the 
unknown future and be fiscally responsible enough to save and safeguard our community that we 
have today. 
 
10. Do you have anything else to note for qualified voters in Chiefland to consider 
before they cast their ballot for you or the other candidate in this race? 
     What I would tell the voters of Chiefland is this: This is my home, your home and our history. I take 
this duty with upmost respect for each citizen, and I have always and will always try to do my best to 
represent them on the City of Chiefland Commission. 
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LaWanda Jones 
  
 1. How are the actions you perform and the words you 
express during Chiefland City Commission meetings going 
to help the city’s economy improve? 
     Before making any decision, I will do my homework on each 
specific topic. Each decision will be carefully considered. I will 
wholeheartedly make decisions to the best of my ability that will 
bring growth and opportunity to our town. I will represent every 
visitor and citizen of Chiefland. 
 
2. Why did you choose to attempt to be, or to again be, 
part of the five-member Chiefland City Commission? 
     I was born and raised here in Chiefland. This is my home. I love 
my hometown and want to serve my community. I feel all citizens, 
no matter their economic background should have representation at 
“the table.” I don’t feel all citizens are being represented equally. I 
would like to be an advocate for everyone. I plan to help build 
strong community relationships, make basic services available to all 
and support youth as well as senior citizen programs. I want Chiefland to be a town of growth and 
opportunity for all. 
 
3. Will you attend workshops or other meetings that are something other than the 
regular twice-monthly City Commission meetings? If not, why not? 
     Absolutely! Attending the regular meetings, workshops or other meetings will help me to gain 
knowledge, which will lead me to better service our community. As a commissioner this is important. 
I am willing to go above and beyond to better educate myself on the things that are going on in our 
community. 
 
4. Will you be prepared with information related to the topics on the agenda before a 
regular City Commission meeting? 
     Yes, being prepared for City Commission meetings is very important. I don’t feel I could accurately 
serve the citizens of this community if I don’t take the time to study the topics that may impact their 
lives. Being unprepared is a disservice to my community. 
 
5. How are the residents and visitors of Chiefland going to be better served by selecting 
you rather than the other candidate in this political race? 
     I don’t like to compare myself to the other candidate. I can only state what I plan to bring to the 
community of Chiefland. I will demonstrate honesty, integrity and dedication. I am fair and I am not 
easily influenced. I will always be available to serve the residents and visitors of Chiefland. I am for 
the people, all people, no matter their socioeconomic background. I will represent the community as a 
whole. 
 
6. Do you think, as suggested by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, 
that Levy County’s eight municipalities should revise their election laws to have one 
municipal election day? 
     Yes, I agree with Mrs. Jones. Having several different elections per year not only confuse voters, 
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but it also limits resources. Mrs. Jones believes that by having one municipal election will also help 
with the overwhelming task of organizing eight separate ballots for each town or city. If agreed upon, 
the suggested way will allow each town or city to be responsible for their own elections. I believe this 
system will benefit the citizens of Levy County. 
 
7. Do you think, as suggested by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, 
that Chiefland should change its short period between qualifying for elections and 
election day? 
     Yes, I agree. Currently, the time between qualifying and election day is approximately seven and a 
half weeks. This time goes by fast while awaiting printed material and gathering volunteers for your 
campaign. Extending this period will allow more time to reach all voters. 
 
8. What do you see as a significant difference or differences between you and the other 
person seeking this elected position of municipal leadership, which would be reasons 
for a qualified Chiefland voter to choose you rather than the other candidate? 
     Once again, I don’t like to compare myself to the other candidate. Please refer to my answer to 
question 5. 
 
9. What qualifications do you have to help lead the city as it grows quickly? 
      I’ve lived here my whole life. I am relatable and approachable. I am honest and have integrity. I’ve 
volunteered countless hours in this community. By doing so, I have established many heathy 
relationships with citizens of this town. They are my neighbors, and I will always have their best 
interest at heart. 
 
10. Do you have anything else to note for qualified voters in Chiefland to consider 
before they cast their ballot for you or the other candidate in this race? 
     Let it be known that I am not a politician, nor will I pretend to be. What I am is a concerned citizen. 
A concerned citizen who would like to see economic growth distributed evenly throughout the City of 
Chiefland. I’m a concerned citizen who would like to help build strong community relationships. I feel 
society has separated us all by so many factors that we’re missing opportunities to strengthen our 
community. As a concerned citizen I would like to see every group of people represented at the table. 
Please allow me to represent you. Vote LaWanda Jones on Aug. 3. 


